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FOREWORDS. 



On the authority of Warton and Ritson, all the Poems in the 
Laud MS. 622 had heen attributed to Adam Davy, the Marshal, of 
Stratford-at-Bow. My friend Professor Bemhard ten Brink of 
Strassbuig, who is writing a History of English Literature, askt me 
the other day to examine the MS., and see what reason there was for 
supposing the whole volume to be by Davy. Last Wednesday, 
Nov. 25, 1875, before one of my * Lectures to Ladies ', at Oxford, * on 
Anglo-Saxon and Early English Literature before Chaucer ', I lookt 
through the Laud MS., and found no other reason for supposing 
Davy to be the author of all the poems (and prose Pilgrimage) in it, 
than the facts that the 72 leaves of it are in one scribe's handwriting, 
somewhat before 1400, and that on part of leaves 26 and 27 are 
Adam Davy's Dreams about King Edward the Second (1307-27), 
as I suppose, from his being calld specially * Prince of Wales ', L 6. 
The last four pieces in the MS. are misplac't ; they should be at the 
beginning. At present I see no reason why they, or the rest of the 
volume— except the short Dreams — should be assignd to Davy. 

The Manuscript, Laud 622, is a large folio vellum one, double- 
columnd, roughly written in an unclerklike hand, seemingly before 
1400, — 1380-1400, says Mr Macray. It contains 9 sheets, a to t in 
eights : the first 8 leaves, a 1-8, come last. It begins, leaf 1 (= 9) 
with (1) ' J)e Bataile of l<&tma\em\ generally call'd ' Siege of Jeru- 
salem ', whose head is on the last two leaves. 

And at )»e fourty dayes ende 
Whider I wolde he bad me wende, 

and ends on leaf 21, back, coL 1, 

God graunte vs alle )>ere to be 
Amen Amen par charite 

Here ende)> fe vengeaunce of goddes deth 
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8 FOREWORDS. 

Next follows, on leaf 21, back, coL 1, to leaf 26, back, col. 2, 
(2) * The life of St Alexius ' in 6-line stanzas, printed below. 

Then comes (3) leaf 26, back, coL 2, to leaf 27, back, coL 1, L 7, 
'Adam Davy's Dreams'. This is followd by (4) leaf 27, back, 
col. 1, * The Geste of Alisaunder ', printed fifom this MS. in Weber's 
Romances, yoL L 

Diners is )>is mydellerede Ac. — 

This ends on leaf 64, col. 1, with " God vs grannte his blissyng*. 
Amew." Then comes (5) " Jjese am J>e pylg?image« of fe holy lond " 
(nearly 3 columns of prose) ; and then (6) the leaves which should 
come first: leaf 65, a long-line (2 in 1), ryming Bible History of 
Joseph (in Egypt, &c.), incomplete at the beginning ; Moses and the 
golden calf, &c. &c., Solomon; with (leaf 70, back) "Elye. EUsens. 
DanyeL Abacuk." Then (7) " Fiftene toknes Jeremie " ; (8) Lamen- 
tacio animarum ; (9) '' J^e Bataile of lerii^al^m ", which breaks off at 
leaf 72, back, with the catchwords, * And atte iourtj dayes ende ', 
and which commences the volume in these words (see p. 9 here), 
*And at Je fourty dayes ende'. Page 72, back, is in long lines 
(2 in 1) : ' listnej) alle Jat bef a-lyue f bofe cnsten Men & wyue ' ; 
page 1 (the continuation) in short lines. 

As Adam Davy has always been down in our lists for printings 
I askt Mr George Parker to copy the old Marshal's Dreams^ so that 
we might got done with him. The 'life of Alexius', Solomon's 
' Book of Wisdom ', the well-known ' Fiftene Tokenes ' in a firesh 
version, and the ' Lamentation of Souls ', are added, just to make 
the Text thick enough to stand alone* The 'Pilgrimages of the 
Holy Land ' I keep back for my volume on the subject^ which has 
been long waiting for money to enable it to go to the printer. 

The Lameniacio Animarum is a head-line in the MS. to the Con- 
tinuation of the last of St Jerome's Fiftene toknes before Doomsday, 
which Continuation describes the last Doom, and is followd by a 
pretty Song of Joy and BUss for Christ's Coming. The Laud Aleadua 
is a pathetically-told story. The other versions — added for compari- 
son' sake — ^have less poetic merit. 

8, St, Oearge't Square, Primross HIU, N.W. 
Nov. 27, 1874. 
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ADAM DAVY'S FIVE DREAMS ABOUT 
EDWARD II. 



[Laud MS. 622 (eTid of the lith cent), haf 2G, hack,\ 

TO oure lorde les\\ crist in heuene, 
Ich to-day shewc niyne sweuene, 
^t ich mette in one ni3th, 
Of a kni3th of mychel mi^th : 4 

His name is ihote sir Edward ])e kyng<, 
Prince of Wales*, Engelonde fe faire fing*. 
Me mette ])at lie was armed wel, 
Bo]>e wij> yme & wif stel ; 8 

And on his helme )>at was of stol, 
A Coroone of gold bicom hym wel. 
Bifore the shryne of seiwt Edward he stood, 
Myd glad chere, & mylde of mood, 12 

Mid two kni^ttes armed on ei))er side, Two knight* 

^t he ne mi^th ])ennes goo ne ride, 
hetilich' hy leiden hym vpon, 
Als h\j mi^tten myd swerd don. 
He stood )>ere ^el swi])e stille, 
And ^led al-to-gedres her wille ; 

' Compare " Non is Edward of Camarron 
Einfc of Engelond al aplyht *', 
fai "The Elegy on the Death of Edw. I*', from Harl. 2263, 
leaf 78, in Mr Thos, Wright's Political Songs, for the Camden 
Society, 1839, p. 249. Edw. Ill was never created Prince of 
Wales. The Black Prince was, but was never king. 

• AS. kcttflice, hatefully, hotly. 



IdrMmtone 
night 

of King Edward, 

Prince of Wales. 

Th^ First 
Dream, 



That he atood, 
armd and eroirnd 



before Saint 
Edward'a Shrine. 



laid on him 
aerrely wlUi tlieir 
16 Bwonls. 
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1, ADAM Davy's 6 dbeams about bdward ii. 



Tli« King r»- 
tarud no itrokey 



bat WM not 
woouUed. 



Wh«n thet 
knigliu weM 
gon^ 



fbnr bright 
aireamd of diffor- 
•nt-colourd light 

flowd otitofeadi 
oftheKing'i 



iMtn 



This Ist Dream T 
drwint on Uie 
Wednesday before 
Ang. 20, more 
than a jrear ago. 



The Second 
Dream, 

I dreamt on a 
Tuesday before 
Nov.l,ofEdw.II, 

who shall be 
chosen Emperor 
of Cliristendom. 



No etrook' ne jaf he a^einward 

To filk* Jat hym weren wiferward?^. 20 

Wounde ne was perQ blody non, 

Of al fat hym pere was don. 

^ After Jat me Joujth, onon, 

As fe tweie knijttes weren gon, 24 

In eij>er ere of oure kyng* 

pere spronge out a wel fare p'mff : 

Hij wexen ouf so br^th so glem 

Jat shynef of fe sonne-bem ; 28 

Of diuers coloures hy weren, 

JTat comen out of bo))e his eren 

ffoure bendes alle by rewe on eiper ere, 

Of diuers colours, re(J & white als hij were ; 32 

Als fer as me ])ou[3th] ich mijth see, 

hij spredden fer & wyde in Je cuntre. 

fforsofe me mette )>is ilk" sweuene — 

Ich take to witnesse god of heuene — 36 

Je wedenysday bifore fe decoUacioun of oeiiii Ion*, 

It is more )>an twehie monef gon. 

God me grounte so heuene blis, 

As me mette )>is sweuene as it is. 40 

Now god Jat is heuene kyng*, 

To'mychel ioye toume fis metyng* I 

AK'ofer sweuene me mette, on a tiwes-ni^th 43 
Bifore the fesf of alle halewen^, of fat ilk« kni3th ; 
His name is nempned here-bifore ; 
Blissed be pe tyme fat he was bore ! 
ffor we shullen fe day see, 

Emperotir y chosen he worfe of cristiente. 48 

God vs graunte fat ilk* bone, 
fat f ilk* tydyng here we sone 
Of sir Edward oure derworf kyng* 

' A.S. fH^er, against ; fti^ertreard, coDtrary, adverse. 

• Decollation of John the Baptist, Aug. 29.— Nicolas. 

• All Hallows, or All Saints' Day, Nov. 1. — Nicolas. 
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Icb mette of hym SLUopere fair metyng* : 52 

To oure lorde of heuene ich telle fis, 

pai my sweuene i^mrne to mychel blis. 

Me Joujth he rood vpon an Asse — 

And ))at ich take god to witnesso ! — 56 

y wonden he was in a Mantel gray ; 

Toward Rome he nom his M-ay ; 

Vpon his heuede saf an gray hure ; 

It semed hym wel a mesuie ; 60 

he rood wiJ>outen hose & sho, — 

his wone was noujth so forto do ; — 

his shankes semeden al blood rede ; 

Myne herte wop for grete drede ; 64 

AU a pilgryme he rood to Rome, 

And f ider he com wel swife sone. 

P£ ))rid sweuene me mettd a ni^th, 
Rijth of ))at derwor))e kni^th ; 68 

J>e wedenysday a nijth it was, 
Nexf pe day of seiwt lucie^ bifore cristenmesse. 
Ich shewe pisy god of heuene : 

To mychel ioye he ioume my sweuene ! 72 

Me ])0U3th ])at ich was af Rome, 
And ))ider ich com 8wi)>e sone : 
pe Pope*, & sir Edward oure kyng*, 
Bo)>e hij hadden a newe dubbyng* ; 76 

Hure gray was her closing* ; 
Of opere clo)>e8 sei^ ich noting*. 
pe pope* 3ede bifore, mytred wel faire I-wys ; 
Je kyng* Edward com corouned myd gret blis ; 80 

pat bitokne)> he shal be 
Emp^rour in cristianete : 
lesua crist ful of grace, 

Graunte oure kyng*, in eucry place, 84 

Maistrie of his wi|>crwynee', 

• «Lucy, Virgin and Martyr, Dec. 13/— Nicolas. 
* 'pope* eroat thraugK ' A,8. friisirnrynjia, adversary', enemy. 



I dreamt that 
Edw. II rode ua a 
pilgrim towarda 



a RTay cap on hia 
lieud. 



no hoae or ahoea 



but Ilia ahanlia 
blood red. 



The nUrd 
Dream, 

On Wediieaday 
before Dec. 18 



I dreamt I waa at 
Bomtti 

and aaw the ?off 
and Edw. U 



with only gray 
eapaoo. 

The Pope went 
ftratk in hie mitre; 
Edw. U waa 
erowod, in tdcen 
thatheahaUbe 
the Emperor of 
Chriatendom. 
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1. ADAM DAVT S 6 DREAMS ABOUT EDWARD IL 



Ths fourth 
Dream, 



I WM In a dMpal 
of Ui« Virgin 
M*ry. 



Christ nnnalld 
his liaiids from 
the Crow, 

Midwkthit 
Mother'i iMvt 



to go with Edw. 
II, who WM going 
odftCiluade. 



Chrlflf 1 Mother 
g»ve him leftv«, 
M Edw. n had 
■Iwv* Mnrd bar. 



Adam, the Mar- 
thai of Stratford- 
at-Bow, dreamt 
thia Dream, 



on Wedneadaj in 



And of alle wicked sarasynes ! 
Me met* a sweuene, on worj^ing^-nijth^. 
Of Jat ilche derworje knijth ; 88 

God ich it shewe, & to witnesse take. 
And 80 shilde me fro synne & sake ! 
In-to an chapel ich com of cure lefdy ; 
lesua crist, hire leue son, stood by ; 92 

On rode ho was, an louelich Man, 
Als )>ilk )>at on rode was don. 
He vnneiled his honden two, 

And seide, ' wif fe knijth he wolde go ' : 96 

" Maiden, & moder, & mylde quene, 
Ich mote my kni^th to-day sene. 
Leue moder, ^iue me leue, 

£for ich ne may no longer bileue ; 100 

Ich mote conueye )>at ilk* kni^th, 
)>at YS ha]) serued day and nijth : 
In pilerinage he wil gon, 

To bieji awreke of oure fon." 104 

" Leue son, joure wiUe, so mote it be, 
for ])e kni^th bo]>e day & nijth ha]) serued me^ 
Bofe af oure wille wel faire I-wys, 
])erfore he ha]) serued heuene-riche blis." 108 

God ])at is in heuene so bri^th, 
Be wi)) oure kyng* bo])e day & nijth 1 
Amen, Amen, so mote if be ! 

\erio bidde)) a pater noster: & an Aue. 112 

^ Adam, J)e marchal, of stretforcJ-atte-bowe — 
Wel swi|)e wide his name is yknowe, — 
He hym-self* mette fis metyng* — 
To witnesse he take]) lesxi heuene kyng*, — 116 

On Wedenysday in clene leinte 
A voice me bede I ne shulde nou}th feinte ; 
Of pe sweuenes pai her ben write, 
I shulde swij>e don my lorde kyng* to wite. 120 

' X can't find what or when this is. 
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1. ADAM DAVY'S 6 DBEAMS ABOUT EDWARD n. 15 

Ich ansuoxde, * jat I ne mijtL for derk* gon.* 

be vols me bad goo^ for liath ne shuld ich faile non, a voice from 

' 1 , , , A beavon bade dm 

And ])at I ne snolde lette for noping*, teu the King my 

Jat ich shulde shewe Je kyng my metyng*. 124 

ffor|> ich went* swife onon, 
Estward as me ]>oii}th ich mijth gon : 
* ])e li^th of heuene me com to, 

As ich in my waye shulde go. 128 

" Lorde, my body ich jelde J)ee to, 
What joure wille is wij> me to do. 
Ich take to witnesse god of heuene, 
)>at so])lich ich mette pia ilche sweuene^ I 132 . 

I ne reiche what jee myd my body do, 
Als wisselich lema of heuene my soxde vndergo." 

PE fursday next J>e beryng* of onre lefdy*, The fifth 

Me fourth an Aungel com sir Edward by : 136 -^'•*^*- 
)>e Aungel bitooki sir Edward on honde ; 
Al bledy wg* |>e foure forjer clawes so were of })e lombe. 
At Caunterbiry, bifore fe heije autere, J)e kyng* stood, i dreamt that 
ydobed al in rede : mt/rre he was of bat blee red as blood, before the HiRfa 

Altar at Canter^ 

God, ))at was on gode-friday don on )>e rode, 141 bavy, dad au in 

So tt^me my sweuene ni^th & day to mychel gode I 

Tweye poyntj fere ben |>at ben vnshewed, Ci«tf w. back] 

£for me ne wor)»e to clerk ne lewed ; 144 

Bot to sir Edward oure kyng«, 

hym wil ich shewe J)ilk« metyng*. 

IT Ich telle 30U forsoj^e wi))outefi les, 

Als god of heuene maide marie to moder ches, 148 

be Aungel com to me, Adam Dauy, & sede, An Angei bade 

me, Adam Davy, 

" Bof J>ou, Adam, shewe J)is, ]>ee worfe wel yuel mede ! " teu my dream to 

fcrfore, my lorde sir Edward J>e kyng*, 

I shewe 30U Jis ilk* metyng*, 152 

.As )^ Aungel it shewed me in a yisiouit. 

> « The Lady protests too muoh, methinks.**— JTAffOff, IIL 
if. 240. 

» Nativity of the Virgin Mary, Sept. 8.— Nicolas. 



King Edward. 
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1. ADAM Davy's 6 dreams about bdwaud u. 



unienmjdTMuiM Bof Ms tokenviig* bifallo, 80 doob me ii)-to prisoun t 

ooin« tnM, put DM •» «-» » 9 » 

lu priMo! Lorde, my body is to joure wille ^ ; 

J^i) }ee wille)> me ]>6rfore spille, 156 

Ich it wil take in ^lemodenesse, 

Als god graonte vs heuene blisse ; 

And lete ts neo^re yroi mysse, 

])at we ne moten ))ider wende in dennesse ! 160 

Amen, amen, so mote it be. 

And lete ys neo^re to o))6re waye tee ! 

Who so wil speke myd me, Adam ]>e morchal, 

In str6tfor])e-bowe he is yknowe, & ouere aL 164 

Ich ne shewe noo^th ]f)& forto haae mede, 

Bof for god almi3tties drede ; 

% ffor it is soo]». 



I. Adam th« 
Manhiil, am 
known in Strai- 
ford-at-Bow and 
•rarywbera tlM. 



[Follows, The Jed of AlisaundeTy printed in Weber's 
Eomances, voL L 



D 



luers is ^is myddeller^de 
To lewed Men & to lerede ; 
Bysynesse / care & sorou^ 
Is myd Man vche morowje.** 



(&C.)] 



MS. willeUe. 
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Cfje ttm^ flit: life of St ^Itm 

m FOUK VEKSIONS, 
FEOM SIX MANUSCEIPTS. 



1. The longest version, in 12-line stanzas, from Laud MS. 622, 

in the Bodleian. 

2. The shortest version, in couplets, from the Cotton MS., Titus 

A xxvi, in the British Museum. 

3. The shorter 6-line-stanza version, from the grand Vernon MS. 

(ab. 1400 A.D.) and Laud 108, both in the Bodleian. 

4. The longer 6-line-stanza version, from Laud MS. 463 in the 

Bodleian, and Trin. Coll MS. Oxford 57 [81]. 



ADAM DAW. 
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[The first following version of the lAfe of St Alexius, from Laud 
622, is the longest — and latest, no doubt ^, — of the English forms of 
the story. It was unknown to Dr Horstmann when he edited his 
Altengliache Legenden; and he having calld my attention to the 
other three versions of the Alexius legend, I have, for completeness' 
sake, added them here. I have also printed the Laud 108 opposite 
the Vernon text, from which it differs slightly sometimes in words, 
and in more distinctly Midland forms (waster , was there, L 10 ; 
kauest tou, L 490 ; and tou, L 496 ; and te, L 547 ; some a forms, 
like gan, L 168), for convenience of comparison of two later repre- 
sentatives of one unknown original I should perhaps apologize for 
wasting so much space on a mere legend of a so-calld saint's life. 
But the present story is the same pathetic one as Guy of Warwick's ; 
it is prettily versified ; and the comparing of the four ways in which 
the same incidents are told, has a certain interest : one likes to see 
how the religious-story writers of old spun out or shortend their 
material^: and the oddness of their notions as to the line of his 
images' life that pleasd the God and Father of men, is always in- 
structive, specially when set beside many of the popular ideas on 
this and like subjects now. If folk would but stop attributing to 
God, motives, opinions, arrangements and likings, which they'd con- 
sider an insult to set down to any wise and good Mend of their own, 
how much useless bother would come to an end ! 

Dr Horstmann, — who edited the Laud 108 Life in Herrig's 
Archiv, voL iii. p. 102-10, 1873*^ — says that the sources of the 
Alexius legend are the * Vita metrica, auctore Marbodo, primum 
archidiacono Andegavensi, deinde Redonensi episcopo (t 1123)', 
printed in the Acta Sanctorum, BolL 17. Juli, p. 254-256; and 
another *TOa, auctore anonymo', ib. p. 251-254. To the last, the 
Laud 108 version is nearly related, often even in words. Eight 
Middle High German versions of this Legend were edited by Mass- 
mann, Quedlinburg, 1843. The following Early English lives do 
not belong to the great Collection of long-line " Saints' lives " in 
the Harleian, Vernon, and other MSS, from which I printed a selec- 
tion* for the Philological Society in 1863 for its Transactions, of 
1858. This Collection will be edited in a separate volume some day 
for the K E. Text Society, by Dr Horstmann, after he has edited for 
us all the Extra Legends not in the Collection or in the Vernon 
Gospel-stories.] 

' There is a MS. of the Life in the Durham Cathedral Library, but my 
enquiries about it have not yet elicited any answer. 

' Note how the shorter versions lengthen the end of the story. 

' I believe that he has since edited the Vernon, Trinity and Laud-463 texts. 

* And roistakingly printed ' i' * as Midland or Northern * ic *, instead of the 
Southern ♦ ich '. 
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THE LEGEND OR LIFE OF ST. ALEXIUS. 

FBOM SIX MAKUSCBIPTS. 



[Laud MS. 622, leaf 21, back.] 



(1) 



K 



Lie ])at willen here in lyme 
Hou gode Men in olde tyme 
Loueden god almi^th, 3 

fat weren riche of grete yaloure, 
Kynges sones and Emperoure, 
Of bodies stronge & li3th : 6 

jee habbe)> yherd ofte in geste 
Of holy men maken feste 
Bo])e daye & ni3tb, 9 

fiforto haue fe ioye in heuene 
wij Aungelfl song* & meiy steuene, 
pere blis is biode & bii^th. 1 2 

(2) 
If To 30U alle, heije & lowe, 
])e ri^th BOpQ to biknowe 
3ouTe soules forto sane, 15 

pe seK waye ]»at god jede 
To folowe hym I wolde 30U rede, 
heuene forto crane ; 18 

And so duden ])apostles alle, 
* fat to lesvL wolden calle, 
fifor noujth fai nolde bilaue, 21 

And to penannce f ai hem took*, 
werldes wele f ai al forsook* 
Oure lordes lone to haue 24 

LA.XJD 622 



(3) 



^ f ise ofere holy seintz & gode, 
Martirs, virgines mylde of mode. 
And fise confessonres, 27 

Religious pat her lijf willen dijth, 
fforto Bervien god almijth 
By tides & by houres ; 30 

jee haue yherd saide wel ofte 
Man may noujth lede l\jf to softe, 
And wonen in heuene boures. 33 
pe godspel seij> we moten lete 
werldes lijf, fat finkef ys swete, 
And su£&en hard shoures, 36 

(4) 
IF flFader & moder & werldes goode, 
And folowe hym fat dyed on rode 
£for oure synnes sake ; 39 

And fan shullen we haue his loue, 
And ioye & blis wif hym a-boue 
fat he for ys gan make. 42 

I shal 30U now telle wif mouf e 
Of on fat is name couf e 
fat suffred woo & wrake. 4t5 

his holy hjf & his godenesse 
I may tellen more & lesse, 
In woo hou he gan wake. 48 

LAUD 622 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HIS FATHER EUFEMIAN, OP BOMB. 



(5) 
IT he forsook' conforf of al his kynde, 
Eichesse he lete al bihynde, 
To god al he hym took* : 51 

Alexius is his name in storie, 
writen of whom is made memorie 
In many holy book*. 54 

In Rome, fat was noble Cite, 
woned a Man of grete pouste, 
fat mychel mirfe a^ wook* ; 57 

LAUD 622 P MS. of a] 



his lijf he lad worschiplich, 
honot^7*ed he was of poiwre & riche 
fat on hym gan look*. 60 

(6) 
IT Eufeniens was his name ; 

Of godenesse was his fame 

In f e Cite of Rome. 63 

f erfore f e riche Emperoure 

Of f e Cite made hym Cenatonre. 

fifor loos of his wisdome. 66 

LAUD 628 



[MS. Cotton, Titus, A xxvi, If U5.] 
THE LYFE OF ST. ALEXES. 
rA]lle fat wolle a whyle here dwdi, A tale Sone of grete pyte 



berkynnythe, and I woH yowe teH 

OOTTOK 



Att rome, by-ffett in fat Cyte, 

COTTON 



[Vermn M8.,leaf ii,'\ 

Sittef stille wtt^nten strif, 
And i wol teUen on of a lyf 
OfanholyMon; 3 

Alix was his nome. [schome, 
To seruen god f hujte him no 
f er-of neuer he ne blon. 6 

his fadi^r was a gret lording, 
Of rome a kyngw* euenyng, 

VERNON 



[Laud MS. 108, leaf 233, back.] 
VITA cm USDAM SANCTl VtRI 
IfOMlNEALEK. OPTIMA VITA. 

Sittef stille wifouten strif, 
And I schal telle jon fe lif 
Of an holy man. 3 

Alex was his ryjtte name ; 
To seme god f oute him no schame, 
& f 67'of neuere he ne blan. 6 

his fader was a gret lording 
Of rome, a kynges euening, 

LAUD 108 



[LfiudMS. 463, Zea/116.] 

LEstenef alle & herkenef me, 
^ong* & olde, thewe & freo, 
And I. jou telle sone, 
hou a jong* man, gent & freo, 
Bigan f e werldes wele to fleo, 
y-bore was in Rome. 

In Rome was a doughty man, 
fat was depecl Eufemyan, 

LAUD 463 



[Trin. Coll. MS., Ox/., 57 [81], If 73.] 
Vita Banoti Allex^. 

Lestenef alle, and herkenef me, 
^onge and olde, bonde & fre. 
And ich ^ow telle sone, 3 

How a jong* man, gent and fre, 
£y-gan bis worldis wele to fle : 
T-b^m he was in Rome. 6 

IT In Rome was a dcwty man, PfTs,!*] 
fat was y-clepud Eui^mian. 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HIS FATHER 8 WEALTH AND CHARITY, 
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Eiche he was of grete hononres, 
Of londes, Castels, & of toures ; 
Men speken of hym ylome 
In alle J)inge3 wifouten stryf* ; 
Vche man he tau^tte holy lyf* 
To his court fat come. 

(7) 
IT Stronge he was in armes & li3th, 
A3ein8 Erie, baroun, & kni3th, 
his lordes ri3th to defende ; 75 

lAUD 628 



69 



72 



J?e;fore hym loued f e Empcroure, 
And made hym maister & gouem- 

oure 
Of his tresore to spende. 
To his somouns in armes clers 
Two f ousandes be had of bachelers, 
])at curteis weren & hende, 81 

'And alle yshredt in clo))es of golde, 
None fairer mi3tten ben on molde, 
In ))e werldes ende. 84 

LAUD 622 



There somtyme wonnyd a man, 
hys name was cattyd eufemyan; 
he was ryche in oR thyng, 
And euery day serayd as a kyng ; 
he had I-now3e of worlldys weti, 



And seruantee? with hym many and 

fele, 
Thre thowesant to hym were atend- 

aimd, 
That weryd gold on here pendaunt. 



COTTON 



COTTON 



and hihte Eufemian. 9 

Pore men to clofe and fede. 
In al rome, fat riche ))eode, 
such nas ))er nan. 12 

eueri day were in his halle 

I-leid )>reo bordus, forte calle 

pore Men to fede. 15 

Hem to seme he was wel glad ; 

he dude as iesu. cnst him bad ; 

he hoped ))erfore to haue mede. 18 

VERNON 



& hy3tte sire Eufemian. 9 

Pore men to cloJ)e & fede, 
In al rome, J^at riche )>ede, 
Swich ne waster non. 12 

Eche day were in his haUe 
Leyd pre hordes, forto caUe 
Pore men to fede. 15 

Hem to serue he was wel glad, 
& dede as le^ crist him bad ; 
periore he hopede ban mede. 18 

LAUD 108 



Man of mychel myghte ; " 9 

Gold & Siluer he hadde .y.-nouh, 
Halles & boures, oxen & plouh. 
And wonder wel it dyghte. 12 

IT ffor all fe seke of fe burhg^ 

flFaste were y.-sough[t] })orul]^, 

& brouht to his house. 15 

he let hem bedde wel & fede. 

And to hem tok* goecl hede, 

him -self & his spouse. 18 

LAUD 4C3 



Man of moche my3te, ' 9 

Gold and seluer he hadde y-nou3 ; 
Halle and boures, oxse and plou3, 
And swi})e wel it dy3te, 12 

ffor alle j>e sike of pe borgh, 
ffaste ))e3 were y-sou3t f orgh, 
And i-brojt to his house ; 15 

IT And set hem bedde wel & fede, 
And to hem toke guod hede, 
Him-selue & eke his spouse. 18 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HIS MOTHER AQLOES IS BARBBK. 



(8) 
IT Men j?at jeden in pilerinage 
And Men of ordre^, was his vsage 
Often forto fede. PMS.c^dre] QenfM] 87 
Dame Agloes hi3th his spouse, 
Her dedes weren wel preciouse 
Holy lijf to lede. 90 

She was fair honeste <& wijs, 
Louelich, & of gref prijs, 
Ycome of gode kynrede ; 93 

LAUD 628 



A3eiiis no Man she mystook*, 
wij) contenauTice ne wif look*, 
Noijjer in word? ne dede. 96 

(9) 
IT Barayne was J)at gode wyf", 
In sorou^ she ledde her lijf*, 
ffor she no childe hadde. 99 

hir lorde for Jmt ilk* ^inge 
Ofte his honden gan to wrynge, 
And soroujful Lyf* he ladde ; 102 

LAUD 622 



In hys owne hous euery daye, 13 
A cnstyume was that I schcdi saye : 
there borede^ that were fayre spred, 
There pormen schulde be fede ; 16 
Of aH pormen of ylk a gate, 
there was none fat wemed J)* yate. 

COTTON 



A wyfe he had, she hyght a gales. 
An holey woman wit^owten lees ; 20 
She louyd god with all her myght. 
And seruyd hymbothe daye and nyght; 
She was of gode wyH, and hart Free 
To all })e dedes of chaiite. 24 

OOTTON 



whon he was semed bi and bi, 

J>enne was he redi 

to go to his mete ; 

ffor f e loue of Godea sone, 

wiJ) Men of Religione 

wolde he sitte and ete. 

IT His wyf h^te dame Agloes, 
to sigge so}) WitA-oute les, 
)>at muche was to preyse. 

VERNON 



21 



24 



When f ei were serued by & by, 

?ane at arst was he redy 
'o gon to his mete ; 
banne in drede of godes sone, 
Wij) men of religione 
He wolde sitte & ete. 



His wif hyjtte dame Agles, 
To seye pe sof e wi})oute les, 
27 fat meche was to preyse ; 

•LAUD 108 



21 



24 



27 



f e man hadde a god wif. 

She ne louede flyf ne stryf 

In al hire line. 21 

pe sekemen ofte she fedde, 

& softe broujf hem obedde, 

blessed beo she to wiue. 24 

U pei were to-gedere ^eres two, 
& so pei were somdol mo, 
W/t^-outen any blede. 27 

LAUD 463 



pis man hadde a wel guod wyf ; 
Hy ne louede fyjt ne stryf 
In al here lyue. 21 

pe sike men wel ofte hy fedde, 
And brojte hem to hare bedde : 
I-blessed be hy to wyue 1 24 

IT Hy were to-gyderes ^eres two. 
And so pe^ were somdel mo, 
With-onte eny blede. 27 

TRINITY 
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ffor he wende ])at god almi3th 
had hen wrooj) wij) hym aplijth, 
fej'eot sore hym dradde. 105 

Ofte he hisoujth god in heuene 
Stinde hem a childe, wiJ) mylde 

steuene. 
To maken hem hli]>e & gladde, 108 

(10) 
IT Conforte of hym forto haue, 
her godes after hem to sane, 

LAUD 922 



her londes & her ledes ; 111 

her eyre of hym forto make, 
And her richesse hym bitake, 
Pal&eies & her stedes. 114 

Ofte ))ai maden ])ub her bone, 
And god sent* hem grace sone, 
J)at fulfilde were Jhx> dedes : 117 
A son conceyued J>at gode wy f" ; 
Tyme com in her olde 1^'f* 
ybore it most be nede& 120 

LAUD 622 



there she woHde clothe and fede, 
and helpe men at here nede. 
By twene theym chylldehad fey none, 
there fore they made myketi mon. 28 
theye were i^fwaye bly the and hende, 
In hope that god shoUde hem sonde 

COTTON 



^Some maydyn chyllde, or some 
man, pifi4ft,bk] 

That theyre herytage* myght hane ; 

So long theye prayed with good 
entent, 33 

that a man chyllde god hem sent ; 

COTTON 



But heo dede fe same manere 
as dede hir lord, as je may here, 
was heo nout at ese. 



30 



Children bi-twene hemhedde ]>einone, 
ber-of to god bei maden heor mono 
bofe dai & niht. 33 

I«ni crist herde her bone, 
& sonde hem a ful good sone, 
heor herte forte liht 36 

VERNON 



Bote je my^tte do fe same manor 
fat dede lure lord, as y seyde er, 
Was je nat wel atayse. 30 

^ Child hem bi-t wene ne hadde fei non ; 
f er-fore to god he maden here mon, 
Bof e be day & ny3the ; [^ leaf t84] 33 
leiu crist herde here bone, 
& sente hem a ful god sone, 
here hertes forto lyjthe. 36 

LAUD 108 



fei bede god wtt^ herte gode, 

fat hem sonde suich a fode 

to seme hem & drede. 30 

And lesa Crist, bat is so mylde, 

Jaf hem grace, sne was with chylde, 

})e gode lauedye. 33 

Bof e be day, & be nyght, 

Jeme fei fonke<t oui* dnght, 

& Seiute ^larie. 36 

LAUD 463 



f 03 bede god vriih herte guode, 

fat hem sonde such a fode, 

To seruy him & drede. 30 

And iem crist, fat is so mylde. 
Hem 3af grace hy was wii)i childe, 
fat guode Leuedye. 33 

H Bothe be daye & eke be nyjte, 
Wel 3eme hy bonkede cure dryjte. 
And so hy deae Marie. 36 

TRINITY 
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8T. ALEXIUS IS BORN AND CHRI8TEND. 



(11) 

IT fai })aukeden god, & glade were, pe childe was mery in al manure, 



And avoweden in f is manere 
Chastite boj?e to take, 123 

And to lyuen in clene lyf, 
Eufeniens & his gode wijf*, 
And synne to forsake. 126 

LAUD 622 



As poi maden her p*aier6, 
Ani3th as ))ai gan wake. 129 

Alexius pBi gonne?) hym caUe ; 
yloued he was amonges hem alle 
])at to hym gonnen take. 132 

LAUD 628 



whan they wyst fat hit was so, 
Chanse theye leuyd bothe twoo, 36 
Sythyn fey wotide for no need 
Com to gedur in Flesschely ded. 
Whan thys man chyllde was home, 



. COTTON 



Fajme were her© frendys therfome ; 
Theye bare the chylde to chirche A 

none, 41 

And crystenyd hyt in the Font 

stona. 

COTTON 



^ So sone was bore fat blisful chQd, 

Alix bofe meke and Mild, [» leaf 44,bk] 

and of maners hende. 39 

sone after wif gret hast, 

f ei Auouwede bofe chast 

to heore lynes ende. 42 

VERNON 



"When he was bore, fat blisful child, 
Alex, bofe mek & myld, 
And of maneres hende : 
A litel after, wif greth hast 

ei a-voweden to him chast, 

o here lyues ende. 

LAUD 108 



e 



39 



42 



U f fe child y.-bore was, 

f ei f onkecJ Crist of his gi'ace 

wif glad chiere. 39 

Also as f e wone was, 

As f ei coude wit^ softe pas, 

to chirche fei it here. 42 

// f o f is child to chirche com, 

To afong* Cristendom, 

as f e lyghf is, 45 

his fader Ss his moder f o 

Swif e blif e were bo, 

& cleped it Alexys. 48 

H fei nadde bof f ilk sone, 

therfore as it is fe wone, 

fei loued it fe more. 51 

f o he was old, ^eres seuefi, 

fei him wissed wtt^ mylde steuefl, 

& sette him to lore. 54 

LAUD 463 



f o f is child y-bore was, 

Cnst f e^ f onkede of fat cas, 

Wtt/i wel glade chore. 39 

Al-so as f e wone was. 

As hy couf e "with softe pas 

fat child to cherche here. 42 

IT f f is child to cherche com, 

To vnderfonge cristendom. 

As ri^t it is, 45 

His fader & his moder bo, 

Swife blithe were fo, 

And clepude it * allexis.' 48 

IT Hy nadde bote fat ilke sone, 

f erfore, as it is fe wone, 

Hy louede him fe more. 51 

IT f he was old ^eres seuene, 

f e3 wissede him vrith mylde steueiie, 

And sette him to lore^ PMs.ioPB] 54 

TRINITY 
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8T. ALEXIUS LEABKS, PRATS, AND FIGHTS WELL. 
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(12) 



IT Alexius was setf to boke, 
To gode maistres )>ai hjm toke, 
And wise of clergie. 135 

fe more he wex in elde & lengfe, 
To semen god he dude his strengfe 
And his moder Marie. 138 

LAUD 622 



To J)e Emp^rowr whan he was hrou3th 
pare dedes of Armes werew ywrou3th 
To lemen chiualrye ; 1 41 

pere mi^th he sen in toMr[na]ment 
what kni^th was doujttiest of dent* 
And man of most maistrie. 144 

LAUD 622 



there theye callyd pe chylde Alexe ; 
Sone hit throofe, and wele hit wex. 
Whan hit was vij yere olde and more, 
hys freendys sett hym wnto lore ; 46 
he was sone Full goode of wytt, 



And wndcrstode the holy wryte ; 
he loued god in all his thought, 49 
And of thys worllde gaffe he nought ; 
he sawe thys worllde was butt gytte, 
for hit showld laste but a whyle ; 52 



COTTON 



COTTON 



per-aitur was hit not lowge, 

Alix cou])e speke and gonge, 

and was i-set to lere ; 45 

sone he was a wel god clerk, 

& muche he loued godue werk 

forte speke & here. 48 

VERNON 



])er-after was it nat lange : 
Alex coude speke & gauge, 
And was set to lere. 
Sone he was a ful good clerk, 
& meche he louede godes werk 
fforto speke & here. 

LAUD 108 



45 



48 



H fis child wex & wel they, 

Cristes help him was ney, 

& pai was wel y.-sene ; 57 

for more he lemed? in on 3er 

})an any of his ojer fere 

dide in ^eres tene. 60 

// As sone as he vnderstod 

Werldes blisse nas not god, 

Who it vnderstode, 63 

Werldes wele he forsok*, 

& to lesvL Crist him tok*, 

pat deyede on pe Bode. 66 

// he besought nyght & day 

heuefi king*, pat al wel may, 

3eue him strength & mygh[t]e 69 

A3ein pe feond pat is aboute 

to bring* his some in gret doute, 

gostliche to fighte. 72 

LAUD i63 



piB child wax, and wel y-pe3, 

Cnstis help him was ne3, 

And fat was wel y-sene ; 57 

ffor more he lemede^ in one 3ere 

ban eny of his of ere fere 

Dede in 3eres tene. c* ms. sernede] 60 

IT ffor sone f is child him vnderstod 
f is worldis blisse was no3t guod, 
f e man fat him vnderstode, 
Worldes wele he forsoke, 
And to iesn crist him toke, 
fat do was on f e rode. 

He by-S03te ny3t and day 
Heuene kynge, fat al fynge may, 
He 3eue him strengf e & my3te 
IF A3ens f e fend fat is a-boute, 
To brynge vs in euel route, 
Gostlich to fy3te. 72 



63 



66 



69 
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ST. ALBXIUS*S FATHER CHOOSES HIM A WIFE. 



(13) 
IT His fSader was bo))e w\J8 & ware, 
ffor pat his son so wel hym bare, 
he loaed hym al his lijf*. 147 

he J)ori3th to don swiche pMruyaunce, 
whar-wij) he mi^th hym avaunce 
And Wynne hym a wijf*. 150 

To a riche prince his son he sent*, 
And afterward to hym he went*, 
Stille wiJ)outen stryf* : 153 

LAUD 628 



A doujtter he had, brijth & shenc, 

pe heritage shulde hires bene 

Of Castel & londes ryf*. 156 

(U) 
IT whan ayjer herd oferes wiUe, 
And speken ferof to-gedre stille 
To make p9,t sposaile, 159 

Of ]>e tyme comen was ]>e day 
To fulfiUe wijK)uten delay, 
Certeyn, wi])outen faile, 162 

LAUD 688 



neuerthe les whan he was elde, 
lone and felde For to weUde, 
hys fader puruyde hym a wyffe, 55 
Wit whome he soulde led hys lyife ; 
A mayden there was fayre and Fre, 
Com of ))e rycheste of that cette. [if i4«] 

OOTTON 



In holy chyrche vppon a daye 59 
They were spousyde in goddys lane ; 
Atte here sponsyng I wott there stode 
Beshoppys feUe and prestes goode ; 
Sythen theye made a mangery 
With all the beste of here aleye ; 64 

COTTON 



As time as he bi-gon to belde, 
and was i-come to Monnes elde, 
hi7w was chosen a wyf, 51 



Sone whan he gan to belde, 
& forto comen to mannes elde, 
him was chosen a wif. 



51 



VERNON 
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U his bone herde j)e King* of heueli, 

& spak* to him wi]) mylde steuene, 

& seide, * Alexijs, 75 

To-day Jm)u may blij?e beo, 

fi bone L grante fe, 

& a sete in heueil blisse. 78 

U And .L ))e do to vnderstonde, 
fat ]>ou most ])ole shame & shonde, 
al for my sake. 81 

Into vnkou)) lond bou most* wende, 
Sone L wile fe fidet sende, 
& alfi kin forsake. 84 

Into vnkoa)) lond fon shalt fare, 

& suf&e myche tene & care, 

& al for loue myn ; 87 

& sithen fon shalt* a^em come, 

& in pi fader hous wone, 

& J)er-in haae goed fyn.' 90 

LAUD 463 



His bone y-herde }q kynge of heuene. 
And spake to him wtt^ mylde stenene, 
And seyde, * allezis, 75 

To-day pou my^t wel blyje be, 
ffor f yne bone ich gran^ fe, 
And my blessynge y-wis. 78 

IT And ich fe do wel to ynderstonde 
))at boa most ))olye shame & shonde, 
Al for myne sake. 81 

Into vncou^ londe pan most wende, 
Sone ))ader ich wil pe sende, 
And al pj ken forsake. 84 

In-to vncouj) lond pou most fare, Df 74] 
And sofi&y moche tene ))are, 
Al for sone myne. 87 

IT And suff e bon shelt a-^e come. 
And in fy fader hous [shalt] wone, 
And J)er-ynne fyne.' 90 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS 18 MARRIED AGAINST HIS WILL. 
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To ])e chirche of seint Bonefas 
wip piB maiden ])ai token ])e pas, 
J)at heije was of paraile ; 165 

As custume was & shulde be^ 
])ai maden gret solempnite, 
J)e Pope & his conseile. 

(15) 
IT Aleidus was shamefast*, 
And of weddyng* he was agasf , 
his v^'s al pale bjrwenf ; 

LAUD 628 



168 



171 



Leuer hym were to be de<t 

J)an haue ytrowed J)at ilk* red 

By his owen assent*. 174 

He ne wist what he mi^th don ; 

fful gret sorouj com hym on, 

he helde hym-self* shenf. 177 

To god he gan hym al affye, 

And to his moder seint Marie, 

Trewely, wij) gode entent?. 180 

LAUD 622 



AH that comyn thyder pat daye 
theye were seruyd wette to paye, 
Com J)ey erley, com the late, 
theye wer neuer wemyd fe yate ; 68 
there was nowder man nor knaue, 
Byt mete and drynke he myght haue. 

COTTON 



Euery man had there plente 
Of claret wyne and pymente ; 72 
There was many a rtche wyne, 
In syHuer and in golde fyne ; 
Many a coppe and many a pece, 
wtt^ wyne wemage & eke of grece ; 

COTTON 



Out of f e Emperors hour, 

a maiden god with gret honour, 

to wedden wiJ>-oute strif. 



VERNON 



Out of be emparoures hour, 
A mayae good, of greth honur, 
54 To wedde wijK)ute stri£ 54 

LAUD 108 



U fe childes fader fel in elde, 

& his moder godes helde 

^eiea hadde fele. 93 

ne wold his sone shold wiue. 

To ^lade hem in her^ Hue, 

& haue werldes wele. 96 

fei sought* hem sone a mayde, 
pat witty was, as al folk* sayde, 
comen of hy kinne. 99 

Womman she was of heu bright, 
heo fouht* on cHst day & nyht, 
& kepte hii* fro siwne. 102 

po J)ei wei' to-gidere come, 

fis maide & pis ^ong gom, 
n godes lawe, 105 

pere was game & myche gleo, 
Ac, for-sofe, tel I, fe, 
eylec) him no plawe. 108 

LAUD 463 



pva childis fader fel on elde, 

And his moder godis helde, 

|eres hadde fele. 93 

Hy wolde here sone sholde wyue, 

To gladen hem in J^is lyue. 

And haue worldis wele. 96 

IF Hy by-so^ten him a mayde, 

?at witty was and ful of rode, 
-come of he^e kenne ; 99 

Woman hy was of hewe bri^t, 
Hy fojte on crist day and ny^t. 
And wiste here fro senne. 102 

ffor Jk) hy were to-gydere y-come, 

el mayde and )>is jonge gome, 
godis lawe, 105 

IT per was game and moche gle, 
Ac, al for-8o))e ich teUe f e, 
Ne eysede hem no plawe. 108 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS IS BID 00 TO HIS WIFE IN BED. 



(16) 
IT Nafeles he lete his heuynysse, 
And made mychel ioye & blisse 
At l^at solempnite. 183 

He bare hym curteislich & stille, 
To fulfille his faders wille, 
Glad as he had ybe. 186 

ffulfiltl was fe weddyng* 
wij) ioye & blis in al fing*, 
])at many man mi^th see. 189 

LAUD 622 



fe ni3th was comew, & fe day gon, 

))e kni^ttes waten on & on 

To her owen cuntre. 192 

(17) 
IT Eufeniens his son gan calle, 
And tidynges amonge he^H alle 
He tolde hyw pat were newe. 195 
* Son, to J)i chaumbre J)ou most wende, 
To J)i wyf fair & hende, Deaf 22. b«*] 
Blysful & bri3th of hewe.' 198 

LAUD 622 



And many A noder ryche vessett 
-with wyne of gascoyne and of rochett. 
whan euyne com fat elke a gest 
was gone to bed to take hys rest, 80 

COTTON 



Enfemyan callyd hys sone Anone, 
And bad hym fat he shoulde gone 
In to hys chaumb^^r to hys fere. 
And cowmfort her in hys manere. 84 



COTTON 



IF whow heo werew weddet fe furste 
in godua lawe as hit was ri3t, [ni^t, 
& were/i i-brou^t to house, 57 

Mekeliche he gon hira teche 
to drede god of suwne is leche, 
fat is Maidenes spouse. 60 

VERNON 



Whan f ei were wedded feferste nyjth 
In godes [lawe], as it was ryjth, 
& was I-brouth to house : 57 

Mek[e]liche he gan hire teche, 
To drede god, of sinne leche, 
fat is maydenes spouse. 60 

LAUD 108 



H f e day was go, fe nyht was com, 

Seide f e fader to f e sone, 

wif glad chei*. 111 

' vp arys, sone myn, 

& go into boure f yn. 

To glade fi fere.' 114 

// f he com to boure to his fere, 

he beheliJ f e may of glad chere, 

«fe of bright hewe. 117 

Sone menged his f ouht*, 

In fonding* he was brouht, 

his cai* began al newe. 120 

ne sy3te & made sory chore, 

be teres out of his wete lere 

bitter he let falle. 123 

Ne myhf glade him his fere 

wtt^ wordes ne wzVi fair chera, 

fat stod shred in palle. 126 

LAUD 463 



f e day was go, f e nyjt was come ; 

bo seyde be fader to fe sone, 

With wel glade chere, 111 

* Op arys, f ou sone myn. 

And go [f ou] in-to boure f yn, 

To glady f yne fere.' 114 

IF f he was in-to boure y-brojt, 

He by-held fat may swaf el & tojt 

Of bri^te hywe. 117 

Sone tw^-nde he his f o^t, 

In fondynge he was y-brojt, 

His care be-gan al nywe ; 120 

He si3te, & made sorweful chere, 
Teres oner his whyte lere 
By terc he let falle. 123 

IF Ke myjte him gladye his fere, 
With wordes ne with fajre chere, 
fat stod y-shrud in palle ; 126 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS EXHORTS HIS WIFE TO LIVE A VIRGIN. 



29 



And whan Alixiz/^ herd fat worcl 
It pricked his hert* as speres core). 
So sore it gan hym rewe ; 201 

Bot his fader wra))))i he nolde, 
He had leuer be vnder molde, 
))at neuer man hym knewe. 204 

(18) 
IT whan J>e folk* was went away, 
And he al-one in chaumbre lay, 
Alexiw^ gan to preche ; 207 

LAUD 622 



Of lega he bigan his game, 
werldes likyng* he gan blame, 
his 3onge wyf to teche. 210 

He tau^tte hir, fat was so hende, 
Hon she shulde haue god to frende 
))at is onre soules leche ; 213 

jif she wolde alle her lijf« 
Duelle bofe maiden & wijf», 
fe fende she mi3th do wreche. 216 

LAUD 622 



Alex was to hym obedyent, [\mtiM, bk] 
and ded his faders comawndement ; 
In to a chaumbeir he com fuH ryght. 
And redy there he founde hys bryght. 



And toke here in his armys twoo, 
And downe they layde bothe twoo ; 
* dame,' he sayde, * non it ys soo, 
Of Flessche ar wee aliso. 92 



OOTTON 



OOTTON 



He preched hire with al his miht, 
of sunne heo scholde haue no plijt, 
bat holden hir Maide/zhed. 63 

Of lesM fat Maiden dene, 
in whom was neuere wen* i-sene, 
heo schulde ban hire med. 66 

VERNON 



he prechede hire wi)) al his myath : 
Of s[i]nne je scholde hauen no ply^th, 
Bote kepe hire maydenhod ; 63 

& of iesu, Jmt mayde dene. 
In whom was neuere wem I-sene, 
^e scholde habbe hire mede. 66 

LAUD 108 



'If No longer to hele of he brak«, 
J>e jongman to his bride spak*, 
wiOi wel fair here : 129 

' Lemman, haue goday, i? laaf iie, back] 
No longer I ne may 
wij) fe lenen here. 132 

// Wende L mot fer of loniJ, 

& soffire tene & peines strong*, 

my sinnes to bete. 135 

Bobe I. mot, for godesake, 

ffader & moder myn forsak*^ 

&fefektax^BO suete.' 138 

// fo she hadde herde fla tale, 
Al hii' blis tt/me<) to bale, 
y.-swowe she fel to gronde. 141 

fo she of swounyng* ros, 
Atterliche hii' agros 
with care she was y-bound. 144 

LAUD 463 



fo it alles op a brak«, 

fe ^onge man to his brede spak^, 

Witfi wel fayre here : 129 

' Leman, haue guod day. 

No longer ich ne may 

WitJi fe by sene here. 132 

IT Wende ich mot fer out of londe, 
And soffiry tene & peynes stronge. 
My synnes to bete. 135 

Bothe ich mot, for godis sake, 
ffader & moder myne forsake. 
And }q fat Bit 80 swete.' 138 

bo hy hadde y-herd fe tale. 

Hire blesse tumde to bale, 

A-swo3e hy fel to grounde. 141 

IT b o hy of swojenynge a-ros, 

Wel sore here Srgros, 

Wtt/i care hy was y-bounde. 144 

TRINITY 
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BT. ALEXIUS RESOLVES TO LEAVE HIS WIFE A VIRGIN. 



(19) 
IT )>at maiden herkned swi]>e stille. 
And whan he seide had al his wille 
J)e holy gost hir laujtte, [mood 

And she hym gronnted wij) mylde 
To louen le^u fat dyed [on] rood, 
As he hym-self hir tau^tte. 222 

Alexius was ])oo glad & bli])e, 
his ioye couj^e he noman ki]>e , 
his spouse a lyng^ he lanjtte, 225 

LAUD 628 



And seide to hir, ' my suete ))iDg*y 

Take to fee fis ilk* ryng*, 

And kepe it in fine au^tte. 228 

(20) 
IF *0f me whan fou wilt haue mynde 
Loke here-on, as fou art hende, 
Bof e by day & ni^th. 231 

In piler3mage now wil I go, 
And half* fe godenesse fat I do 
Graunte fee god almi3th.' 234 

LAUD 628 



None may we be gladde of f is lyffe, 
For thowe art bothe moder and wyffe ; 
For aHwaye rede fat hit so be, 95 
For nowe muste me wende frome the. 



Whylys I was yong I made a vowe, 
That I wyH FullfeH hyt nowe, 
For to wende a pylgremage, 
None woti I doo fat vyage, 100 



COTTON 



COTTON 



J)enne tok he his gold rywg, 

and ^af hit to fat Maide 3ing, 

and seide to hire f us : 69 

' Tac f is Ryng and kep hit me, 

til fat godes wille be, 

crist beo bi-twene vs.* 72 

VERNON 



f a7me tok he his gold ring, 

& ^af fat mayde, fat was jing, 

& seyde to hire f us : 69 

* Tak f is ring, & kep it me. 

Til fat godes wille be, 

God bi-twene vs.* 72 

LAUD 108 



IT Sone fo she myht* stonde. 

She tar hii* heer, & wrong* hii* bond, 

& made reuful here. 1 47 

* Nou fan wilt* my lef of londe, 

Loke I. may after fe long*, 

Alas, fat L ded nere. 150 

U Alias, mi lef, what haston f ouht, 

la myche cara pou hast me brouht*, 

on me fou hast sinne. 153 

After fat fou art gon, 

Vpbreid me tyt manyon 

of fi riche kinne. 156 

// Awey, mi lef, bat L was bore, 

ffor al my blisse is forlore, 

& nou waxef my pine, 159 

Alone her-inne I. wile wone, 

& euere eft* mannes mone shone, 

Al for loue fine.' 162 

LAUD 463 



Sone so by my^te op-stonde, 
Hy tar here her, & wrang* here honde, 
And made reuful here : 147 

* Now fou wilt lef out of londe, 
Loky ich may after f e longe ; 
Alias ! fat ich ded nere ! 150 

IF Alias my lef 1 what hast fou fojtl 

In moche care ich am y-brojt ; 

Of me fou hast synne. 153 

After fat fou art a-gon, 

Op breyde me tyt of manyon, 

Of f yne riche kynne ; 1 56 

A-wey my lef, fat ich was y-bore, 
flfor al my blisse is f or-lore, 
And now wexef my pyne. 159 

H Allone her-ynne ich wille wonye, 
^ And euere eft mannes mone shonye, 
Al for loue fyne.' ni«rf74.b«*] 162 

TRINITY 
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Alexias pus his leue tooke ; 
Eewely his wijf gan on hym loke 
])at was so fair &^ bri^th ; [i ics. w] 
She ne wist to what londe 238 

])at she mi^th sende hym any sonde, 
Donne fel ])at swete wi^th. 240 

(21) 
IT Alixiua from his richesse 
In-to ponerf & wrecchednesse, 
f&om his firendes he fledde. 243 

LATH) 628 



vnto pe Cee he com wel sory, 
A shippe he fonde to seil redy, 
pe holy gost hym ledde. 246 

Of his golde <& of his pens 
wel he aquited his deepens, 
hendely of pat he hedde. 249 

pe wynde aroos at* her wille, 
wheper psi wolde, loude or stille ; 
At* her likyng* ))ai spedde. 252 

LAUD 682 



And pon schalt lewe here at home, 
agayne as goddys wyU I come.* 
he yaffe her a gyrdeH and a ryng, 
all for a tokyng at J>eyre departyng ; 



And Forthe he went that elke nyght. 
To pe sse he come full ryght; 
The shipe was redy, and ouer went, 
wynde att wyH god hym sent. 108 



COTTON 



OOTTON 



If whon he hedde don as i ou sei, 

he tok his leue & went his wei 

from ))at Maiden ire. 75 

A parti god with him he tok, 

& al pat opur he forsok, 

and wende him to ])e s^ 78 

TBRNON 



Whanne he hadde ido, as [1] ^ou sey. 
He tok his leue & wente nis wey 
fro ))at mayde fre ; 75 

A parti of his good he wif him tok, 
And al (at o])er he for-sok, 
he wente to pe see. 78 

LAUD 108 



U * Lemman, al for })i sake, — 

8o do]) pe turtel for hii^ mak^ 

whan he is y.-slawe, — 165 

Al myrthe L wile forsake, 

& euere-more sorwe take, 

& shone al plawe.' 168 

he tok* his girdel in his hond, 

& his mantel )»erwi]) he wondf, 

& his ring* of golde. 171 

' Mi lemman, haue ])is to ))e, 

& ofer while )>enk* on me 

Whan I. lye vnder molde. 174 

H Gret wel fader & modwr myn, 

leue hei'-inne, & beo hei' hyne 

wit^ wel milde mode. 177 

(ilk* lorcl .L pe beteche, 

(at is of alle bales leche, 

& de)) ]H)le<l on pe rode.' 180 

LAUD 463 



* Leman, al for (yne sake, — 
So do( (e drake for here make, 
Whanne he is a-slawe, — 165 
Alle merthe ich wiUe forsake, 

And euere-more sorwe take. 

And shonye alle plawe.' 168 

IF He nam his gerdul on his hond, 
And his mantel J>er-on he wond. 
And his ryng* oi golde. 171 

* My leman, haue now (is to (e. 
And oper whyle (enk* on me, 
whanne ich ligge ynder molde ; 174 

Gret wel fader & moder myn, 

By-lef her-ynne, & serue hun 

With wel mylde mode. 177 

IF (ulke lord ich (e by-teche, 

(at is of alle bale leche, 

(at de( (olede on rode.* 180 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS, AT GALYS, GIVES AWAT ALL HE HAS. 



(22) 
IF At* a Cite Galys men calle 
To londe ]>ai gonne;^ aryue;i alle, 
wij^outen enpeirement*. 255 

AlQidue of hem took* leue, 
And worschiplich J>ai hjm 3eue : 
To chirchewaixJ he went*. 258 

He ))anked god wi)) good wille 
Erly & late, loude & stille, 
foi ]>ider hem hadde sent*. 261 

LAUD 623 



He bisou^th god, & gan to wepe, 
})at from J>e f ende he shulde hjm kepe 
And his enticement*. 264 

(23) 
IF J)us he fat had riche wedes, 
Hei^e hors, & gode stedes, 
And Armes brijth & shene, 267 

Al he leet* ))e godes gret*, 
And went* on his bare feef, 
his soule to make clene. 270 

LAUD 622 



whan he come Into a Fer contie, 

COTTON 



he come into a ryche cytte, 

COTTON 



110 



He fond schipes redi, 

to on he wewte priueli, 

oner forte fare. 81 

whow he was onere on f e so^td, 

he was in an ynkou)) lond, 

fer he con neuer are. 84 

He wewt hiw forf -with godti8 wille, 

a feir cite he com tille, 

be nome i schal ou teUe. 87 

Edissa hette )>e cite, 

godz^ seruaunt forte be, 

ferinne forte dwelle. 90 

VEBNON 



He fond schipes redely ; 

To on he wente priueU, 

ouer forto fare ; 81 

He seyde he was a chapman, 

& preyde, he moste wif hem gon, 

jif fat here schip were 3are. 84 

fforj) he wente wif godes willo ; 

A fair cyte he com vn-tille ; 

be name I schal 30U telle : 87 

Edissa hatte fat cite ; 

Grodes seruant ber to be, 

fer-inne wolde ne dweUe. 90 

LAUD 108 



// Out of bom* he went* anon, 
As swif e as he myht gon. 
Eight* to fe stronde. 183 

Sone a smp he fond jare, 

Eb was redy to faie 
to vnkouf lond. 186 

IT Into fe ship anon he wend, 

& go($ suche wind sende 

fat sone to loniJ hem brouht. 189 

fat ship was god, be watwr deope, 

& of er while sore he wepe, 

& was in grd; fonht*. 192 

LAUD 463 



Out of f e borgh he wente anon, 
So swife so he my3te gon 
Ryjt to-ward be stronde ; 183 

Sone a schip he fond fare, 

eb was redy to fare 
-to vncoufe londe. 186 

IF In-to be schip anon he wente, 
And god wel sone such a wynd sente, 
fat to fe lond hem bro3te. 189 

fat scMp was guod, fat water dep, 
And of er whyle sore he wep, 
And was in moche f 03te ; 192 

TRINITY 
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Ofte it fel in his mende 

Of his fader & moder hende, 

pat soujth he schulde bene. 273 

He wolde for none kynnes Jjing* 

fat Men hadden of hyw knouyng*, 

ferfore he gan to flene. 276 

(24) 
IT £Erom pat cuntre swif e he ^ede, 
To-ward Surrie in feble wede, 
]>at noman shulde hym knowe. 279 

LAUD 622 



pere he duelled in grete pouerte, 
In hunger, in forst, & oj?er smertc, 
pat many man it sowe. 282 

fe Cee of grece passed he is, 
In-to pe Cite of Annys, 
He com fat ilk* f rowe. 285 

God he bitaujtte his compaignye, 
And 3ede to a chirche of seint 

Marie 
wij) herte meke and lowe. 28S 

LAUD 622 



^Blnowyn he wottde in no wyse be Of no man fat shoullde hym see. 112 

piorfWT] COTTON COTTON 



pe goodtis pat he -wip him brou3t 
of hem wolde he ri^t noujt, 
he jaf hem pore men. 93 

His Kobe he ^af per he sauh nede, 
and clofed hiTw-self in pore wede, 
for no mow scholde hiw ken. 96 

He ede to A chirche hei, 

per pore men seeten in pe wei, 

Almus forte take. 99 

AMongt^ hem he sat a-doun, 

and asked wif deuociun 

sum god for Grodos sake. 102 

VERNON 



pe goodes fat he wif him brougth, 
Of hem ne wolde he ry3th nowth, 
Bote 3af hem pore menne ; 93 

his robe he 3af f er he sey nede, 
& clof ede him-sulf in pore wede, 
ffor noman scholde him kenne. 96 

he 3ede to a church e-3ate, 

f er pouere men sete in f e gate, 

Almesse forto take ; 99 

Among hem he sat a-doun, 

& Askede wif deuocion 

Sum good for godes sake. 102 

LAUD los 



// |>o he vp to londe com 

he seld his clofes euerichoii, 

& boii3t« him pore wede ; 195 

And his gold & his f eo 

Among* fe pore delte he 

pat hadde mych neode. 198 

IF Sone he it vndemofli, 

pat he to a borugh com, 

pat mychel was <fc kete. 201 

Sone so he f ider cofii 

to pe temple f e weye he nom, 

Godt selue to grete. 204 



LAUD 463 



f he in-to fe lond com. 

He solde his clofes euerichon. 

And bo^te him pouere wede. 195 

IT Al his gold and al his fe, 

Among* f e pouere delte he, 

fat hadde moche nede ; 198 

Sone he it vnder-nom, 

fat he to one borgh com, 

fat moche was & kete. 201 

Sone so he f uder com, 

To f e temple he wente anon, 

God self to grete. 204 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. THE IMAGE OF THE VIRGIN IN ANNYS. 



(25) 
IF Af J>at chircbe is an ymage 
Of oiire lefdy vpon a stage, 
))at many man hskp 80U3th. 201 

It was ymaked of Aungels honde, 
To def* & doumbe of ofero londe 
Miracle pere was wroujth. 294 

Alexiwtf was glad & blife, 
His ioye coufe he noma^i kije, 
In herf ne in fourth, 297 

whan he mi^th seen in signe 
Hon goddes ymage fair & digne 
In his moders barme was brou^th. 300 

(26) 
IT Often he made his orisoune, 
wepande wij) deuocioune, 
To J)e queue of heuene, 303 

LAUD 628 



And seide, * moder mylde & free, 

Praie J)i son of gref pouste 

fTor his names seuene, 30 G 

j?at from heuene com to fee, D'-^f s^iJ 

By assent of fe trinite, 

forouj f e Aungels steuene, 309 

Here to suffre many peynes 

In al his body & his veynes, 

In erfe as I can neuene, 312 

(27) 
IT *And J)at he shewef in his 

mercy, 
Marie, to fee I make my cry, 
fat am a synful Man ; 315 

ffor wif his blood & peynes grene, 
f e whiche to vs purchaced ene, 
flfro belle he vs wan. 3 1 8 

LAUD 622 



In that oyte was an Image, 
That was lyke godded wysage, 114 
Many a pylgryme had hit sought, 
For hit was neuer with honde wrought. 
Alex herd ther of than t[e]tie. 



Than thought he there to dueH. 
A none he yaff'e Frome hym awaye 
to powre men aH hys monaye ; 120 
And bought hym pore man ys 
wede, 



COTTON 



COTTON 



fat chircbe was of vr ladi, 

f er-Inne was a gret celli, 

an ymage of hire sone, 105 

Maked of a wonder werk, 

fat nouft/r lowed mon lior clerk 

ne mi3t wite hou hit was done ; 108 

flforf i was f ider gret sekyng 

of on and of ur, old and 3yng, 

of al fat Cuntre, 111 

VBRNON 



fat churche was of oure leuedy ; 
f er-inne was a greth selly, 
An ymage of hire son, 1 05 

Maked of a wonder werk, peafs.-u.bk: 
fat neyf er lewed man ne clerk 
Niste hou it was don. 1 OS 

ferfore was f ider greth sekyng 

Of on & of er, old & 3ing, 

Of al fat countre ; 111 

LAUD 108 



Among* f e pore he woned f ai* 
In sorwe & in myche care, 
til he fel to elde. 

LAUD 4G3 



207 



IF Among* f e pouere he wonede fare. 
In moche sorwe and moche care, 
ffor-to he fel to elde. 207 



TRINITY 
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Swete lesM, heuene sire, 
warisshed he is J'at wil ])e desire 



321 



324 



ffrom pQ fende sathan. 
wel is hym J»at sufiren may 
fifor J>i loue nijth oifere day, 
Peyne fat paie J»ee can.' 

(28) 
IF whan noting* nas hym bileued. 
And he fer from his firendes to drcued, 
his clofes weren to rent*. 327 

Amonge fe pouere in J>e chirche 

haw3e 
he begged, & was her felawje, 
And took* fat god hym sent*. 
Ahncsse fat god hym jeue, 
f e pouer fat wolde fere bileue 
wif hym in present*, 

LAUD 622 



330 



333 



He jaf fat haluendel & more. 
And was hym-self of hungred sore, 
And took* it in good entenf. 336 

(29) 
IT Euery sonenday houseled he was, 
And shiyne^i also of vche trespas 
fat fel to any synne. 339 

Michel he waked & litel he sleep, 
Of fat he shulde lus body wif 

kepe, 
Litel hym com wif inne. 342 

ffrom f e tyme he took* his towrne 
fixom Eome, f ^re he was borne, 
he was sou3th of his kynne 345 

In alle cuntrees, in euery toun. 
In chirche, in felde, vp & dou/i, 
ffor nou3th wolde fai Wynne. 348 

LAUD 622 



That none of theyme shoullde thak Bot euery day a melys mete 12G 



hede, 

And axed his met eorly and late, 
'With poremen att the mynster yate. 
All the mete fat he myght gete^ 



To pore men gaffe A noone ryght, 
he lefft hym sylffe none ouer nyght 
there dweHyd he xv\j yere, 129 

And lede his lyffe in thys manere ; 



COTTON 



COTTON 



fforf i f e pore fat fer ware, 
Alle fe betere mi3te fare 
for heore Charite. 



114 



Alix, of al fat mi3te he gete, 

nedliche bote he moste ete, 

he ne held to his bi-houe ; 117 

To pore men fat wolde hit take, 

he 3af hit for cnstes sake, 

fat sittef us alle aboue. 120 

VBBNON 



ffor-f i f e pouere fat fer were, 

Alle f e betere myjtte fare 

f oru here charite. 114 

Alex, of fat he my3tte gete 
Nedliche bote fat him-self wolde ete 
he ne held to his by-houe ; 117 

To pouere men fat wolde it take, 
Al he 3af for godes sake, 
fat is in heuene A-boue. 120 

LAUD 108 



Ouhf fat he spare myht 
Be day, & eke be nyht, 
his pore feren he delde. 

LAUD 463 



210 



Al fat he spelye my3te. 
Be daye and ek*. be nyjte ; 
His pouere feren he delde. 



210 



TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS IS SO POOB, HIS FRIENDS DON T KNOW HIM. 



(30) 
IT His kynrede com pere hym biside, 
fat had ysou^th hym fer & wide, 
& jaf hym her Ahnesse, 351 

As he sat* amonge ]7e pouere, 
In grete meschief* & stronge to couere, 
ffor hunger in wrecchedncsse. 354 
Sore of hym J>ai gonne7i re we, 
Stille he satt*, & wel hem knewe, 
Her names more & lease. 357 

Ychaunged was his faire hewe 
forouj reyn & wynde pat on hy 7?i blewe, 
And op&t stronge destresse. 360 

LAUD 622 



(31) 
IF whan ))ai mi3tten nou^th spede, 
Ke hym of axen in no J>ede 
Ne in no londe of take, 363 

wip sorouj ])ai gradde, alias ! alias ! 
And wenten to Eome, pQ ri^th pas, 
her sorouj mi3th noujth slake. 366 
Alexius nof ing* Jjoujth, 
Bof on lesu crisf he J»ou3th, 
And grete ioye he gan make 369 
ffor he ne was noujth biknowe 
Of his frendes heije ne lowe. 
His wel))e gan a- wake. 372 

LAUD 632 



his Fader and hys modyr bothe, 
Than he was to theyme Fvtt lothe ; 
his fadyr made gret dole and sorowe, 
Bothe on enen and on morowe. 134 
* Alas ! ' he sayde, and wrong his honde, 



*Why is my bonne went owte of 

lond? 
I wende haue hade of hym a knyght, 
with me to stonde In aB. my ryght ; 
nowe ys he wente pat was my blysso, 



COTTON 



COTTON 



IF Nou is Alix dwelled bore : 

his fader atom sikej) wel sore, 

and sei]). Alias 1 Alias ! 123 

His Moder wepef niht and day, 

& BQip, Alias ! & weila-wey, 

pat euere heo i-boren was. 126 

YERNON 



Nou is Alex dwelled Jere ; 

his fader at hom seyetj sore, 

& sey)> ' alias ! alias ! ' 123 

his moder wepuj> nyjth & day 

& seyj) * alias & weylawey, 

fat euere ^he born was.' 126 

LAUD 108 



bo pe tiding* was y.-com 

To pe fader of pe sone, 

hou [he] was a^, 213 

him f oujif lus herte wolcl to-breke, 

On word ne myht* he speke, 

f or sorwe ne f or wo. 216 

Ofte he sy^te, & grente sore, 

To tar his her, his lockes hore, 

pe gode old man. 219 

jeme he gradde godes ore, 

pat he ne moste line namoi' 

to swonne he b^gan. 222 

LAUD 463 



|k) pe tydynge was y-come 

To pe fader of pe sone. 

How he was a-go, 213 

IT Him fojte his herte wolde breke, 

O lepy word he ne my3te speke, 

ffor sorwe and for wo ; 216 

Ofte he si3te & grente sore, 
To tar his shroud, his lokkes hore, 
pe guode olde man. 219 

3eme he gradde godis ore, 

5 at he ne moste lyue namore ; 
'o swo3eny he be-gan. 222 

TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ST. ALfiXIUS'S FATHER AND MOTHER BEWAIL HIM. 



37 



(32) 

IT Eufeniens seide in his mende, 
* fe mosf wrecche fer oipere hende 
Certes now fim L 375 

Conforte ne ioye ne may me come ; 
Now my childe is me bynome 
My song* is towmed to cry. 378 

My wijf is baiayne, & ek» olde ; 
She ne may haue no childe for colde, 
Cure heir al forto by. 381 

Iq soron) & care my l\jf is dijth, 
ffor to dye it were my ri3th, 
And hennes to party.' 384 

LAUD 622 



(33) 
IT wi)) peA hia moder fel to grounde 
And lay yswowen a longe stounde, 
And Toos yp al afirayecl : 387 

' My leue son, Jwit were so meke, 
I ne wool^ where I shal ^ee seke, 
ferefore I am dismayed.' 390 

His moder ne mi^th lete sorouj, 
NeiJ»^ at euene ne at morowe, 
In sawje as it is seide. 393 

To hir chaombre she went* in hast* , 
And of hire bedd }e cloj^es doim cast*, 
And sijen hem al to breyde, — 396 

LAUD 622 



I west hym neu^ do man a mys. 
Xowe haue I none of my lynage [if U7] 
That maye welde myn heryti^' 
Than sayde his moder, and wepte full 
sore, 143 



COTTON 



'Koue shatt I see my sonne no 

more; 
I was full: glade whan he was 

borne, 
nowe ys b& my loye forlome. 146 

COTTON 



If Hiswyf wepej^and make]) hir mone, 
& seiji pat heo schal liuen alone 
as ti^rtul on pe treo. 129 

Euermore with-ouien Make, 
loye and blisse heo wole forsake 
tU heo hire spouse i-seo. 132 

YBRNON 



his wif wepj> & make)) hire mone, 

& pua [jhe] schal lyuen allone, 

As turtle opon pe tre, 129 

Euere-more wijoute make ; 

loye & blisse je wile for-sake, 

Til je hire spouse se. 132 

LAUD 108 



H his moder wiji softe pas 

went* to bedde, & gradde * alias 

bat she was y.-bore.' 225 

Kolde she neuere eft out-com, 

l^ei' she weopa for hii' sone, 

pat she hadde lore. 228 

AH ])at ))er-inne were 

// hem-self drou^ be pe hei', 

& wrong* hei* bond ; 231 

Besou^te god, he sholcl hem lei^. 

To what lonci he go wei*, 

& wheif he wei* astond. 234 

LAUD 468 



IT His moder wtt^ wel softe pas 
Wente to bedde, & gradde, * alias, 
fat hy was y-bore.' 225 

l^'olde hy neuare eft out-come, 
Ac pere hy wep for here sone, 
))at hy hadde for-lore. 228 

Alle fat fer-ynne were, 

Hem-selue dSrowe by pe here. 

And wronge hare honde. 231 

IT Be-so3te god fat sholde hem lere. 

To what londe fat he were, 

And where he were a-stonde. 234 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUSS MOTHERS LAMENT. HIS FRIENDS SEEK HIM. 



(34) 



IF Ciclatounes fat weren of prijs, 
Pelured wij> Ermyne & vnf gr\js, 
Alle she cast* away, 399 

And wered clof es symple & blake. 
Litel she sleep, & mychel gan wake, 
And fasted euery daye. 402 

LAUD 622 



* Lorde,' she seide, * almi3tty, 

To fee & to J»i moder mary 

I make a vow, & saye, , 405 

fat I shal neuer hennas wendo 

Tyl Alexius come oiper sendo, 

Oifcr I be roted in clay.' 408 

LAUD 622 



I haue hade robbys maney and fayre, 
Nowe woti I next me were the ayre, 
TyH: I maye some tydynge^ here 



COTTON 



of my sone that was so dere.' 150 
than spake his wy ffe, and wepte among. 
* My leffe,' she sayde, * was done wrong, 

COTTON 



Nou is fader, WitZt dreri chere, 
biddef his Men come?? him nere, 
as fei wolde haue heore mede. 135 
He pre^ef he;?* fat f ei ben boun 
to wewde/t & sechen his doore sone, 
in eueriche a feode ; 138 

fat ^e ne dwelle for no f iwg, 
er 30 han herd sum god tif ing 
wher fat he be. 141 

Gof nou forf , and god ow spede, 
feyioie i schal, so God me rede, 
^inen ou gold and ffe. 144 

VBRNON 



Nou his fader wif dreri chere 
He biddef his men him comen nere, 
Als f ei willen hauen fere mede, 135 
& preyef hem fat f ei ben boun. 
To wende & sechen his dere sone 
In euerich ilk a fede. 138 

* fat 30 ne dwelle for no f ing, 
Ar 3e hauen herd sum tyding. 
Where fat he be ; 141 

Gof nou swyf e, & god 30U spede I 
f erfore I schal, so god me rede, 
3iuen 30U gold & fee.' 144 

LAUD 108 



his fader & his moder bo, 
tfor hei* sone wer^ wo, 
fat .1. ne may of telle. 237 

llbrto seke her^ sone, 
In which lond he wei^ beconi 
. Men fei sent snett'. 240 

U It befel vpon a day, 

fat f e men nom hei* wey 

forf right be fe chirche ; 243 

fere hei* lorcJ nyht* & day 

Among* f e pore folk lay. 

Cristas will to wirche. 246 

LAUn 463 



His fader & his moder bo, 

tfor hare sone were ful wo, 

fat ich ne may al telle. 237 

ifor to sechen hare sone, 

In what londe he were by-come, 

3onge men he sente snelle. 240 

IT It by-fel opon a day, peaf tsj 

fat 3onge men nome hare way 

tforf ri3t by fe cherche 243 

fere hare lord ny3t and day, 

Among* f e pouere folk* lay, 

Cristis wille to werche. 24 G 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS 8 WIPES LAMENT. HIS FRIENDS DON T KNOW HIM. 



39 



(35) 



IF "Novf mowen jee here pleynf pitouse 
Of Alexius trewe spouse, 
Hou she made her mone; 411 

In gret* 8orou3 was hir entent*, 
Her here she drouj, her clones renf , 
Grymly she gan grone. 414 

LAUD 622 



*A1 my ^oxipe & my solas, 

Myne hope, is lome, alias, 

And my bidyng* alone. [ie«f ss, tack] 

I. am bo)»e maiden & w^jfi, 

I. noot* to whom telle my strijf*, 

I lyue as ankre in stone. 420 

LAUD 622 



he toke me in my fadyrs bowre, 
And brought me hydder with grete 
honouer. 154 



COTTON 



And he has me nowe for-sakyng, 
To lem cryst I wytt me takyne ; 156 



COTTON 



If Now wende J)ei forf Alix sekande, 

vchone to diue7*8e laude, 

3if J>ei mi^te him winne. 147 

Suwme of he?7i forwh Godw^ grace, 

comen iw-to fat ilke place 

yat Alix was Inne. 150 

He sat in pore Mewnes rowe, 
f^/fore f ei couJ>e him not knowe, 
J> d 3euew him Charite. 153 

He tok hit wif mylde mod, 
and seide, * lesus, fat died on Rod, 
lorde, i fonke J>e. 156 

VERNON 



Nou gon f ei forf Alex sekynd 
In diuerse londes to here tyding, 
3if fei him my3tte wynne ; 147 

Somme of hem, foru godes grace, 
Comen into fat ilke place 
fer Alex was Inne. 150 

he sat in pore mene rowe ; 
berfore couden he hym nat knowe ; 
he ^af him charite ; 153 

& he it tok wif milde mod. 
And seyde * le^u, fat deyde on rod, 
Louerd, I fanke fe ! 15G 

LAUD 108 



he knew hem, & f ei not him. 

Of hei* goed fei 3euen him, 

as it wolde fedle. 249 

he heried god, & made him glad, 

fat he for his loue hadde 

Almes of his thralle. 252 

Out* of fe bourgh fei went sone, 

to hei* lord fei come 

wif goed spede. 255 

Tif inges none fei brouhte 

Of his sone fat fei soughte, 

In vnkoufe theode. 258 

LAUn 163 



He hem knew, and by no3t him ; 

Of hara guode by 36 ue him, 

As it wolde falle. 249 

IT He herede god, and made him glad, 

fat he for his sone bad 

Almesse of f ralle. 252 

Out of f e borgh by wente sone 

To here lord til fat f 63 come 

with wel guode speae. 255 

Tydynges none hy ne bro3te 

Of his sone, fat him 803te 

In vncoufe fede. 258 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS 8 WIFE LAMENTS. HE CANNOT liB FOUND. 



(36) 
IF * Si))))e I ne haue to whom me mene. Alias, hou shal L ioye haae f 



Lijk* is my lijf* on to sene — 
fat am wifoutew red — 
J)e turtel fat is for sorou^ lene, 
And tredef on no gras grene, 
Sifen hire make is ded?. 

LAUD 622 



423 



426 



Oifer hou sihal I my-seluen saue 
To lyue in maidenhede ) 429 

Me were leuer of hym a si^th, 
fan welde al pia londe ri3th 
In lengfe & in brede.' 432 

LAUD 622 



Sorowe and morenyng may I weH 

make, 
As the turtett dothe w/tAowten his 
loyefuH: schaH I neuer bee, [make. 
TyH I maye my leman see.* ICO 

hvs Fader send bothe fer and vyde 
Messengers on euery syde, 
To seke his sonne where he was went, 
Bothe Fer and nere where he was we?^t. 

COTTON 



Sy then aflfter yt befell 800, 165 

Of messengeres there com too, 
Ryght to the Eyche Cete, [i»f i48] 
There alex lywyd In pourte. 168 
As they com In to a strete, 
Alex com and shoulde hym mete ; 
Sone knewe he feyme fwll wette. 
And fey knewe hym neuer a dele, 
lowde he spake vnder hys hoode, 

COTTON 



Lord, i-f onked be f ou ay, 

fat i haue beden fat ilke day, 

fat i may for fi sake ; 159 

Of hem fat in myn owne lond, 

senied me to fot and bond, 

her Almus to take.' 162 

Nou f is Men fat weren out-sent, 

a^jein ham-wani fei hem we7it 

to sire Eufemiane. 165 

fei sworen alle bi heuene kywg 

of Alix herde heo nof ing, 

as wide as fei hedden i-gone. 168 

In eueri lowd [fat] we han bew 

we founde no mon pat hiyn couf e sen, 

fat to him coufe vs wisse. 171 

VERNON 



Louerd, i-her[i]d be f ou ay ! 

fat i haue beaen fat ilke day, 

fat I may, for fi sake, 159 

Of hem fat in myn owene lond 

Serueden me to fot & bond 

Here Almesse forto take.' 162 

Nou bese men fat were out-sent, 

a^en homward fei ben I-went 

To sire eufemian. 165 

fei swore to him be heuene king : 

Of Alex herde fei no tyding. 

As wyde as fei hadde gan. 168 

' In eche a lond fan haue we be. 
We ne founden no man fat coufe 
fat to him coude vs wisse.' [him se, 

LAUD 108 



U f f is jongman woned hadit 
In f e toun as a pore ladde 
^eres seuentene, 
God wolde his care wende, 
& to his fader hous him send, 
to bring* him out of teone. 

LAUD 403 



261 



264 



IF f f is jonge man y-woned hadde 

In toune as a pouere ladde, 

3eres seuentene, 261 

God self wolde his care wende. 

And to his fader him sende. 

And bringe him of tene. 264 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS DWELLS IN POVERTY 17 YEARS. 



41 



(37) 



IF She roos vp erlich a morowe, 
And to his moder she went* in sorou3 
ffor loue of hire spouse, 435 

And praied hir ))at she most duelle 
wij) hir, Jiat sorou^ful pleynf to telle, 
j>at strong* was and greuouse. 438 

LAUD 622 



fe lefdy was wel apaied 

whan she had pUB yseied, 

J»at was so preciouse, 441 

And at oo bed & oo clo])ing*, 

Seuentene 3er was her duellyng* 

Bo^e in one house. 444 

LAUD 622 



* For godded lowe do me som goode ; ' 
Theye gaffe hym of theyre money, 
For goddfi* lowe there in the waye. 
whan Alex sawe feye knwe hym 

nought, 177 

he thanked god in att hys thought. 

* lorde,* he sayde, * I thank the 
the grace )>at thowe hast sent me ; 
Myne owne men that shoullde boe, 

COTTON 



hate gewyn me of theyre cheryte.' 
Alex dwettyd stytt there 
Fully xlij yere and more. 184 

To chyrche he went euery daye, 
his goode bedeyes there for to saye ; 
In to that chyrche, wtt^ owtyn fayle. 
Was an Images of fayre entayele, 
Of owre lady fat is so Free, 189 
With here sonne wppon here knee ; 

COTTON 



" !N"ou, alias ! J>at i was boren ; 

bofe haue i nou forloren 

mi loye and my blisse." 174 

IF In J)is tale wol we non dwelle, 

of Alix wol we nou telle, 

fat riche pore mon. 

Alix was pore Mownes fere 

fulle seuentene jere, 

fro fat he bi-gon, 

Sittinge in a chirche-jerde, 
among pore men an herde, 
in a simple wede. 
An ymage in fat chirche stoode 
of his Modur bat died on rode, 
for ur aire neae. 



177 



180 



183 



186 



VERNON 



' Alias, he seyde, fat he was bom ! 
bobe^ haue I nou for-lom p boj>oM8.] 
Ml ioye & ek my blisse.' 174 

In f is tale wille we nat dwelle. 

Bote of Alex wile we telle, 

fat riche pore man. 177 

Alex was pouere mannes fere 

ffulli seuentene jere, 

fro fat he bi-gan, 180 

Syttynde in a churche-jerd 
Amonges of ere men an herd 
In a simple wede. 183 

An jrmage in fat cherche stod, 
Of his moder fat deyde on rood 
tfor oure alfres nede. 186 

LAUD 108 



It befel in a nyght* 

fat fe mone shoil bright*, 

f e belleward him wend. 

f e leme of heuefi he sey aliht*, 

& stonde vpe godes knyght*, 

J>at al fe chiiche a-tende. 

LAUD 463 



It by-fel in one nyjt 

fe mone shon swyf e bryjt, 

267 fe belward hym by-wenae. 267 

IF f e leome of heuene he se) a li3t. 
And stonde ope godis knyjt^ 

270 fat al fe cherche attende. 270 

TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 



ST. ALEXIUS. THE VIRGIN S IMAGE SPEAKS OF HIH. 



(38) 
IF Lordynges, ^ee fat willej) lere, 
a faire miracle jee mowen here : 
Bifore fat self ymago, 447 

fere fat Alexius sate 
wif pouere men in f e gate 
As a pouere page, 450 

f e ymage, fat auwgels gowne wirche, 
Spaak* to f e 8c?ieauntz of f e chirche 
fere she stood on fe stage, 453 

And hete hem alle wif outen lettynge 
Goddes s^geaant to chirche biynge 
"wifouten any outrage. 456 

LAUD 622 



(39) 
IT * He is ri3th stedfast of lijf' ; 
His werkes shullen ben made rijP 
Ouer al fer & neere. 459 

f e holy gost wif inne hym rest ; 
Gharite sittef in his bieest, 
Brennande as fyre, 4G2 

Longe in pouerte his ly f he haf led ; 
He ne com neuere in no bed? 
f ise seuentene 3ere j 4G5 

His holy lijf, hot god alone, 
Ne woot non in f is werldes wone ; 
To seint3 he may be pere.* 468 

LAUD 622 



That Images spake, fat was so bryght, 
to the sexteyene vppon a nyght. 192 
i*Take,' sche sayde, *my s^TTiaute 

S Wythe, , p leaf I48. back] 



he hathe me seruyd aB. hys lyeffe ; 
Full offte he woHe to me lowthe, 
hit is no ryght fat he is wztAowte.' 
* lady,* he sayde, * I knowe hym nought, 



COTTON 



COTTON 



IT Atte seuewtene ^eres ende 

spac and seide wordi^ hende 

fat ymage of tre, 189 

To f e wardein of f e chirche, 

& seide, " wardein, if f ou worche 

eny-fing for me, 192 

" ffecche f ou in mi sones nom, 
for seuentene jer hit is gon 

{at he haf ben feivoute. 195 

wame f e witerli 
to dwelle her-in he is worf i, 
fer-of haue fou no doute ; 198 

" He haf .serued heuene bri3t, 

f e holi gost in him is liht, 

& 3iuef him mi3t and grace, 201 

VERNON 



At f e seuentene 30168 ende, 

Spai & seyde wordes hende, 

fat ymage of tre, 189 

To f e wardeyn of fe churche, 

& seyde : ' wardeyn, jif fou werche 

Eny f ing for me,' 192 

ffeche fou In my sones man, 
ffor seuentene 301 it is i-gan 

{at he haf ben f er-oute ; 195 

f e wame wyterly. 
To duelle her-inne he is worf i ; 
Whar-of ne haue no doute. 198 

he haf deserued heuene bry3th, 

f e holy gost is in him ly3th 

& 3iuen him my3tte & grace, 201 

LAUD 108 



^U Sone at morwe whan it was day, 
fat he be fis man say, p leaf 117] 

wide he it tolde. 273 



Sone amorwe, so it was day, 
fat he by fis manne i-say, 
Wyde he it tolde. 



273 



LAUD 463 
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8T. ALEXIUS. THE VIROIN's IMAQE POINTS HIH OUT; 



43 



(40) 
IF J>e sergeauntz lepen out in hast*, 
As men ]7at weren sore agast*, 
And ful of grete drede 471 

Of |>e ymage pat to hem spaki 
Of goddes se;^eaunt wij)0utew lak* 
J?at sat* in beggers wede. 474 

wyde aboute J)ai hym soujth, 
And jut founden J>ai hym noujth 
Amonge J)e pouere felawrede ; 477 
And whan Jjainoujthhym fyndemi^th, 
To J)at ymage onon rijth 
Uastilich ))ai jede, 480 

LAUD 622 



(41) 
IT To J)at Maryole wij» teres clerc, 
And bisoujth hir on pia manere, 
* J)at she sent hem grace ♦ 483 

Goddes man hou ^ai shulden knowe, 
pai had ben heije & bare hym lowe, 
And where he sat in place/ 486 

J>e ymage spaak* ofte wordes newe, 
' 1 30U bote, sergeauntj trewe, 
A}ein[ward] fat jee pace ; 489 

Amonge pe pouere he sittejj, to-tore 
Bofe bihynde & bifore, 
wij) a lene face.* 492 

LAUD 622 



Nor I wott neu^ where he schuH be 
sought.' 198 

She sayde, * he sittefe eorly and late 
Wtt^owtyii att the mynster yate.' 

COTTON 



Anon he owte of his slepe brayde, 
And thought what pe Image sayde. 
And forthe went ihe sextayne, 203 
Andfownde alexknelyngln feEayne. 



OOTTON 



pat his prejere, with milde steuene, 
is swete & god & hei^ in heuene 
bi-fore mi sono face." 204 

IF )>enne seide pe wardeyn, * ladi/ 

he seide, * i wolde fayn, & i 

wuste whulche.' 207 

' Go out faste as pan mai^t go, 

pou. fyndest per on & no mo, 

bring him in fat ilche.' 210 

be wardein wewte him out ful jare, 
he fond him redi sittinge fare, 
he brou3te him in ful sone. 213 

He seide, * sire, jif hit be f i wille, 
bou art welcome nou vs tille, 
here-in schaltou wone. 216 

VERNON 



bat his preyer wif milde stepheno 
Is good & swete & mylde in heuene 
Byfore my sones face.* 204 

f anne ansuerede fe wardeyn 

& seyde : * lauedi, I wille ful fayn, 

and I wiste wilk.* [leaf sss] 207 

* Go owt so swife so f ou mayst go, 

jjou ne fyndest f er no mo, 

Bryng him [in] fat ilk I * 210 

be wardeyn wente him out ful jare, 
he fond [him] redy sittinde fere, 
he brougthe him In ful sone ; 213 
And [seyde] : * sire, 3if it be f i wille, 
f ou art welcome vs vntille, 
Her-Inne schaltou wone ; 216 

LAUD 108 



To f e chirche f ei gonne teo 
f ilk* holy man to seo, 
Uof 3ong* & olde. 

LAUD 463 



276 



To f e cherche hy gonne teo, 
f e holy man for to seo, 
Bof e 3onge and olde. 



TRINITY 



276 
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44 



8T. ALEXIUS IS FOUND AND HONOURD BT THE STRlANa 



(42) 
IF J)e s^rgeauntj stirten ouf skeef , 
))ai founden hym, & kisten his feef, 
And mercy J)ai hym cryde, 495 

And ledden hym in-to holy chirche, 
Goddes werkes forto wirche, 
pereume to ahide. 498 

Of f e gode mannes loos 
J)e miracle & f e cry aroos 
Ouere al in vche syde ; 501 

Michel poeple fider ran, 
Of J>e miracles j>at herden fan, 
Of cuntrees fer & wyde ; 504 

LAUD 622 



(43) 
IF And worschiped hy m in woix) 4& dede, 
AUe fat mijtten in lengfe & biede ; 
And duden hym gret honoore, 507 
And heden hym, bofe day & nijth, 
He here her erande to god almi^th 
fat is oore saaeoure. 510 

f was Alexius swife woo 
fifor fat he was honoured soo, 
And made grete doloure ; 513 

For swiche honou?'e & swiche glone. 
As it is writen in his storye, 
He ne loued in toun ne toure. 516 

LAUD 622 



Fayne was he that he hym founde, 
A-non he toke hym vpe be f e hande. 
* A-ryse/ he sayde, * my leve and dere, 
hit ys no ryght fat thowe sitt here. 



COTTON 



Com,' he sayde, * my lady bade, 
And there of mayst fou be glade.' 
AH that hard this tydynge^, 21 1 
Theye worshippyd Ie«i, hewyn kyng. 



COTTON 



' I was out aftMr f e sent, 

f orwh vr ladies comaundement, 

f e in forte take ; 219 

with muchel honour schaltou haue 

alle f i72g fat fou wolt craue, 

for fat ladies sake.' 222 

IT f enne f is word bi-gon to springe, 

& of him was gret spekywge, 

for his holynesse. 225 

f erfore he bou^te forte wende, 

to anof wr lond forte lende, 

fer me kneu^ him lesse. 228 

YBBNON 



I was out after fe i-sent 

f oru our lauedies comandement,^ 

be in forto t<ake. {} MS-oomandemement] 

Mechul honur schaltou haue, 

& alle f ing fat fou wilt craue, 

fifor fat lauedies sake.' 222 

Whan f is word be-gan to springe, 

fat of him was a gret spekyngge 

ifor his holinesse, 225 

Sone he f outthe forto wende. 

To of er londe forto lende, 

fere men him knewe lesse. 228 

LAUD 108 



H f is holy man twmed his thought, 

worshipe of men kepte hq nou3t<, 

fat is frakel atto ende. 279 

Out of bourgh he went* anon, 

to fe watur he com gon, 

f or-ouer he moste wende. 282 

LAUD 463 



IF f is holy man tumde his f o^t, 
Herynge of man ne kepte he nojt, 
fat frel is atte ende. 279 

Out of fe borgh he wente anon, 
To a water til fat he com, 
f ^.T-ouer he moste wende. 282 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS PLBE8 TO GALICIA, AND THEN AWAY AGAIN. 



45 



(44) 

IT ffor fat his merjte wolde slake 

fat he shulde of god take, 

f^ore it liked hym ille. 519 

werldes honoMre forto flee, 

Al hy iU3th, in pryuete, 

He stale away fill stille 522 

In-to fe londe of Galys. 

To seint lames chirche I-wys 

he com ynp gode wille, 525 

And fere he sete amonge pouere men, 

And beged his mete in f e fen, paaf uj 

his penaonce to fiilfllle. 528 

LAUD 622 



(45) 
IT f 00 he had pere twelfmonf e ysete 
wif pouere Men, & begged his mete, 
His fadies sa/'geaantj come 531 

And sou3tten hym forsof e I-wys 
In pilerynage af Galys, 
To bryngen hym to Bome. 534 

And whan Aleziz^^ hem gan see, 
Stillelich he gan flee, 
As man of ri^t wisdome : 537 

In-to thars he fourth fare. 
And at* f e Boyn he fonde jare 
A shippa fat was al tome, 540 

LAUD 622 



Whan Alex sawe hit schulde be ryffe, 
hys penance and hys holy lyffe, 214 
here kepte he to haae mede, 
In tbis worllde for his goode deede ; 



COTTON 



Bytt stylly he yeede a waye [leaf i*9] 
In to a-nodr dyners centre. 218 

To f e se he cam in fat entente. 
In to sprensse he wotide haue wente; 

COTTON 



fer wolde he no IcTigor beo : 

monnti^ honour forte fle, 

fro fat stude he wente 231 

In-to Laodiciane, 

forf fe rijte wey a-none, 

as Lesu. crist him sente. 234 

In-to a-nobur lond he foujt, 

godus wilie til he hedde wrou^t, 

fer nomon hed him knowe. 237 

Assone as he was in f e se, 

forte wende f er he wolde beo, 

fe wynd bi-gon to blowe j 240 

VERNON 



J ere ne wolde he lengere be, 
f annes honnr forto fle, 
f&o fat stede he wende 231 

Anon to laodician 
fforf f e ry3tte wey anon, 
Als iesvi crist him sonde. 234 

To A-nofer lond he bout, 

Godes wille to han I-wrouth, 

f er noman ne hadde him knowe. 2.^)7 

Als swif e as he was in f e se 

fforto wende f er he wolde be, 

fe wynd be-^m to blowe. 240 

LAUD los 



// Into fe shipjs he went a nyght, 

Elles-whare f ei hadde tyght 

Into vnkoufe londe. 285 

J>ei wenf f aii* swife ryght*, 

& sone at morwe fo it was lyht 

At Rome f ei gonne astonde. 288 

LAUD 463 



In-to be schip he wente any3t, 
ffor elles-whar he hadde i-dy^t 
In-to vncouf e londe. 285 

IT He wende fere swife ri^t, 
Ac sone amorwe f o it was li^t, 
At Rome hy gonne a-stonde. 288 

TBINITT 
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4G 



irr. ALEXiusa suip is duivex by a storm to rome. 



(46) 
IF And Pilgrymes gref plente 
fat wolden passen oner pe Cee, 
To tars fat wolden jare. 543 

IIo bad pe shipman, for goddes loue 
fat is in heuene vs aboue, 
he most w'ip hem fare. 
Grete grucchjng* fai alle made ; 
Alexiz^ fer & net gan wade, 
ffor nou^th wolde he spare ; 
Euere he cried loude & shille, 
Til f ai graunted hjm his wille, 
foo was he out* of care. 

(47) 
IT fai drowen vp seil, fe wynde was 
And sailedew ouer fe salt* flood, L§^^"^> 
fe weder was at her wille ; 555 

vntO, J?e f rid dayes ende, 
Swiche a storme le^os gan sende, 
fat alle hem liked ille. 558 

LAUD 622 



546 



549 



552 



f ai weuden wel haue went to tars ; 
f e wynde was gret, & nof ing stars, 
fonder dyned shille; 5G1 

fibr li^ttynges grete, & fonder blast*, 
wel sore f e poeple was agaaf , 
fai grete & groned grille. 564 

(48) 
IT f e wynde hem droof, forsof e to 
In-to f e londe of Romeyne, [seyne> 
fere Alexius was borne ; 567 

f 00 was fe poeple in wel more care, 
ffor fat fai were aryued fare, 
fan fai wereh er bifome ; 570 

ffor fat tyme were fe folk" of Rome 
f e mest shrewen of cristendome 
wifouten ofes yswome. 573 

ffor pilgrymes fat aiyueden fere, 
her catel fat fai wif hem here, 
On hast was forlome. 576 

LAUD 622 



byt there com A storme of wynde <fe 
rayne,^ CiM8.rtjnde] 221 

And droffe fe shipe home a 
gayne, 

COTTON 



That In a lytyll stonde they come 
Ryght to fe cyte of rome. 224 

Alex sayde fan with sympyll cher, 
* Alas ! ' he sayde, * wat do we here f 

COTTON 



f e wjnt bi-gon fe schip to driue, 

til bei bi-gonne to aryue, 

as nit was godus wille, 243 

In rome, fer he was fed & bore7i, 

fer his woniTige was bi-fore», 

of al him fhu3te hit ille. 246 

VERNON 



be wynd be-gan fe schip to dryue 

Til fat he be-gonne to Aryue, 

Als it was godes wille, 243 

In rome fer he was fed & bom, 

fer his wonyng was be-fom, 

fei al him foute ille. 246 



LAUD 108 



IT fo he to londe come 
Into f e tou» he moste rome, 
his liflode to wynne. 

LAUD 463 



f o he in-to f e lond com, 
In-to f e toune he moste gon, 
291 His lyflode to wynne. 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HOW JONAH WAS SWALLOWD BY A WUALE. 



47 



(49) 
IF Ri3th so bifel by J>oo dawes 
By Alexiz^ & his felawes. 
Of sorou} was her speche ; 579 

Also 8U7>ityme bifel a cas, 
]7oo god alini3tty bad lonas 
To Nyniue gon & preche ; 582 

lonas wist wel her wille, 
fe folk* of niniue weren ille 
And wicked for to teche ; 585 

Away lonas wolde haue ystole 
Srom goddes best*, & han hym hole ; 
Ale sone hym fel a wreche. 588 

(50) 
IF lonas wende god bigile, 
And wolde haue went to anofer yle 
In J?e grikkissh Cee ; 591 

he gan to shippen atte Rynage ; 
wynde aroos wif wood rage, 
})at sorouj it was to see. 594 

LAUD 622 



ffyue dayes eucre iliche it lest* 
wij> sorouj & care, her tempesf, 
fat seyl ne mijth fere be. 597 

fan seide fe maister ' forsof e Iwys 
Sum cursed Man amonges ys is, 
fat wel witen mowe we. 600 

(51) 
IF ' we willef caste amonges vs alle, 
Lott*, on whom it may bifalle, 
And ouere borcJ he shal be casf .* 603 
And whan f e prophete herde f is, 
He fourth he had ydon amys. 
And was sore agasf. 606 

fries f ai beren aboute fat lot*, 
Ac on lonas fel vche grof , 
fe first and fe last*. 609 

f e maister hym f rew oucre bord ; 
A whal hym swalewe at oo word 
fifor 00 morsel in hast* ; 612 

LAUD 622 



Myght hitt haue bene affter me, 
here wotide I nought haue I-bee ; 
Butt gode wc^de hit myght befaH 
I myght be in my fadris hauH, 230 



.COTTON 



So that I myght vnknowen be 
of hym and of his meyny.* 



COTTON 



whon he sauj non of wr won, 
he bi-f Qu^te nim sone Anon, 
wher him was best to be. 
To hiTTi-self he seide and f ou^t, 
* sif en fat le^u haf me broujt 
in-to f is Cite, 

VERNON 



249 



252 



Whan he saw non of er won, 
he be-f outte him sone anon, 
Whare him was best to be ; 249 
To him-sulf he seyde & fourth : 
* Sifen lesua me haf hider i-brou;tli 
In-to fis cite, 252 

LAUD 108 



As he wenf foruh fe strete, 
his oune fader he gan mete. 
As he com fro his inne. 



LAUD 463 



294 



As he wente f orgh fe strete, 
His owene fader he gan mete, 
As he com fram his ynne. 



TRINITY 



294 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 



ST. ALEXIUS IN ROME. JONAH AND THE WHALE. 



(52) 
IF And fere he dwelled forsof e apli3th 
))re dayes fulle & fre m3th, 
ffor lonas was vntrewe ; 615 

And at* J>e J»re dayes ende, 
Swiche grace god gan sende, 
J>e Cee to londe hym frewe. 618 
whan )»e whal was comen to londe, 
ferto was many mannes honde 
On hym forto hewe ; 621 

And whan f e whal was to-cleued, 
lonas pylte vp his heued. 
And gan his body shewe. 624 

LAUD 622 



(53) 
IT vp he Toos, J>e folk* to techc, 
And goddes wordes he gan preche, 
And lered hem her lefnesse, 627 
And made hem wynne goddes loue, 
To wonen wij» hywi in heuene aboue, 
pe poeple more and lesse. 630 

IF Ki^th so Alexius had ymenf 
To Tars forto haue ywent* ; 
Ac god hym sent destresse, 633 

And made hym to Bome wende. 
To wonen ^ere among his frende, 
holy wiyt beref witnesse. 636 

LAUD 622 



Forthe he vent vpe be a strete, 
many a man there gan mete ; 234 
But there was no man fat hym knwe, 



COTTON 



So was he lene and blake of 

hewe. 
There come his fader hyme agayne, 

COTTON 



* I con no beter red of alle, 

bote go to my fader halle, 

in pore mennes route. 255 

I may sitte vppon f e rowe ; 

]>er nis no mon schal me knowe, 

so longe ichaue ben oute. 258 

IT Vppon a day Eufemiane 

fro his paleis was he gane, 

and ha7/^-ward he eode, 261 

vrith muche folk fat wel was dijt, 

bof e swein, [&] knaue, & knijt, 

fat gode weren at nede. 264 

VERNON 



I ne can no betere red of alle, 

Bote gon to my faderes halle 

In pore mannes rowte, 255 

I may sitte in f e rowe, 

f er ms no man fat me schal knowe : 

So longe Ich haue ben oute.' 258 

Vpon a day sire Eufemian 

ffro fe paleys was he gan, 

And homward he jede, 261 

Wif mikel folk fat wel waren dy3th, 

Bof e knaue sweyn & knyth, 

fat gode were in nede. 2G4 

LAUD 108 



// f^ f® ^^® ^ fader mette, 
MUdeliche he him grette, 
And bad him som gode. 297 

f e godeman sone herd his bone, 
for al his blod gan menge sone 
vpon his oune fode. 300 

LAUD ^es 



IF f f e sone his fader mette, 
Wel myldeliche he him grette, 
And bad him of his guode. 297 

f e guode man grantede his bone, 
ffor al his blod gan menge sone 
Ope his owene fode. 300 

TBINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS, DISaUISD, ASKS HIS FATHER FOR ALMS. 



49 



(54) 
^1F whan Alexius was to londe ygon, 
Seyl ))ai droujen vp onon, nieaf24,iMu:k] 
Aud wenten in )>e Cee, 639 

Al to thars tiH ]>ai come 
ffiro ))e wicked londe of Rome, 
And maden solempnite. 642 

Alexius com in-to Hs owe, 
And of his frendes was he noujth 
ffor so naked was he ; [knowe, 

And als a straunge man he went^ 
To his fader wip gode entent*, 
And seide to hym par charite, 648 

LAUD 622 



(55) 
IT 'Eufeniens, goddes frende, 
J)ou art* holden good & hende, 
Alesed of gret Almesse I 651 

ffor his loue fat was ybete, 
And for vs sufi&ed woundes grete, 
helpe me in pis destresse, 654 

ffor I ne can to no Man gon 
Mete to crauen, bof fee on, 
No herberewe more ne lesse ; 657 
Make of me fi bede-man ! 
And by hym fat f is werlde wan, 
fou mijth haue heuene blis ; 660 

LAUD 622 



V^iik mayny a knyght and many a 

swane, 238 

Than com -with hym on ylke a syde ; 



COTTON 



Alex stode stette theyme to a-byde. 
' Syr,' he sayde, ' for godde* sake 
WyH yee thys porman In thake 1 



COTTON 



IF Ally f ou^te he wolde him mete, 
& ron faste bi fe strete, 
til fat he him mette. 267 

whon he sam fat he was nei^, 
wit/t a Yois [bo|y1 loude & hei3, 
Eufemian his fader he grette, 270 

And seide with a milde steuene, 
* sire, for godus loue of heuene, 
haue merci of me. 273 

Icham a pilgrim pora & naked, 
fat haf gret defetute ymaket, 
sire, as je mowe se. 276 

Y£BN0N 



Alex f oute he wolde him mete ; 
& ran forf faste be f e strete 
Vn-til fat he him mette ; 
Whan he say fat [hel was ney, 
Wif a voys bof e loud & hey. 



267 



270 



Sire Eufemian he grette, 

& seyde wif a mylde stephene : 
' Sire, for godes loue of heuene 
haue merci on me ! 273 

Ich am a pilgrym pore Ss nakud, 
fat gret defaute haf I-maked, 
Sire, as je may I-se. 276 

LAUD 108 



H ^t spak f is holy man 

To his fader Eufemyan, 

wif mylde mode : 303 

' fat goed fat fou fenkesf do me, 

Ie«u Crist* it jelde fe, 

fat diede on fe Bode ; 306 

LAUD i68 
ADAM DAVT. 



ffor jut him spak* fe holy man 

To ms fader Eufemian, 

With wel mylde mode : 303 

IT ^ fat guod fat fou f enkest do mo, 

lesvL crist it jelde f e, 

fat deyde on f e rode. 306 

TRINITY 
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HT. ALEXILis's FATHER DOESN't KNOW HIM, A BBOOAR. 



(56) 
IF * ^iue me J>e crommes of pi table, — 
pan doostou dedes ixi^*ciable, — 
And herberewe in pine house ; 663 
And of Alexias, pi son so fre, 
Afterward I shal telle pee, 
pat pou helde preciouse : 666 

pan shaltou be day & ni^th 
Glad, whan pou hym seest wip si3th, 
And ek* pi trewe spouse.' 669 

Eufeniens ansuered poo, 
' I graunt wel pat it be so. 
pine bedes jif pou wilf ouse.* 672 

LAUD 629 



(57) 
IT To a Man he hym bitook*, 
pat seke Men coupe wel look*, 
Nou3th as a Man of task* ; 675 

To kepe pat Man he bad hym pink*, 
And brynge hym hope mete & diynk* 
whan he wolde ask*. 678 

' jif god wil, my creatouie, 
He shal be kepte wip honoure. 
His peynes forto lask*, 681 

To seien his bedes, & bidde for me 
To veray god in trinite, 
fforto he be roted to ask*.' 684 

LAUD 622 



for his lowe pot dyed on Roode, P^^j 
Gywe me clethe and manys foode ; 
and for his lowe pat went for the, 



OOTTOK 



God sonde pe grace hym for to see.' 
This ryche man Wi^'t^ stode pan, 247 
And callyd one of his owne men. 



COTTON 



Keceiue me in-to pi?) halle, [if m* coi. s] 

per pi pore men aren alle ; 

and graunte me pe mete, 279 

And i schal pre^e ni^t and day 

for pi sone pat is a-way, 

pat lesvL crist him gete, 282 

And grante pe, for his wou/wies fyue, 

pat pou mai seo him ^it a-lyue 

pat was pin herte blisse ; 285 

And pe, sire, wttftoute strif, 

loyo of him in soule lyf, 

crist pe to him wisse.' 288 

VBRNON 



* Eesceyue me into pin halle, 
pere pine pore men ben alle, 

& graimte me pe mete I 279 

And I schal preye nyjth & day 
for pi sone pat is awey, 
pat le^ cnst him pe gete, 282 

* & grante pe, for his wondes fine, 
pat pou myttest him se in pine lyue, 
pat was pin herte bUsse, 285 
&f sire, to habbe wipoute strif 
loye of him in soule & lif, 

Crist pe til him wisse.' 288 

LAUD 108 



ffor if it is in pi mode 

pat pou hast any fode. 

In vnkoupe londe, 309 

Crist' .L beseke, par charite, 

pat he wile to him seo 

wher* he beo astonde.' 312 

LAUD 463 



ffor jif it is in pyne mode, 

pat pou hauest eny fode, 

In vncoupe londe, 309 

Crist ich by-seche par charite, 

pat he wel to him by se, 

Whor pat he be a-stonde.' 312 

TBINITT 
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ST. ALEXIUS IS KINDLT TREATED BT HIS PABBKTS. 



61 



(58) 
IT Eufeniens bad he shulde be 
fere fat he mijth hym ysee 
late and erly ; 687 

In fe halle he shulde be layd. 
was fere non fat it wif say^, 
Bot graunted hastyly ; 690 

f ai loued hym more fan any man. 
To kepe hym wel, he hete hem fan, 
And wisten neuer why 693 

His wijf hym loued at herte dere ; 
wel wolde she fat he serued were, 
And mychel was hym by. 696 

LAUD 622 



(69) 
IT wif oute» any grucchyng* wor^, 
Mete fat was vpon hire bord 
fai senten hym to almesse, 699 

Ri3th of her owen dissh, 
were it fles^ oif er fissh, 
while he was in destresse ; 702 

f us was f e pilegryme ysarued fan. 
who he was, wist noman, 
Gret was his f olemodenesse ; 705 
ffor ^if his moder oif er his wyf" 
hadden ywist Alexius lyf*, 
It had ben her gladnesse. 708 

LAUD 622 



And gaffe hym mete an dr[i]nk bothe, 
And with pore men hym to clothe. 
There dwellyd alex wythem sJie, 



COTTON 



Sewentene yere in his Faders haS ; 
There was no man, hye ne Uawe, 
yongne owlde, fat hym myght kno we ; 



OOTTON 



IT f enne Eufemian wit^tod, 
and grantede wif a milde mod 
fat pore mon his bone. 291 

He grantede him forte clofeand feede, 
and bad his men heoscholden him lede 
to his hous al sone. 294 

He grantede him, as i ou telle, 
an hous al-one ber-m to dwelle, 
wif-outen eny rere ; 297 

And a mon fat scholde him gete, 
& b/inge him bofe drinke and mete, 
whon fat mester were. 300 

YBRNON 



f anne eufemian f er wif stod, 
& grantede him wif milde mod, 
be pore man his bone ; 291 

he grantede him to clof e & fede, 
& bad his men he scholde him lede 
To his hous as sone ; 294 

And grauntede him, as \T\ jou telle, 
An hous allone fer-in to dwelle 
Wif-outen eny fere, 297 

& a man fat scholde him gete 
And bringe him bofe drynk & mete, 
Whan fat mester were. 300 

LAUD 108 



U po he spak of his sone, 
be godeman, as it was his wone, 
Qan to sike sore. 315 

his h^rte fel cold so stone, 
pe teres feUen to his tone, 
Oaer his herd hore. 318 

LAUD 46a 



IT So sone so he spak* of his sone, 
f e guode man, as was his wone. 
Gran to sike sore. 315 

His herte fel so cold so ston, 
fe teres feUe to his ton, 
Ouer his herd hore. 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS SUPFEBS TO SEE HIS PARHNT8 SUFFER. 



(GO) 
IT wij) hym fai speken, & hym seijen 
vnp her inou|>e & wi^ her ei3eii, 
ffader & moder & wijf* ; 711 

Nou^th for Jan non hym knew, 
Noifer by hide ne by hew ; 
Al chaunged was his lijf. 714 

His fader he 8ei3 often grete. 
And his moder teres lete 
ffourty sij)es & fyue. 717 

LAUD 622 



yuel mijth hym liken pat 8613 fis ; 
his martirdom was strong* I-wys, 
Of sorou3 & paynes ryue. 720 

(61) 
IF Alexius in al wise 
Dude to god his scrmse 
wij) stedfast wille in hert*, 723 

In fastyng*, & in orisouns, 
In many manure deuociouns 
Of peynes pat weren smert*. 726 

LAUD 622 



his owne men for rebaundrye 255 
dyd hym manye a welonye. 



OOTTON 



They hylde water wppon hys 
hede, 

COTTON 



IT Nou Alix, as 30 han [i]herd, 

is dwelled in his fader 3^, 

as a pore mon ; 303 

In pre3ere, wakywge, and fastinge, 

he seruede l6^ heuene kynge, 

in al pat he con. 306 

SeruauTis pat were proude and 3inge, 
pei driuen him ofbe to skominge, 
as heo eoden yp and doun ; 309 

And ofte-sipes brop of fissches, 
& watur pat pei wosschen in dissches, 
heo casten vpo» his croun. 312 

VERNON 



Nou Alex, As 30 habbep i-herd, 

Is dweld in his fader 3erd 

As a pore man. 303 

In pi'eyere of fasting & waking, 

he seruede lesvL, heuene kyng, 

In al pat he can. 306 

Seruant3 pat were proute & jungge, 

him dryuen ofte*to hepingge. 

As he 3ede yp & doun ; 309 

& ofte-sipes, brop of filches, 

& water, as he wessch here dissches, 

pei caste vp-on his croun. 312 

LAUD 108 



H To his hous pe pore he broughte, 
And a 3ong man him betaughte 
to Berne him to quema. 321 

pere he woned day & nyght, 
& serued god wip al his myht, 
jeres 3ette seuentene. 324 

// Somme pat of pe in were 

pe holymannes clobes tere, 

pere he lay in his oedde ; 327 

Ofte pei drowe be pe here, 

& of brohf & watur cler 

pei caste in hia nebbe. 330 

LAUD 463 



^To his house pe pouere he bro3te ; 
One 3onge man hun be-to3te 
To seruy him to queme. 321 

IT pere he wonede day and ny3t. 
And seruede god wttA al his my3t, 
3eres 3ut seuentene. c^ leaf 75, bade] 324 

Some of po per-jmne were 

pe holy mannes clothes tere, 

pere hy le3e on his bedde. 327 

Ofte hy drowe him by pe here, 

And of water and of brop him bere. 

And caste in his nebbe. 330 

TRINITT 
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ST. ALBXIUS. HIS FATHERS 8BRVAKTS BULLT HIM. 



53 



And al was forto wynne heuene ; 
To here Aungels wij) mylde steuene, 
he sufi&ed pia ponert* 729 

ffulle seuentene ^er ; 
he wered breech maked of her, 
And al swiche was his shert*. 732 

(62) 
IT Sergeauntz, Jat ^ere-iime were, 
Ofte 8i))es gramed hjm fere, 
And despised hym fasf. 735 

LAUD 622 



)>e wasshyng* of her vessel 

pel cast on hym ea^rydel, 

J)at was Bvnpe ynwrasf ; 738 

And deped hym shrewe ypo- 

crite, 
And ofte-tymes gonne hym smyte 
Vnder pe cheke in hasf : 741 

Ac Alexins was of god f ulfild, 
In gode penaunce he it helde, 
And ]>anked hem at ^e lasf. 744 

LAUD 622 



And gaff hym Jat was in the dyche 
levyd ; 



COTTON 



But euer he hylde hym stylle, 259 
And Afle he suffyrde yrith goode wytt. 



COTTON 



Of al )>e scheme pai pei him wrou^te, 

he fronked lesn pat him bou^te, 

& ^af him mijt ))er-to. 315 

He was meke in alle |)ing, 

per-of mi^te no mon him bring, 

for non^t pat ))ei coupe do. 318 

IT Alix dwelled pere stille, 
as bit was lesus cristes wille, 
seuentene jere 321 

In his owne fader Inne ; 
kneu) him non of al hir kunne, 
nei]yer fer ne nere. 324 

VERNON 



^ Of al pQ schame pat pei himwroujthe, 
He ponkede le^, pat him bouthe, 
& ^af him my3tte perto ; ciiMftss^baok] 
He was polemod in alle pinge, 
per-out ne my^tte no man him bringe, 
ffor nowth pei couden do. 318 

pere dwelde Alex stille, 
As it was Ie«u cristes wille, 
Seuentene jer ; 321 

In his owene faderes In, 
kneu him non of al his kyn, 
Neyper fer ne ner. 324 

LAUD 108 



// Ofte pei him bete & buste, 

pat pe lord per-of niste, 

pese wikkede fode. 333 

pei clepeden him waste bred, 

& wissbeden pat he wei* ded, 

y.-wis pei weP wode. 336 

H Al pe shame pat he drey, 

te while he was his fader ney, 
6 polede with mylde mode. 339 
And ofte to god he gan grede, 
pat he foriaf* hei' misdede, 
& bringe nem to gode. 342 

LAUD 463 



IF Ofte by him bete and burste, 

pat pe loid per-of nuste, 

po vnlede fode. 333 

pe^ clepude him * waste bred,* 

And weste pat ho wei^ ded ; 

I-wis by wei^ wode. 336 

Al pe shame pat he dre^, 
pe whyle he wonede his fader nej, 
He polede wtt^ mylde mode. 339 
IT And ofte to god he gan grede, 
pat he for-jeue hem hare mysdede, 
And brojte hem to guode. 342 

TRINITY 
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54 ST. ALEXIUS. WHEN DEATH DRAWS NEAR, HE WRITES HIS LIFE. 



(63) 
IT Alexius, fat was goddes hni^th, 
ffor peiiau72ce fat was on hym li^th, 
Almest hislijfwaslome. Datfss] 747 
Wei he 8013, forou} defes Iaw3es, 
fat he drou^ to his endyng* daw3es, 
fifor dej) com hjm bifome. 750 

His sergeaunt he cleped sone. 
And for his loue, bad hjm a bone, 
fat bare fe crovne of f ome, 753 
To fecche hym enk* & parchemjrne, 
fforto write in latyne 
His lijf* sif f e he was bome. 756 

(64) 
IT His sergeaunt was glad & blif e ; 
Enk* & parchemyn also swife 
He fette, & hjm bitook* ; 759 

LAUD 622 



Alexius f write bigan ; 
Ak* fere was non bifore fan 
fat wist he coufe in book*. 762 

f ere-inne he wroot oorc) & ende, 
Hou he fro his wijf gan wende, 
And al his kyn forsook* ; 765 

And hou Alex at his partyng*, 
whan he took* his wijf f e ryng*, 
hou rewly she gan look* ; 768 

(65) 
IT And hou in pilerynage he jede, 
In hunger, in forst, in poue?'o 

wede. 
And in what manere, 771 

And hou he sat in grete destresse 
Amonge fe pouere, & fenge almcsse 
Seuentene jere ; 774 

LAUD 622 



A-gayne xv\j wyntersende, 



Whane he schowlde owte of fis 
worllde wend. 



COTTON 



COTTON 



Atte seuentene 3eres ende, 

he wuste he scholde hef en wende, 

forw grace of fe holi gost, 327 

To le^ crist, godua sone, 

in blisse wiiJi him forte wone, 

in lyf fat ener schal last 330 

VERNON 



At f e seuentef e jeies ende, 

he wiste he scholde hennes wende, 

foru grace of f e holy gast, 327 

To lesvL crist, godes sone. 

In blisse of heuene ay foriK) wone, 

In f e lif fat euere schal last. 330 

LAUD 108 



// f e while he was in fe house, 

eche day he sey his spouse, 

his fader & his moder. 345 

Ac sone he tomede to fe wowe, 

fat he nere not* y-knowe 

of hem ne of non of er. 348 

// fis holy man bought* f 

fat his lif was almesf do 

ffor seknesse fat he hadde. 351 

LAUD 468 



&whyle he wonede in fe house, 
he day he 8e3 his spouse, 
His fader & his moder. 345 

Ac sone he wente him to fe wowe, 
fat he neuere nere y-knowe 
Of hem ne of non of er. 348 

IT f e holy man him f o^te f o 

fat his lyf was almest ydo, 

ifor siknesse fat he hadde. 351 

TRINITY 
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And hou his- frendes comen hjm 

by, 

And he hem knew ap^rtely, 

J>at sonjtten hym fer & nere ; 777 

And hou he stale a-way hem fro, 

^at non hym knew of alle ]>o, 

So channged was his chere ; 780 

(66) 
IT And hou fe ymage of oure lefdy 
pe seigeauntz hete apertely, 
In, hym, forto take, 783 

And byd his bedes in pe chirche, 
Goddes werkes pere to wirche, 
His sorouj forto slake ; 786 

And hou pat folk com fer & wyde 
To pat chirche in vche syde, 
honour hym forto make ; 789 

LAUD 622 



And hou he stale away hem fro. 
And wolde noujth be honoured so, 
bot libbe in woo & wrake ; 792 

(67) 
IF And hou he wolde to tars haue 

went*, 
And whiche a tempest god hym senf , 
pat droof hem to Romeyne ; 795 
And hou he bad his fader good 
herberewe & oper lyues food. 
He wroot* forsope to seyne ; 798 
And hou he seij seuentene jere 
ffader, Ss moder, & wijf pere, 
wip sorouj & mychel pejrne ; 801 
And he wolde hem noujth yknowe, 
Bot bare hym hope symple & lowe, 
pat had ben Man of meyne. 804 

LAUD 622 



he prayd hym pat brout hys mete, 
Prevpjly he shouHde hym gete 



A lytyH jmke and perchemyne, 265 
And all hys lyffe he wrote there In. 



OOTTON 



COTTON 



He gat him enke Ss parchemyn ; 

al hjB lyf he wrot per-in, 

as he hedde i-lyued here, 333 

And radde hit sipe?^ vchadel, 

he ponked god, so mihte he wel, 

wip ful blipe chere. 336 

TBBNON 



// he gat him enke & parchemyn ; 
And id his lif he wrot per-In, 
pat he had lyued here, 333 

And radde it sepen eueri-del, 
& ponkede god, so myjt he wel, 
Wip ful blipe chere. 336 

LAUD 108 



parchemyn he per^ wan, 
& al his lif wrof per-on 
as he lay on bedde. 354 

II Also he wrot on his bok" 

hou he his ^ong* wif forsok*, 

bo he of londe wolde ; 357 

nou his mantel he hire betok*. 

And his girdel he forsok*, 

& his ring* of golde. 360 

LAUD 463 



Parchemyn he him wan, 

And al lus lyf wrot pcr-an, 

As he lay in his bedde. 354 

IF Al he wrot opon his bok*. 
How he his ^onge wyf forsok*, 
bo he of londe wolde. 357 

How he his mantel here by-tok*, 
And his gerdel pat was so guod. 
And a ryng* of golde. 360 

TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



56 



ST. ALEXIUS. HB HIDES THE BOOK OF UI8 LIFE. 



(G8) 
IT le^us, fat is kyng< of glorie, 
his martirdom & his yictorie 
Sei^, & his trauaile ; 807 

And whan ho had his lijf" ywrite, 
he hidde fere noman shulde ywite, 
his book* of gode paraile. 810 

Priuelich Alex it bare, 
j)at noman mi3th J)(?7-of he-ware 
. Hou mychel it wolde auaile ; 813 

LAUD 622 



And, whan he dyed, I vnderstonde 
It was founden in his ri^th honde, 
writen wifouten faile. 816 

(69) 
IT On palme sonenday, after meese, 
In fe chirche amonge pe presse, 
A voice com, I jou rede, 819 

ffrom heuene adoune, wel shille & clere, 
fat seide to hem in fis manere, 
where-of many goime drede, 822 

LAUD 622 



whan hit was wretyn, he hit FoHde, 
^And In his hand he gan hit hoUde. 
And a none he dyed, I wys, pieaf iso] 



COTTON 



And dyght his sowfle to hewyn 
blys. 270 

That ylke a daye in tym of masse, 

COTTON 



IT Whon he hedde don as i ou say, 
vppon J)e holy son[e]day 
bat com aftur nest, 339 

WttA muche loie & muche li3t 
his sotde, fat was so feir & bri3t, 
went out of his brest 342 

Whon fat gost was went to heuene, 
per com a vois witfi milde steuene 
in-to an holy stede, 345 

fere as f e folk of Eome were, 
godua seruise forte here, 
& biddynge of holy bede, * 348 

VERNON 



Whan he hadde I-do as I jou say, 
Vpon f e holy soneday 
fat com after nest, 339 

Wif meche ioye & meche lyjth, 
his soule, fat was so fair & bry3th, 
Wente out at his brest 342 

When his soule was went to heuene, 

fer com a vois wif milde stephene 
n-to an holy stede, 345 

fer al fe folk of rome were, 
Godes seruise forto here, 
To bidden holy bede, 



348 



LAUD 108 



// It befel on a sonenday 

fat aUe men of cristes lay 

to fe chirche come ; 363 

Clerkes, knyghtes, ^ong* & olde, 

f emperour, wif eorles bolde, 

f e pope self of Rome, 366 

// f f ei f idere come were 

to hei^, as f ei sholde fere, 

Godes seruise, 369 

Alle fei beden here bede ; 

Be f e lift* fei herde grede. 

In wonder wise : 372 

LAUD 463 



IT fat fei opon a soneday, 

fat alle men of cristis lay 

To fe cherche come, 303 

Clerkes, kny^tes, jonge & olde, 

fe emperour with ids erles bolde, 

f e Pope self of Rome. 366 

IT f hy f uder y-come were. 

To here al so hy sholde fere 

Hare seruise. 369 

Al so hy hare bedes bede, 

In fe luft hy herde grede, 

In a wonder wise : 372 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. A VOICB FBOH HEAVEN SPEAKS TO THE PEOPLE. 
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And seiJe, * ^ee fat trauaileJ be 
In hung<>;* & fuiat for loue of ine> 
Come]> I I slial 30U fede, 825 

In heuene, ))at is so fair & bri^th, 
))are euere is day & neu^re n^th. 
And ioye wijK)uten diede.' 828 

(70) 
IT ]>e poeple & pe clergie, 
ffor pat Yoice songeu ]>e letanye 
wij> gode deuociouw ; 831 

LAUD 622 



And bisoujtten pe heuene kyng*, 

^at he sbulde 3iue hem tokenyng* 

ffro heuene to erfe adoun, 834 

Of J)e voice what it were 

))at among< hem com pere 

wij) so mery soun. 837 

J)e voice com eff anofer tyme, 

And seide as I schal seie in 

Eyme; 
HerkneJ) p\a resoun : 840 

LAUD 622 



whan all fowlke att chirche was, 

A woyce cam frome fe trinite 

To the bysshope of that cyte. 274 

COTTON 



'Com to me,* he sayde, 'fat woH 

swjmke, [drynke ; 

And I sch^ gywe yowe met and 

COTTON 



And seide Jis word witA-outew f ayle : 
' come)> to me, pat haue]> trauayle 
or tene for mi sake ; 351 

Come)) to me, i scbal ou fille 
w/tA icy & blisse, & al or wille, 
pat neuermore schal slake.' 354 

"Whow fei hedde pia vfordiis herd, 

fei werew vchone sore a-ferd, 

& fallen a-dou» to grounde. 357 

As fei leje & hudde heor face, 

per com eft, forw godz^^ grace, 

in a luytel stounde, 360 

VERNON 



And seyde fes wordes wiJ>oute faille : 
" Come)) to me, peX haae)> trauaille 
OpQT charge for my sake ! 351 

ComeJ) to me, I schal 30U fiUe 
Wi)> ioye & blisse at cd 2oure wiUe, 
pat neuere mor schal slaKe.'' 354 

Whan pQ folk hadde pat word herd, 
j)e[i] were echone sore a-fered 
& fallen doun to grounde ; 357 

As |)ei leyen & hedde here face, 

far com owth, )>oru godes grace, 
n a litel stounde, 



360 



LAUD 108 



^ * Comep alle now to me, 

pat sinful hauep .y.-beo, 

AntJ afong< 3oure meode. 375 

Alle pat hauep polede pine, 

fifbr pe loue of me & myne, 

L jou wile feode.* 378 

// Of pis steuene hem poughte wonder. 

Many wende it were thonder, 

to gronde pei gonne falle. 381 

what pis cry betokne sholde, 

jiat god hem shewe wolde 

A knoo* poi beiten alle. pMs.k«D«oj 384 

LAUD 463 



IF * Comop alle now to me, 
pat synfiil hauep for me y-be, 
And a-fongep ^oure mede. 375 

Alle pat b^uep y-poled pyne. 
Monger and perst for loue myne, 
Ich 30W wille fede.' 378 

IF Of pis steuene hem po^te wonder ; 
ffele wende it were ponder ; 
To gronde hy gonne falle. 381 

What pis cry be-tokny sholde, 
pat god hem sone schewy wolde, 
A-kneo hy bedon alle. 384 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALBXIU8. HIS DEATH IS FOBKTOLD FROU HEAVEN. 



(71) 
IF ' fere is a Man of dedes gode, 
Spirituel, Ss mylde of mode, 
Now in Rome Cite ; 843 

In penauTtce he is 30U amonge, 
Certeynl J ^ee ne shullen nou^th longe 
here in er))e hym see ; 846 

A gode Mdayes morowenyng* 
he shal wende to heuene kyng*, 
J}at syttej} in trinite. 849 

LAUD 622 



TakeJ) wij) hym ))e ri3th pace 
To fe chirche of seint Boneface 
vfip grete solempnite.' 852 

(72) 
IT Jjaisou^ttenhym^not^thnefounde, 
And hadden many sorou^ful stounde, 
Til Jje gode fiyday ; 855 

wiJ) gret deuocioun among*, 
Of hedes & of chiiche song*, Deaf t5.bk] 
To god ))ai maden her pray ; 858 

LAUD 682 



'Sek ye vpe my serwaunte, where fat 
he be, 277 

That he maye praye for this cete.* 
oflde and yonge, lesse and more, 

COTTON 



AH hard this fat were there : 280 
For hit was no man, lewde ne 

leryd. 
But of this woyce he nas arFeryd. 

OOTTON 



Anof^ steuene milde & meke, 
& bad fei schulde ris vp, & seke 
A godua mon of Rome, 363 

* fat je mowe, f orw^ his prejere, 
of his godnes be;i partinere 
atte day of dome.' 366 

IT f ei risen Al vp wtt/i blif e chere, 
& sox^te bob e f er and nere, 
bi wei and [eke] hi strete. 369 

And for nof iwg fat f ei wrou3te, 
Wit^ fat relik fat fei soii3te 
mou3te fei nowhere mete, 372 

VERNON 



Anof er stephene mylde & meke, 

& bad hem vp arise, & seke 

A godes man of rome, 363 

* fat je mowe, f oru his preyer, 

Of his godnesse ben partener 

At f e day of dome.' 366 

// fei risen aUe wif blife chere 
& southe bof e fer & nere, 
Be weye & ek be strete ; 369 

Bote for nof ing fat fei wrouth, 
Wif fat relyk fat fei south, 
My^tte fe[ij nowar mete ; 372 

LAUD 108 



// Alle fat fer-inne were 

Herde jet* an nof er here, 

Right about* nofl. 387 

* Gof , besechef godes knyght, 

fat crist* seruef day & nyghf , 

fat he bidde for Rome.' 390 

IT fe pope & his clerkes alle Df in, bk] 
Adoun on kneo fei gon falle, 
Befome & behynde, 393 

LAUD 463 



IT Alle fat fcr-ynne were, 

I-herde. jut anofer here, 

Rut aboute none : 387 

* Grof , by-sechest godis knyjt, 

fat crist seruef day and nyjt, 

fat he bidde for Rome.' 390 

f e Pope and his clerkes alle 
A-doun on kneo gonne falle, 
By-fore & ek* be-hynde, 393 

TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ST. ALBXIUS. HIS SPIRIT GOES UP TO GOD IN HEAVEN. 
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j)ai praiden hym for his pyte, 
And for his mychel humilite, 
fat he hem sent* to say 861 

where was fe Man ^e Aungel of 

tolde 
Twyes er fan wif wordes bolde, 
))at in swiche payne lay. 864 

(73) 
IF fe Jyrid tyme com pe voice 
ffro hym pat was don on croice 

LAUD 622 



wij) gret solewpne lijth, 867 

And seide^ ' wendep wipoute soioUre 

To Eufeniens J)e Cenatonre, 

ffor pere he lij|) vche nijth. 870 

Swipe good hap ben his lijf" ; 

His werkes shullen be made rijf*; 

His sonle is fair & brijth.* 873 

pat ilk* tyme, as I 30U seie, 

His gost went* pe ri^th weie 

ffro pe body to god ahnijth. 676 

LAUD 622 



Goddes seruannte anon was sought, 
but who hit was pey knowe hym 
nought ; 284 

That voyce sayde on that ylke a daye, 



COTTON 



And tolde hym redyly where he laye ; 
*In eufamyans hous/ he sayde, 'is 
he, 287 

That hathe my Serwaunt long I-be.' 

COTTON 



Til pat vois, vrith wordes meke, 
com a^ein & bad hem seke 
in Eufemians house ; 375 

ffor pere scholde pei sone fynde 
pat scholde hele doumbe & blynde, 
a relik preciouse. 378 

IT pen pei ede sone anan, 

& asked sire Eufemian 

^if he kneu^ such a mon. 381 

He onswerde ful rediliche, 

* i sigge on lordingw* sikerliche 

of such ne wot i non.' 384 

VERNON 



Til pat voitj wip worde meke 

Com ajen, & bad hem seke 

In sire Eufemianes hous, 375 

* per 90 schoUe sone fynde 

pat schal hele dombe & blynde, 

A relik precious.' 378 

panne wente pei forp a-nan, 

& askeden sire eufemian : 

iii he knew swich a man. 381 

ne ansuerede redely 

& seyde : lordingges, sikerly, 

Of swich ne wot I non. 384 

LAUD 108 



And bede god Almyghty king* 
// pat he hem sende som tokenyng* 
wher^ pei myghte him fynd. 396 

lesvL Crisf , pat is so mylde, 
Keuthe hadde of pis childe, 

?at is in care bounde. 399 

'o hem seide heuene spouse, 
* Grop to Eufemianes house, 
per* he worp y.-founde.* 402 

LAUD 463 



^ And bede god almy^ty kyng«, 

pat hem sende som toknyng* 

Wher porgh hy my^te him fynde. 396 

lesvi cnst, pat is so mylde, near 76j 

Kuthe hadde of pis childe, 

pat was in care y-bounde. 399 

To hem he seyde, pe heuene spouse, 

* G op to Eufemia[ne]8 house, 

pcre he worp y-founde.* 402 



TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 



ST. ALEXIUS. HIS FATHER IS QUBSTIOND ABOUT HIH. 



(74) 
IT fe holy pope Innocent 
And fe Emp^oures swife went*, 
Sire Eufeniens to calle, 879 

And chalenged hym in fis manere, 
Eufeniens & his wijf« yfere, 
Ei3th amonge hem alle ; 882 

' In J>ine house is, pai is so meke, 
Goddes man fat we seke ; 
Hon may pia cas bifalle 1 885 

we haue ysou^th hym f er & wyde, 
Hon darstou goddes sergeaunt hyde 
In boure oij)er in halle 1 ' 888 

(75) 
IT Eufeniens ansuered sone, 
As he au3tte forto done. 
To fe pope Innocent*, 891 

LAUD 622 



And seide, J^ei^ he shulde deye. 

Of swiche a Man cou])e he nou^tb 

seye, 
By god omnipotent*^; ciifs.ciiuiipocotent] 
' ffor swiche a Man jif I knewe, 
ffayn I wolde hym to jou shewe 
Treuly wij) god entent*.* 897 

fan seiden fe Cardinales twelue, 
* God jeue pat it were fi-selue 
Byfore vs in present*.' 900 

(76) 
IT In fat tyme tweie empe^'oures 
Of Home kepten fe honoures 
wif her cristen menee ; 
fat on hete Archadius, 
And fat of ere Honorius ; 
f ai weren hende & fre. 

LAUD 622 



903 



906 



the besshope And fe emperour 289 
went in to eufifamyans hous ; 
They axyd hym of syche a man ; 



he sayde he knwe there of iioone. 
on of his seruauuttetf was thaiie 
there, 21) 3 



COTTON 



COTTON 



IT f enne wente forf f e Emperours, 
Archadius & honorius^ 

& InOCent f e Pope,^ P Pope erat'e] 

Anon to Eufemians in, — 

er f ei weore f er, wolde f ei not blin, — 

vrith hem a god gret frape. 390 

fen com a knaue sone a-nan, 

& seide to sire Eufemian, 

* go we, sire, i rede, 393 

VERNON 



f anne wente forf f e empcruors, 

Archadious & honorius, 

& Innocent f e pape, 387 

Anon to sire Eufemiafnjs In ; 

Til f ei come fere, wolde fei nat blyn ; 

Wif hem wente forf greth frape. 390 

f anne cam forf a knaue anan, 

& seyde to sire eufemian : 

* Go we, sire, I rede, 393 

LAUD 108 



// After f is steuefi vp fei stoti, 

& heried go<J wif gladf moedl, 

Alle fat bere were. 405 

ifor nought* f e pope was so gram, 

Eufemian he vndemam 

wif wel sterne bere : 408 

LAUD 463 



IT After f is steuene, op by stode, 
And herede god wiUi glade mode, 
Alle fat f er were. 405 

ffor no^t f e Pope was ful gram, 
Eufemian he vnder-nam, 
With wel sterne bere : 408 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HIS PATUER EUFEMLVN FINDS HIM DEAD. 



Gl 



vrip Eufeniens fai wenten rijth 
fibrto fecche?} goddes kni3th, 
))at was so good of fe. 909 

Ac eufeniens was swij)e li^th. 
And went bifore his hous to di3th 
wij) gref solempnite 912 

(77) 
IT Eufeniens, whan he horn cam^ 
Al his meignee he yndemam, 
^if j)at j)ai eucre ysowe 
Any Man ))at so holy were 
As )>e Aungel tolde of ere. 
Of his meignee to knowe. 
Alexius wardeyn com J^an, 
And seide, *sir, it is joure hede- 

man, 
))at Igf ded by J>e wowe ; 921 

LAUD 622 



915 



918 



He pat povL hast so longe yfed, 
wij) mete & drynk*, dooj) &.be<>, 
He bare hym euer lowe. 924 

(78) 
IF ' I trowe wel it may so be, 
whom so jee seche, ))at it is he, 
ffor he was good of lijf" ; 927 

His bedes he bad as a frere, 
Ne wolde he noujth, while ho was 

hew, 
Louen fi3th ne str\jf* ; 
A book* in his honde he half 
SwipQ fast, & narewe yfalt*, 
who Jat it covLpQ descryue ; 
I ne woof what he fereinne wroujth ; 
J>e parchemyn I hym bou^th, 
Gon fourty dayes & fyue.' 936 

LAX7D 622 



930 



933 



That stode and lokeyd Alex by- 
fore. 
* Syr,* he sayde, * I trowe hit be 

OOTTON 



^That poreman pat yee toke to me, 
That long has bene in your hall, 297 
he is an holy man with att.' pifiso. bk] 

COTTON 



And loke, sire, at oure pilgrime, 

fat je han fed in long tyme, 

wher he beo quik or dede. 396 

' 3if he be ded pat was so meke, 

he is pat mon pat bei seke, 

i wot, wtUi-outen arede. 399 

He was a mon of holy lif, 

of him com neiper cheste ne strif, 

ne vuel word ne dede.* 402 

YSRNON 



And loken [sire] at joure pilgrim 

bat je han fed of long tym, 

Wher he be quik oj)er dede. 396 

' ^if he be ded )>at was so meke, 

he is ]}at man ^at pQi seke, 

I wot wijK)ute drede : 399 

he was a man of holy lif. 

Of him com neuere stout ne stii^ 

Ke wikke word ne dede.* 402 

LAUD 108 



If ' wikke man, whi hastou hyd, 

)>at he ne moste er beo kyd, 

^ holy man I' 411 

fe emperour began to chide, 

& fele obei' pat stode beside 

toward Eufemian. 414 

LAUD 463 



* Inper man, why hastow y-hud 

)>at he ne moste er be y-kud, 

J)ulke holy man 1* 411 

IT pe emperour be-gan to chyde, 

And fele bat per stode be-syde, 

To- ward Eufemian. 414 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. THE EMPEROR TRIES TO TAKE AW AT HIS BOOK. 



(79) 
IF poo pat pis herden J)e Emp^roures pe on Emperoure his honde vp took*, 



And opere lordes of honoures, 

pai pankeden god almi3th. 939 

Ho lecJ hem pey-e lay pat hody, 

Clene & fair, <fe suwdel rody, 

fface feir & bri^th. 942 

LAUD 622 



And wolde haue taken out pe book* 
pat was fair of si3th ; 945 

Alexins pe book helde poo ; 
pan was pe Emp^oMr swipe woo, 
And in his herte afli^th. 948 

LAUD 622 



This ryche man went to hym a noone, 
And founde Alex ded as ony stone, 
But his vysage was allso bryght 301 
As the Sonne on be daye lyght 
Than trowyd wen eufemyan 
That he was an holey man ; [rowres 
he cattyd pe bysshopes & pe Empe- 

COTTON 



To se pat core so presyowse. 306 

In theye com a non ryght, 

And saue the body pat was so bryght; 

downe on knes theye feH thow, 309 

And oder many that were pere moo. 

And thankyd god In trinite, 

That theye myght his semaunte see. 

COTTON 



Whon Eufemian hedde pis herd, 

he ron to loke hou Alix ferd, 

in-to his hoos ful mt. 405 

He fond him ded whon he com pare, 

his visage ber hit lay al bare, 

as Sonne hit schined bri^t 408 

In his bond he heold a skrit, 

Eufemian sturte hi7n forp as tit, 

to wite what was per-Inne. 411 

Bote with non scunes ginne 

of pe bond pat hit was Inne 

mijte he hit not out winne. 414 

VEBNON 



Whanne eufemian pat i-herde, 
he ^ede to loke hou alex ferde. 
To his hous ful ryjth ; 405 

^he fond him ded whan he com pare, 
his face, per it lay on here, c^iaarsse] 
As Sonne schinede bryjth. 408 

In his bond he ^nd a skript, 
Eufemian ^ede to him as tyd 
To wyte what was per-Inne ; 
Bote for nones kynnes gyn 
out of pe bond pat it was In 
Myjtte he it nat wynne. 



411 



414 



LAUD 108 



// Napeles wip hem he ^eode, 
pe pope & many of pe theode, 
towai<l his hous po. 417 

pe pope self & pemperour 
Sought* halle, pel souhte hour, 
so wel so pei coude go ; 420 

// pei soughte him one stounde, 

atte laste pei him founde, 

pei* he lay on bedde. 423 

thoruh an hyne hem tolde be moupe, 

pat of his lyf mychel coupe, 

And hem y-wissed hedde. 426 

LAUD 463 



IT Napeles, with him by ^ede, 
pe Pope, and manye of hare dede 
To-ward pis house. 417 

pe Pope self and pe emperot/r, 
Hy so^te halle, by sojte hour, 
So wel so hy coupe. 420 

IT Hy so^te him one stounde, 

Ac atte laste hy him founde, 

per he lay in his bedde, 423 

porgh an hyne of the house, 

pat moche of his lyf coupe, 

pat hem y-wissed hedde. 426 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. THE EMPEROR ASKS HIS CORPSE POB ITS BOOK. 



63 



(80) 



U J>e Emperowr foo speke bigan, 
And seide vnto fe body Jan, 
fere it lay in Je heme ; 951 

* J)ouj we ben Men of synful lijf«, 
EmperoMrs we ben wijwuten strijf*, 
Rome forto goueme ; 954 

LAUD 622 



we defenden holy chirche 
A^eins hem fat wolden wirche 
Dedes stoute & steme ; 957 

Jerfore delyaer vs fi book*, 
fat f e poeple fere-on mowe look*, 
wisdom forto leme.' 960 

LAUD 622 



The bysshope, as he stode hym nye, 
A perchement leffe in his honde he 

see, 314 

But he hyllde his hand so faste, 
That owte he myght hit natt wrast. 
* Sonne,' sayde fe bysshope, * I praye 

fee 317 

COTTON 



that in thye honde foue lett me see ; 
Synfulle aH thouje hit bee, 
I haue powxe and dyngnytee 320 
For to lousse and for to bjmde 
Thym pat I in syn Fjmde. [i«rfi5i3 
There Fore, sone, let me wetten 
what ys in thy bocke wrytyn.' 324 

COTTON 



IF Who» he mihte no betere spede, 

to J)e Empcrour he ede, 

and tolde fat tifande. 417 

fenne come fei bof e f orf god pas, 

til fei come per hit was, 

fe dede cois liggande. 

whon fei come in-to fe hous, 
f is Emp^rouTs fei seiden pita, 
and on f is Maneere : 
* f auj we for sunne are vnworfi, 
we lian kepinge not forfi 
of f eos londes heere. 



420 



423 



426 



TEBNON 



Whan he ne myjtte no betere spede. 

To fe empdrour ne lede, 

& tolde him fat tyaingge. 417 

bane comef he c^en god pas, 

Til he comen far he was, 

f e dede corps liggynde. 420 

Whan f ei comen Into fe hous, 

f e emperour seyde f us 

And on fis manere : 423 

" f ei we for synne ben vn-worf i. 

We ban to kepyng nawth for-f i 

of f ese londes here ; 426 

LAUD 108 



IF Beforen fe bed fei stoden f o, 

f 6 pope & femp^rour also ; 

ac fei ne dorste ouer him trine, 429 

fei wende he wei' Hues man ; 

Ac his gost was out-gan, 

Brought* he was of pyne. 432 

// Eufemian adoun hej^, 

nis bond his neb he ynwrey 

wif michel drede. 435 

So suete smel of him tey3, 

fat alle fat wei* ney^, 

wonder of him heuede. 438 

LAUD 463 



IF By-fore fe bed by stode f o, 

fe Pope and fe emp^rour al-so, 

Ac by ne dorste hem tryne. 429 

Hy wende he were a lyues man, 

Ac his gost was out a-gon, 

I-brojt he was of pyne. 432 

Eufemkn ardouA bei^, 

His neb, his hondes, he yn-wrei^, 

Wtt^ wel mochel drede. 435 

So swote bref out of him tei^, 

fat aUe fat wei' per nei^, 

f er-of wonder hauede. 438 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. THE BOOK OF HIS LIFE 18 GIVEN UP AND READ. 



(81) 
IT whan Jai hadden so yseide, 
Alexiiis, fere he was yleide, 
Opened vp his honde ; 963 

To J)e pope wolde he noujth forsake, 
Bot lete hym f oo fe book* vptake, 
To rede fat he fonde. 966 

foo fapostoUe had his book*. Deaf se] 
His chaunceler he it bitook* 
To rede, I vnderstonde ; 969 

Othoo was his name, 
A Man yholde of gode fame 
Ouer al Rome londe. 972 

LAUD 622 



(82) 
IT J>e book* he red wip gode wille, 
fe folk* herkned & helde hem stille 
wijjouten any boost* 975 

Til fe book* was red & seide. 
Alexit^ was bifore hem leide, 
flFulfilcJ of fe holy gost* . 978 

fe chaunceler wel loude grad 
whan he J)e book* of Alexius rad 
Among* J)e cristen osf ; 981 

hou he fro frendes gan wende, 
And hou his fader fer & hende 
Soujth hym by euery cost ; 984 

LAUD 622 



The beshope toke fe boke so hynde, That Alex hys bond on bynde ; 



COTTON 



COTTON 



* And J)is Mon pat we pope^ calle, 
hap ]>e pouwer of vs alle, p pope woj'e] 
and of al holichirche ; 429 

fforfi diliuere vp fat scrite, 



fat we fer-f orwh mai seo and wite 
hou we schiil vnih f e worche.' 



432 



VERNON 



" And f is man fat we pope calle, 
haf f e kepyng of vs aUe 
& of holy churche ; 429 

f erfore deliure vs vp f e skryt*. 



fat we f ere-f oru may se & wyt 
hou we sohulle wif f e werche." 

LAUD 108 



432 



U Out of his mouf fer stoedf a leoia 

Brighter* fan f e sonne beom, 

fat al fe stede atende. 441 

Adoun fei fellen all on kneo, 

to thanke god fat is so freo 

Of wonder fat he sonde. 444 

Toward god he gan his hondes holde, 
A writ betwene bei seye folde, 
fei fat wei* f er-inne. 447 

Eufemian adoun bey^, 

t writ* he drow & ^eme tey 
e ne myghf it out-winne. 450 

LAUD 463 



IT Out of his mouth stod a lem 

Bri3tei' fan f e sonne-bem, 

fat al fe stede atende. 441 

A-doun hy felle, alle on kneo. 

To f onky god fat is so ireo 

Of wonder fat hem sonde. 444 

IT Op to-ward god held his honde ; 
A writ be-twixe hy seje y-folde, 
Hy fat wei^ fcr-ynne. 447 

Eufemian a-doun bei^, 
'»at writ he drou^ & jeme tei3, 
'e myjte he it wynne. 450 

TRINITT 
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ST. ALBXIUS. HIS OWN STORY OF HIS LIFE IS READ TO THE POLK. 65 



(83) 
IT And hou he was to J>e Emperoure 
ysent, to be Man of valoure 
And lemen cliiualrie, 987 

Of huntyng*, & of Ryuere, 
Of chesse pleieyng* & of tablere : 
Al nas worj? a flye ; 990 

Leaer liym was to conns gooc). 
And seraen god wif mylde mood, 
and his moder Marie : 993 

And hou he jede seuentene ^er 
In pilerinage fer & ner 
wip mychel maladye ; 996 

LAUD 623 



(84) 
IT And oJ)er 3eres seuentene 
wij) his fader he had ybene, 
his bedeman by fe wowe, 909 

pai fader ne moder ne his wijfi 
wisten of his holy lyf*, 
Ke fat he was hire owe ; 1002 

And hon his fader sergeaontz alle, 
veyn glorie gonne hym calle, 
And gorre on hym gonne Jrowe ; 1 005 
And hou he fe book ywriten hadde : 
Of al his lijf, pere he it radde 
To fe poeple heije & lowe. 1008 

LAUD 622 



the beshope bat Iloii:e red A non, 
That J>ey yt harde euerychone. 328 



OOTTON 



There was there in redly tolde 
Alle hys lyfe, yong and olde. 



OOTTON 



IT whon bei pus hedde iseid heor wille, 
pe pope^ leide his hond per-tUle, 
& he penne let hit go. {} pope mu'o 435 
Anon pQ pope^ let rede hit fere, 
bi-f oren adle ))at per were, 
heringe his fader Also. 438 



VERNON 



Wen f ei hadde f us seid here wille, 
pe pope leyde his bond fer-tiUe, 
Alex fan let go. 435 

be pope as tyd let rede it fere 
Byfore al f o bat fer were, 
herynde his fader also. 438 

LAUD 108 



// f e pope her-of was adrecf. 

In his herte god he baci, 

pat him grante sholde, 453 

|wit >vrit fat was in his honcJ, 

bat f ei myhte it vnderstoncl, 

betokne what it wolde. 456 

II fe pope to f e bed bey^, 

be writ of his hone) he tey^, 

Kight wijK)uten gynne. 459 

pat writ ne began to sprede, 

& to foren fe folk* to rede, 

pat weren fer-inne. 462 

LAUD i63 
APAM DAVY. 



IT fe Pope her-of was a-drad, 

In his herte, god he bad, 

fat him granty sholde 453 

fat writ fat was in Ids honde, 

fat he my^te it vnderstonde, 

Be-tokny what it wolde. 456 

IF f e Pope to f e dede bei^ ; 

fat writ out of his hond he tei^, 

Al witA-oute gynne. 459 

fat writ anon he gan sprede. 

And by-fore hem alle rede, 

fat f wei^ f erynne. 462 

TRINITY 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 



ST. ALEXIUS. EUFENIENS liXMENTS HIS SON'S DEATH. 



(85) 



IF foo Eufeniens fise wordes herd, 
Of his son hou it feriJ, 
Gret was liis sorou^eyng* ; 1011 

His face he^ rent, & his her. pMs.hU] 
Men sorou^ed for hym fer & ner, 
He fel in swowenjng*. 1014 

LAUD 623 



On his owen son fat was, 
His cry was euere, * alias ! alias ! 
def ! why nyltou me styngel 1017 
Alias ! sorouj ! what is J)i recJ K 
fou hasf me brou3th vnto my ded ; 
Myne herte wil to-sprynge. 1020 

LAUD 622 



Whan hys Fader harde of thys, 
That he was hys sone I wys, 332 
*lorde,' he sayde, *howe maye fys bee? 
ys thys my sone fat I here scee ] 
Sewentene yere wyt AH, 
I had fynde hym in myn haHe ; 336 

COTTON 



I myght nat wyt for none Asaye, 

What he was, nyght nor daye. 

" leffe sone," he sayde, " why ded fou 

sool 
Thowe saw I was For fe FuH woo ; 
for fowe were not At my wyHe, 341 

COTTON 



IF whon his fader hedde herd hit red, 

he was a-woTidred & a-dred, 

for serwe he was nei^ ded. 441 

As mon fat hedde fe def es wounde, 

he fel a-doun to fe grounde 

as heui as fe led. 444 

whon he hedde longe i-leyn, 

& his stat was comen s^ein, 

he made reubful chere. 447 

He tar his cio)>ti« & droi^ his her, 

with delfal cri Ss siking sor, 

fat del hit was to here. 450 

VERNON 



Whan hiB fader herde it rede, 
he was for-wondred & for-drede, 
for sorwe he was ney ded ; 441 

As man fat hadde def es wounde 
He fel swingge doun to grounde, 
Heuy so any led. 444 

Wan he hadde longe I-leyn, 

fan his stat bi-com a-gayn, 

& made reuly chere ; 447 

he rof his brest, he drou his her 

wif duelful cry & syking sor, 

fat pite it was to here. 450 

LAUD 108 



H f eufemian was y-war 

fat his sone lay far, 

<^ so long* had wif him beo, 465 

he fel in swounjrng* on f e molde, 

* Alias,' he seide, *faf euei* .1. sholde 

so vnkynde beo.' 468 

// Be a stounde he gan vp-stonde, 
Tar his her & wrong* his honde, 
fat fe folk* myghte rewe. 471 

f ei weopen & made reuly cry, 
for him f ci wei' wel sory 
fat fei him euere knewe. 474 

LAUD 463 



IF fo sir* Eufemian was y-war 

fat his sone lay far. 

His armes he to-spiadde, 465 

He tar his her, he tar his clof , 

And fel a-swo^e opon f e cors, 

So moche sorwe he hadde. 468 

H By a stounde he gan op-stonde, 
To-tar lus her & wrang* Ins honde, 
fat alle folk* mijte rewe ; 471 

* He wep and made reuful cry ; 
ffor him hy were wel sory, p k»f ?«, i*} 
fat he him er ne knewe. 174 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. EUFENIENS LAMENTS HIS SON*S DEATH. 67 

(86) 

IT * Now I may no ioye haue ; O son, whi woldestou snffren smert*, 

No confort ne may me sane ; And dye wij) me here in ponert*, 

My blis is al forlome ! 1023 A begger as fou worne 1 1029 

libr my son fat lyj> here ded, To fi comyng* was al my speire, 

In elde he shulde haue ben my redl. To haue ymade of fee myne eire, 

Alias ! fat I was borne ! 1026 Of londe, Castel & come.' 1032 

LAUD 622 LAUD 622 

And ewer more fou helde fe styH ; And euer fou bare f e meke and 
Thyne own s^aruantc* fat sholde be, la we, 

myche harme ded fey to fee ; 344 For fat no man should f e there cnawe. 

Theye kest wate?* onthynhede, [insi^bk] In heuyn ther fore f ou hast mede : 

And gafe fe fat was in the dyche Sonne, praye fore me, fore I haue 
leuyde, nede."' 350 

COTTON COTTON 

Muche dcol hit is to telle, Meche doel it is to telle 

houj he on fat bodi felle hou he on fat body felle, 

of weopyng blon he nouht. 453 of weping blan he nouth. 453 

He seide, * Alias 1 mi dere sone, [ 

hou mi^test f ou f tw longe wone 

wi't/i me fat kneu3 f e nouht 1 456 no gap in tlie MS,'\ 

Alias ! nou hastou dwelled here * Alias nou hastou duelled here 

al f is seuentene jere Alle f ese seuentene 3ere 

in myn owne Inne ; 459 In myn owene In, 459 

And )k)U hast boren f e so lowe, & f jou hast boren f e so lowe, 

fat f ou woldest neuere ben a-knowe & noldest neuere ben o knowe 

j^t Jk>u wer of mi kinne. 462 fat f ou were of oure kyn. 462 

YBRNON LAUD 108 

fl * Awej, lord, fat heresf my bone, IT " A-wey, lord, fat art vs a-boue, 

whi helestou my leoue sone Why hele f ou my leue sone 1 

go long* in my house, 477 To longe in myn house, 477 

fat wee ne moste him knowe, fat we ne moste him y-knowe, 

And foi^ete mychel wowe. And for-3ute oure wowe, 

bo]>e .L & my spouse. 480 And kesse him wtt^ mouf e. 480 

// * Awey, my sone, listou hei^, IT A-wey, my sone, now listow here, 

& euei* .1. hoped of fe to here And euere ich hopede of f e y-here, 

A-lyue bat f ou were. 483 A-lyue fat fou were, 483 

Me b^itef myn herte wile breke. Me f enxef my herte wil breke, 

bat I. ne may wif fe speke. Now f ou ne mi3t with me speke. 

Alias, pat .L ded nere.' 486 A-wey fat ded y-nere." 486 

LAUD 468 TRINITY 
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bT. ALEXIUS. HIS MOTHER RUSHES TO HIS CORPSE. 



(87) 



IF His moder herd fat tydynge ; 

ffor hir son she gan flynge 

In Rage as a lyonesse ; 1035 

Sorou^-fullich her pleynt she made ; 

Noman mi3th hire herte glade, 

Of al fe grete presse. 1038 

LAUD 629 



His fader had ylore J)e speche ; 
To his moder was no leche 
fat mi^th her cry acesse. lOH 

Letted she nou3th for al fe frong*, 
fat she ne ran fe poeple among*, 
Hire son to clyppe & kysse. 1044 

LAUD 622 



hys moder lyued in In longyng, 
whan sche herde of thys tydyng, 
She com Forthe with A raply rese, 
As A lyon lept oute of A lees ; 354 



COTTON 



She weppyd And cryde sore, 

As thay don fat ame woo. 

* let me,' she sayd, ^ my sone see ; 

I Fed hym on myn owne kee/ 358 



COTTON 



Alias ! alias ! and weilawai, 

fat euere I a-hod f is day, 

bis serwe forte seo. 465 

I weiide haue had of f e solas 

in myn elde ; Alias ! Alias ! 

for deol ded wol i beo.' 4C8 

IT whon his Moder herde of f is, 

heo sturte forf in haste i-wis. 

As A lyonesse ; 471 

MviHi hirself heo ferde to wonder, 

hoo ter hir clonus al in suTwier, 

in a gret woodnesse. 474 

VERNON 



Out ay, alias, & weylawey, 
fat I euere a-bod f is day 
bis sorwe forto se ! 
I wende han had of be solas 
In myn elde, alias, alias, 
for doel ded willi be ! ' 



465 



468 



Whenne his moder herde of f is, 

3e sterte forf in haste i-wis 

as a leonesse, 471 

Wif hire sulf sche ferde to wonder, 

Sche rof hire clof es al to sonder 

In a gret wodnesse ; 474 

LAUD 108 



H f e noyse into be bour* sprong* 

of f e sorwe was hem among*, 

bat in f e halle were. 489 

his moder was wel sory, 

& axed what* were fat cry 

fat she herde wif ere. 492 

// Of hii* sone men tolde anon, 

fat oat while was y.-gon, 

& hou he was y.-founde, 495 

& hou he hadde fer-inne woned, 

& f is werldes blisse shoned, 

And tholed harde stounda 498 

LAUD 463 



IT fe drem in-to f e hour sprong*, 

Of sorwe bat hem was among*, 

bat in fe halle were. 489 

His moder lay fere wel sory, 

And axste what were al fat cry 

fat hy herde with ere. 492 

IT Of here sone me tolde anon, 
fat out whyle was a-gon. 
And how he was y-founde ; 495 

And how he hadde fer-ynne y-woned, 
And al f is worldis blesse y-shoned. 
And f olede wel harde stouTide. 498 

TRINITY 
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(88) 



IF " son, fat soke of myne pappes, 
])ou liast* ysent* me sory happes, 
J?U8 sone art* went* me fro. 1047 

I wende haue yhad of fee solas ; 
Myne hope is tynt, alias 1 alias ! 
And welfe is wenf to woo. 1050 

LAUD 623 



Son, fou doest vs stronge towrment* ! 

Oure ioye is al away wenf 1 

ffor sorou^ we shullen vs sle ; 1053 

ffor often f ou seij fi fader & me 

Erlicli & late wepe for fee, 

And ek* fi wijf also. 1056 

LAUD 622 



whan she hym sawe, she Fylle downe, 
Att was A waye here Resonne. 
whan she rose she stoode hym by, 
She kyssyde hym. And sayd on hye, 



COTTON 



'Sonne,* she sayde, And wept FuH 
sore, 363 

*^owe schall I speke wit/t fe no 
more. 

COTTON 



Heo drou3 hir her as heo weore wod, 

& seide, * for hiw fat died on rod, 

Men, 3e ^iue me way, 477 

fat I mai to mi sone go ; 

was neuer Moder half so wo 

as me is f is day. 480 

3if me roum, & let me se 

f e bodi fat was boren of me, 

and fed of my breste. 483 

Let me come fat cors to, 

for wel ^e witen hit is skil so 

fat i beo hit nexte.' 486 

VefRNON 



Sche drou hire her as sche were wod, 
& seyde : " for him fat deyde on rod, 
3e men, 3iuef me wey, 477 

fat I may to my sone go ! 
Was neuere moder half so wo 
As me is f is day. 480 

^iue)) me room, & lat me se 

f e body fat was boren of me, 

& fed was of my brest ! 483 

letef me come f e cors vntil, 

ffor je wyten fat it is skyl 

fat I be it next." 486 

LAUD 108 



U fo she herde of hii* sone, 

fat he was t^ein come, 

out of bedde she sprong* ; 501 

Al hii* yuel she format*. 

And hardiliche held hii* gate 

Al fat folk< among*. 504 

// * war anon, par charite, 

Let* me go my sone to seo, 

And niyn oune fode.* 507 

f e teres felle to hit* kneo, 

fat al f e folk* myhte seo 

f o brest* orfl al o blode. 510 

LAUD 463 



IT f hy herde of here sone, 

llow he was ajen y-come. 

Of here bedde hy sprong* ; 501 

Al hyre euel hy for-^at, 

And hardeliche a-doan stap, 

fe folk* alle among* : 504 

IT ' Remef me, for godis lone. 

And letef me go to my sone, 

I se myn owene fode.' 507 

fe teres felle to here kneo, 

fat al fat folk* my3te wel y-seo. 

Hire brest al a-blode. 510 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HIS MOTHER LAMENTS OVER HIS DEAD BODY. 



(89) flilfe & foule vryne, 1059 

IT * fo fat J>ee shulden haue se/iied And beten fee ofte swife sore ; 

trewe, And fou suffredest euermore, 

ffele tymes on pee fai prewe And took* it nou3th to pyne. 1062 

LAUD 622 LAUD 622 



Thowe hast be sought in meny A With messengerys, And wit/t 
londe, sonde, 



COTTON 



COTTON 



Who7i heo niijte nei3e hit neer, 
heo fel per-on with deolful cher, 
& seide, * Alias ! mi sone, 489 

Whi woldestou piw wiUi us fare, 
to leten ys dwelle/i in serwe & care 1 
^bi hastou fti^ done ? 492 

pou hast i-sc^en fi fader and me 
wepe;* & maken gret del for J?e, 
bofe erly and late ; 495 

And Jjou hast seuewtene 3er 
vnknowen i-dwelled mid vs her, 
in pore beggers state.' 498 

Ofte-sifes heo fel douw 

on bat dede cors al in swoun, 

ana custe hoTides and feet ; 501 

And pat face fat was so swete, 

heo custe hit & mad hit wete 

with teres fat heo leet. 504 

VERNON 



Whan sche my^tte neyh it nere, 
Sche fel f er-on wif son chere, 
& seyde : " alias, my son, 489 

Whi hauest tou f us wif vs fare, 
Sufifred vs for f e sorwe & care, 
Whi hastou fus doni 492 

f ou hast i-seye f i fader & me 
Wepen & maken gret doel for fe 
Bof e erly & late ; 495 

And tou hast seuentene ^er 
Vn-knowe duelled wif vs her 
In pouere beggeres state." 498 

Ofte-sif e 3e fel doun 

opon f e body al I-swoun, 

& kissede honden & feet ; 501 

& fat face fat was so swete, 

Sche it kiste, & made it wete 

Wif teres fat sche let 504 

LAUD 108 



H So sone so she to him come, Of iis] 
vpon f e liche she fel y.-lome, 
And kiste it wel 3erne. 513 

she kisf his neb, she kiste his honci, 
on f e liche she lay, & nolde not wond, 
Mighte noman hire weme. 516 

// * Alias, my sone, my dere lyf, 

Soriere nas neuere wif 

fan .L am for fe noufe. 619 

ffor .1. hopede euer^ f e to seo, 

Er .1. diede, & speke wif fe, 

And kisse fe wif moufe. 522 

LAUD 463 



IF So sone f o by to him com, 

Ope f e lich hy fel anon, 

And keste it wel 3eme ; 513 

Hy keste his neb and his honde^ 

Ope f e lich hy lay wel longe. 

Hire ne my3te noman weme ; 516 

IT " A-wey, my sone, f ou were my lyf ! 
Sorwere nas y-neuere wyf, 
fan ich am for f e noufe. 619 

ffor euere ich hopede fe to seo, 
Er ich deye, and speke wet// feo, 
And kesse fe with moufe. 522 

TRINITV 
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71 



why woldestou cast fee in care, 
Of hem to sufEre swiche bysmare, 
fat weren fine owen hynel 1065 



Of alle f ise seuentene ^ere 

Ne woldestou noman tellen here 

f ou come of body myne." 1068 



LAUD 622 



LAUD 622 



Bot there was no man myght f e see, 
And eu^r f ou sat be owre knee. 368 



COTTON 



lewe Sonne, fou praye for mee, D«*f iss] 
That I may f e in bleyss see.' 



COTTON 



Heo seide, * alias ! fat me is wo, 

fou were my sone wit/i-outen mo, 

wepef alle wif me. 507 

Ichaue f e fed moni a day, 

Alias ! sone, weilaway, 

fat i ne knewh not fe. 510 

fou nusf haue be a gret lordyng*, 

and ben honoured as a king, 

jif hit hedde beo fi wille. 513 

ifou hastou had despit and wrong 

of f i f ralles euer among, 

and boren hit fill stille. 516 

Alias ! ho schal 3iue to me 

welle of teres to wepe for f e 

bof e dai and niht 1 Deaf 44, back] 519 

Alias ! alias ! me is wo, 

icholde myn herte wolde breke7ia-two, 

fat i saij nou fis siht.' 522 

VERNON 



Sche seide : " alias, what me is wo ! 
^fou were my sone wif-oute mo ; 
Wepef al folk wif me ! p leaf 2s«, back] 
I haue f e fed many a day ; 
Alias owt & weylawey, 
fat I ne knew nout f e ! 510 

fou my3test ban ben a greth lording, 

& honured als a kyng, 

jif it hadde ben fi wille ; 513 

Nou hauest fou had despit & wrong 

Of finef ralles euere among, 

& bor[ejn it ful stille. 516 

Alias, who schal ^iue to me 
"Welle of teres to wepe for f e 
Bofeday &nyjth1 519 

Alias alias, what me is wo ! 
I wolde myn herte it breke a-tuo 
fat I ne saye nowth fis sy3th." 522 

LAUD 108 



U Ac Al myn hope is y.-lore, 

Nou fou list* ded me before, 

«fe wif me ne myghf speke. 525 

Low} Crist, .1. bidde fin ore, 

Nq lef me liuen namore, 

ac let* myn herte breke.' 528 

// She wrong* hii* hondes & siked sore, 

And to tar hire lokkes hore, 

Ab she were woed, 531 

* Leoue sone, bidde .1. f e, 

I^t me dien nou wif f e. 

Mi lyf* nis not* goed.' 534 

LAUD 463 



IF Ac al myn hope is y-lore, 

Now fou list dod me by-fore. 

And with me ne my3t speke. 525 

* Lord crist, ich bidde f yn ore, 
Ne let fou me lyue namore, 

Ac let myn herte breke.' " 528 

IF Hy wrang* here bond, and si3te sore, 
To-tar here shroud, here lokkes hore, 
As hy were wod. 531 

* Leue sone, by-seche ich fe, 
fou lete me deye now byfore f e, 

fe lyf me nis no^t guod.' 534 

TRINITV 
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ST. ALBZIU& BIS WIPES LAMENT OVBB BIS CX)BPSI. 



(90) 



IT fforf com foo his trewe wyf* 
wij> sorou3, & care & drery lyf*, 
And nei^ for doel de^. 1071 

* Alias 1 she seide, my ioye cast, 
Kare & sorou^ ben in me fast, 
As wide we wifoute recJ. 1074 

LAUD 628 



Al my wel]?e is fro me went*, 

No wowman is in swiche tot^rment^ 

In leng]?e ne in brede. [ieiifM,bk] 1077 

Al fis werlde, & it myne were, 

I wolde 3iue it fer and nere, 

To seen his fedrehede. 1080 

LAUD 622 



hys wyfe fat was In chamb^i* 

stokyn, 
Of fys tydynge* harde sche spokjTi ; 
She com forthe in A sempyH pace, 
Sory, I wott, wolle pat che was ; 374 
She swonnyd at )>e fryst syght, 

COTTON 



That on here was blake, pat rest was 

wyght 
Than she sayd wit^ mylde chere, 
* Where hastowe be, my leman 

derol 
Full long I myght f e A-byde, 

OOTTON 



IT penne com for]? a dreri ping, 
i-clofed in cloptis of monmy wg, 
bat was his owne wyue. 525 

Heo wepte pat pite was to se, 
and seide, * Alias ! pat wo is me, 
pat euere hedde I lyue. 528 

Nou al my ioye a-wei is gon, 
er hedde i hope, nou habbe i non 
to seon him a-lyue. 531 

Nou am i widewe, alias ! pe stouz/de, 
serwe haj) ^iue myn herte a wou/ide, 
pat me to def wol d?iue. 534 

VERNON 



// J?anne cam forf a drery Jing, 

I-clad in clojjes of moumyng. 

It was Alex wif ; 525 

Sche wep fat pite was to se 

& seyde : " Alias, ful wo is me, 

fat euere hadde I lyf ! 528 

Kou al my ioye awey is gon. 
Er hadde I hope, now haue I non 
To sen him on lyue ; 531 

Nou am I wydewe, alias fat stounde ! 
Sorwe haf ^iuen myn herte a wounde 
fat me to def e schal dryue. 534 

LAUD 108 



537 



U Sone f o com his wif, 

fat louede him as hir* lyf, 

To f e hous ago. 

So sone so she com him to, 

betwene hire armes she gan him fo, 

& kissed his mouf e f o. 540 

// * Awey, my leof, what hastou do ? 

whi hastou holde f e so 

In fin oune house, 

fat non ne most* com f e to. 

So freoncl au^te to of er do. 

No . I. fat was f i spouse 1 

LAUn 463 



543 



546 



IT Sone f er-after com his wyf, 
fat louede him more fan here lyf, 
In-to fulke house. 537 

So sone so hy com him to, 
Be-twixe here armes hy gan him fo, 
And keste him vriih mouf e ; 540 

IF " A-wey ! my lef, what hastow y-do1 

Why hastow f e y-heled so, 

In fyn owene house, 543 

fat povL ne woldest come me to, 

So frend ojte to ofer do, 

Ne ich fat was fy spouse 1 546 

TRINITY 
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(91) 



IF ' It is no wonder of my doloure ; 
Yshadewed is al my myroure^, 
And lome is my bri^thnesse ; 1083 
Myne herte may noujth lange dure. 
Cursed wotpe foxx, dame auenture, 
)>at doost me destresse ! c* ms. mynmiw] 

LAUD 622 



After feir weder falle]) reyn, 

After wynnyng* wep ageyn, 

And care is after kysse, 1089 

Erly to day by ^ morowe, 

I ne wist of care ne of sorowe : 

To bale is toumed my blisse.' 1092 

LAUD 622 



Fore thowe hast soaghte pylgermage^ 
wyde. 380 

Thowe hast beene frome long, 
Forsothe I haue done J)e no wrong ; 
Wyghe f e speke nowe I ne maye, 
Nowe maye I weddowe be for Aye, 

COTTON 



I maye be weddow And mayden dde, 
And I haue done as ye me bade. 
Thowe weddest me to be ])y Free, 
nyght togeder when we were, 388 
Bot, good leuan, nowe praye for me 
That we to gedar in blese maye be/ 

COTTON 



Ailas ! what is me to rede, 

mi Mfiror is broken & is dede, 

bat my likynge was Inne. 537 

Hope of ioie nou haue I lorew, 

& serwe is newed me beforen 

yat neuermore schal blinne.' 540 

Al pQ folk ]>at stod be-side, 
pat seij heore serwe so vnride, 
a wepten ful tenderliche. 543 

her was non fat mijte hew holde, 
Mon ne wommo?*, ^owg ne olde, 
and fat was no feorlidbe. 546 

TERNON 



// Alias ! what is me to rede 1 

Mi mirour is broken Ss is dede 

bat my liking was Inne. 537 

hope of ioye now haue I lorn, 

& sorwe is newed me be-forn 

])at neuere more schal blynne." 540 

// Al ))at folk pat stod be-syde, 

fat say f e sorwe so vn-ruyde, 

fey wepe ful tendreliche ; 543 

ber ne was non fat my3tte him holde, 

Man ne wif man, jung ne old ; 

& fat nas no ferliche. 546 

LAUD 108 



// * Alias, faf L was woman bore, 

Nou .1. haue f e forlore, 

My leof* so hende. 549 

Sorwefulliche me is dyght», 

Non f ou wif me speke ne myht, 

I. ue recke whider to wende.' 552 

// "T ®^® ^*^ bef orn hetn alle, 

to droufi hir^ heer & hii' calle, 

as she were feye. 555 

Bitter teres she let* falle, 

for hire fei wei* sory alle, 

bat* hii* wepe seye. 558 

LAUD 463 



^ir A-wey, fat ich was woman y-bore, 
Now ich haue fe for-lore, i»ta«fn] 
My leman so hende. 549 

Sorweful is me y-di^t. 
Now f ou wit/f me speke ne my^t, 
Ne reiche ich whyder to wende." 552 

IT Of hy stod by-fore hem alle, 

To-drouj here her, and here calle, 

As hy were vei^e. 555 

Bytere teres hy let falle, 

ffor hir« were sory alle, 

fat here wepe y-sei^e. 558 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALBXIUS. HIS BODY IS BURIED IN ST. BONIFACES CBUBOH. 



(92) 



IT fapostoile & f e clergie, 
f emperoures & her chiualerie, 
Token |>at confessoure, 1095 

And leiden on a bere ri^th ; 
flair & wel hy habbej) hym di^th, 
wij) menske & liononre ; 1098 

LAUD 622 



To pe chirche of seint Bonefas, 
wi|> pe corps ])ai token pQ pas 
wifouten any soioure; 1101 

pQ belles alle a^ein hem rungen, 
Preostes & clerkes merily sungei^ 
wif f at swete floure. 1104 

LAUD 622 



The folke come fast owte of pe cete, that ryche Relyke for to see. 392 

COTTON COTTON 



IT pQ pope^ com, & pe Emperours 
bad briwge hiw forf out of pe hous 
& lei him on A bere, P pope eiro$$t tkrougk] 
And bar him wij? solempnete, 
for}) Amidde pe cite, 
& cri3iwge fat almi^te here, 552 

And seide, * come seof pat holi mon 

bat ^e haue sou^t euerichon, 

here he is in fis place. 555 

He is fouwdew, and he is here, 

pat holi bodi on a beere, 

j)orwh help of godus grace.' 558 

VBRNON 



// pe pope com forf, & te Emperours 
Leten him bringe owt of J?e hous, 
& leyden him on a bere, 549 

And beren wi)) gret solempnete 
In-to J>e mydeward of pe cyte, 
& cryeden }»at alle my^ten here, 552 

& seyden : " come)), sep pia holyman 

bat ^e han south euerichon ! 

here he is in p'la place ; 555 

fi'ounden he is, & is here, 

fat holy body on a bere, 

Jjoru hdp of godes grace." 558 

LAUD 108 



U So mychel sorwe fer was, 
Bot who-so hadde a tong* of bras 
ne myghte it al telle. 561 

pe day was almesf do, 

gpope & Jjemperour also 
ight no lenger dwelle. 564 

fat liche fei let wake & shride, 

wif pal & wif of er pride, 

fat fei founde fere. 567 

wif michel ioye & hey song*, 

f e bisshopes hem alle among* 

f e corps to chirche bere. 570 

// Amydde ryghf fe heye strete 

So mychel folk* fei gonne mete 

fat bei most* astonde. 573 

IT Alle seke fat to him come 

y-helede were .y.-lome 

Of feet* & of honde. 576 

r.vun 46.1 



IF So moche sorwe per was. 

Bote who-so hadde a tonge of bras, 

Ne my^te he it telle. 561 

f e day him was al-mest y-do, 

be Pope and f e emperour al-so 

Ne my3te lenger dwelle. 564 

IF fat lich hy lete by- wake, and shrude 
'With palle and with of er prude, 
fat hy fou7ide fere. 567 

With mochel li^t, and mochel song*, 
fat holy cors hem alle among*, 
Bischoppis to cherche bere. 570 

IF Amyddes rijt fe heje strete. 

So moche folk* hy gonne mete, 

fat hy resten a stouwde. 573 

Alle f e sike fat to him come, 

I-heled were swif e sone. 

Of fet and ek of honde. 576 

rnixiTY 
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(93) 



IT Noman may telle wij tunge 

pe miracles Jat of hjm sprunge 

As J)ai Jjat body here ; 1 107 

Deef* & doumbe, halte & blynde, 

Alle mi^tten bote fynde, 

In maladie ])at were ; 1110 

LAUD 622 



Men J?at weren in palesye, 
Luuatik*, o'iper in frenesie, 
Bote hadden ]>ere, 1113 

Swiche presse was Jje poeple among*, 
femperonres mi^tte/i noujth for frong* 
Beren for]? fe bere. 1116 

LAUD 622 



Sone in a A lytell stonde fei was 

COTTON 



Botbe grete throng And prece. 

COTTON 



Alle pat wusten of J>at cri, 

]?ei ornew fidere wel haateli, 

fei tolde feron nout a lyte. 561 

An Alle ^e seke fat per were, 

pat mi^te touche pat bodi pere, 

jjei weren hole as tite. 564 

J?e blinde hedde pere of him here 8i3t, 

woode of him heore wit fol ri3t, 

pa halt here limes hole Anon. 567 

Hit was now fat pider mi^te wiwne, 

what seknes bei were inne, 

Jjat J)ei were hole vehon. 670 

VERNON 



// Alle J>at wisten of fat cry, 

fei ronne fider hastifly, 

& ne drou it nowt to abyd. 561 

And alle f e sike fat f er were, 

fat my3tte touche f e body fere, 

fei were hoi als tyd. 564 

//fe blynde, of him hadden here sy^th; 
f e wode, here wyth hadde fol ry^th ; 
fe halte, here lymes lele. 567 

f er ne was non fat f ider myjte wynne, 
What syknesse fat fei were Inne, 
fat fei ne hadde here hele. 570 

LAUD 108 



// f e blynde come to her* sighf, 

f e crokede gonne to righte, 

fe lame to go ; 579 

fat doumbe wei* fonge speche, 

fei heriedf god, f e sof e leche, 

& f e halwe also. 582 

// f e day ^eode & drouh to nyght, 

No longer dwelle fei ne myghf, 

to chirche fei most* wencl. 585 

fe beUen begonne to rynge^ 

be clerkes forto singe, 

Euericfi in his ende. 588 

U fo f ei to f e chirche cam. 

Glad fei were eche of ham 

fat fer-inne were. 591 

be pope & femperour 

before f e anter of seint sauour 

sette fe bere. 594 

LAUD 463 



IF fe blynde come to hai-^ si^t, 

f e crokede gonne sone ri^t, 

f e lame for to go ; 579 

fat dombe were fenge speche, 

f e^ herede god, f e sof e leche. 

And fat hsdwe al-so. 582 

IF f e day 3ede, and droii3 to-ny3t, 

No lenger dwelle hy ne my3t. 

To cherche hy moste wende ; 585 

f e bellen hy gonne to rynge, 

be clerkes heje to synge, 

Euerich in his ende. 588 

IF f be cors to cherche com, 

Glad hy were euerichon, 

fat fer-ynne were. 591 

f e Pope and f e emperot^r. 

By-fore an auter of seint sauo?/;-, 

IF ]>er sette liy fp berr. 594 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. FEOPLK LEAVE MONET TO FOLLOW HIS BODY. 



(94) 



IT f ai bifou^tte/i hem in fis wyse, 

]?at folk* was ful of Coueitise, 

And tresore onon of sende, 1119 

And casten aboute siluer & golde, 

Take it vp who fat wolde, 

Largely to spende. 1122 

LAUD 622 



Nou3th for fan in euery strete 

)>e presse was swife grete, 

f ai mi3ttcn hem nou^thdefende; 1 125 

f ai leteu lygge fat tresoure, 

And foloweden fat confessoure 

fat day to fe ende. 1128 

LAUD 622 



The emp€?-oure, that stode f cr f oo, 
Sawe f e folke presyd ssoo ; 396 

Sylvyr in f e strete fey cast, 
To lete the folke fat com so Faot, 
Bot of sylver yaffe fey no force, 
Alle held hem Fast to se fat corce. 

COTTON 



At fe last witli trawayle borne hvt 
was 401 

To f e chyrche of seynt bonyfiace. 
whan yt was to f e chyrche I-brought, 
A ryche tombe fere was wrought. 
Of marbyll And of ryche stonys, 

COTTON 



IF whon f e Emperours sai f e wonder 

fei toke fe here & eode fer-vnd//r, 

-with the Pope^ helpande ; ero$$t o»«] 

tfor fei wolde be i-mad holi, 

f orwh beri?ige of fat bodi, 

fei toke fe here in hande. 576 

fei made sowen in fat cite 

gold & seluer gret plente ; 

and fat was for fis skil 579 

fat f e folk scholde hem w/t^-drawe, 

and fat auayled not worf an haiie, 

fei tok no tent f cr-tiL 582 

VERNON 



// Whan fe emperoor him say fat won- 

he ^ tok f e here & jide f er^vnder, [der, 

Wif f e pope he wende, p ms. hoi 

ffor he wolde ben mad holy 

bora be bering of fat body, 

he toK f e here in hande. 576 

// he let sowe in fe cyte 

Gold & sUuer gret plente, 

& fat was for fis skyl, 579 

ffor f e folk scholde hem wifdrawe ; 

bote fat a-vaiUede nat an hawe^ 

fey toke no tent fer-til. 582 

LAUD 108 



// Aboute fe bet* was mychel lyght*, 

wif fair pal it was betyghf, 

& wif clofes of golde. 597 

tforto honoui' fis holy man, 

of al fat lond folk* f ider cam, 

fat fayn wake wolde. 600 

// Alle seke fat fere were, 

As sone as fei turned f e here, 

hole fei were anon 603 

Of f e yuel fat fei hedde, 

If fei in f e nome bede 

of fis holy mon. 606 

LAUD 463 



A-boute f e here was moche li^t ; 

y^iih proude palle was be-dijt, 

I-beten al with golde. 597 

tfor to worschipe fis man, 

Al fat lond folk* f uder cam, 

fat cors by-wake wolde. 600 

IF Alle f e sike fat ber were. 

As sone as hy toucnede fe berc, 

Hoi hy were anon 603 

Of f e euel fat hy hadde, 

^if hy in f e name baddo 

Of fis holy man. 606 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. HE IS BURIED IN ST. BONIFACE 8 CHURCH. 



77 



(95) 



IT Ei^th at seint Bonefas chirche, 
To seint Alexi fai gonne wirche 
A riche monument : 1131 

Seuene dayes his frendes duelleden 
ffor his body fat lay on bere, Lf^® 
And 8i])ens horn ])ai went*. 1134 

LAUD 622 



His fader / his moder / & his wyf, 
Lyueden after in holy lijf* 
Trewely wif gode entenf. 1137 

And whan f ai dyeden alle fre, 
)>ai wenten wi]? solempnite 
To god omnipotenf. 1140 

LAUD 622 



Craffetyly, And for be nonce, 
of sylvyr And of golde coloure, 
They layd in fys Ryche tresowre. 
Sythen cam on to hys tombe 409 
Blynde And lame, dethe And 
dome, 

COTTON 



And other man many And iei^e : 
Thorowe grace of god Jey hadden heH. 
Be thys holy man men may ssee, 
That god lowyght wele pouerte ; 
he for soke thys worlde tdl bedene, 
And lowyd god, And yt ys sene 

COTTON 



)>ei priced en^ neer and neer^, 

forte come to fat bere 

fat fe cors lay Inne. 585 

f ei precede wif so gret fors 

pat ynne]>e vfith fQ holi cors, 

to chirche mi3te ^ei winne. 588 

IT whon fei come to f e chirche, 
A toumbe of gold fei lette worche 
of preciouse stones. 591 

In A schort tyme hit was diht, 
ful richeUche and Al arijt 
fei leide fer-m his bones. 594 

VERNON 



fei preceden euere ner & nerre, 

flforto comen to fe bere 

)jat fe corps lay Inne ; 585 

Jei preseden f erto wif gret fors, 

bat vnnebe wif fat holy cors 

To churcne my^te f ei wynne. 588 

// Whanne fei comen to J>e churche, 

A toumbe of gold he leten wurche 

WiJ) preciouse stones ; 591 

In seue dayes it was dyjth 

fful richeliche al a-ry^th, 

fei ley den fer-inne j>e bones. {\«tiwn 

LAUD 108 



U To chirche cof& ^ong* & olde, 

fat holy corps to beholde, 

fat f ider was .y.-brouglit. 609 

A wel gentyl marbelston. 

To louke inne his holy bon, 

Sone was y.-souglit 612 

fe thridde day was .y.-corae, 

So me dide f e londes wone. 

Men dide fe sermse. 615 

fedef cofijL more & lasse, 

fe pope self song* f e masse, 

wif-outen feyntise. 618 

LAUD i63 



IF To cherche come jonge & olde, 

fat holy cors to by-nolde 

fat fuder was y-brojt 609 

A wel gentel marbel ston. 

To louke in his holy bon, 

Sone was by-so^t. 612 

IF f e f ridde day was y-come, 

So it is f e londis wone, 

Me dude f e seruyse ; 615 

fuder come more and lasse, 

f e Pope self song fe masse. 

With herte wel blyfe. 618 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. A SWEET SMELL COMES OUT OP HIS CORPSE. 



(96) 
IT )>us ende & orde jee ban yhercJ, 
Of seint Alexi hou it ferd, 
wif outen any lesyng*. 1143 

LAUD 622 



In fe worschip of god in glorie, 
Out of latyn is drawen fis stone, 
forou^ mi^th of heuene kyng*. 1146 
alle Jwit habben yherd his vye, 

LAUD 622 



he for soke hys Fader, Moder, And 
wyffe, 417 



And lyvyd A pore manys lyfe ; 

No we is he in loye \tat last[et]he Aye. 



COTTON 



COTTON 



wbon \tat holi core was leid 

in fat toumbe fat wel was grei- 

fed, 
wif fill gret honour, 597 

To alle fat weren in fat place 
per com out, f orwh godes grace, 
a fol swete odour ; 600 

So swote felode f ei neuer non, 

as wyde as fei hedden goT^ 

of no spicerie. 603 

VBRNON 



Wan fat holy core was leyd 

In-to f e toumbe richeliche I-grey- 

fud 
Wif ful meche honour : 597 

To alle fat were in fat place 
f er com owt foru godes grace 
A ful swete odour. 600 

So swete ne smelde fei neuere non, 
Als so wyde as fey hadden gon, 
Of no spiserye. 603 

LAUD 108 



f fe masse was y.-do, 

f e pope & f emperour also, 

fe holy corps fei kiste. 621 

fei nome f o fe holy bon, 

& leide it in a marbelston, 

y-loke in a chiste. 624 

H Alle f ilk fat bei* were, 

heried god wif loude here, 

& crieden mercy, 627 

LAUD 463 



IT f f e masse was y-do, 

f e Pope and f e emiperour al-so, 

fat holy core by kiste. 621 

Hy nome f e holy man, [i«*f t7, b«rk] 

And leyde him in f e marbel ston, 

By-loke in one chiste. 624 

IF Alle f ulke fat f er wer«, 

Herede god with loude bere^ 

And cride him mercy, 627 

TRINITY 
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ST. ALEXIUS. GOD SAVE ALL WHo'VE HEARD THIS STORY ! 



79 



God brynge hem to fe compaignye 
pere Aungels ben wonyynge ; 1149 
And sende vs, lorde, fi mylde 
moo^; 

LAUD 622 



ffor J?orou3 fee spryngef al good 
wi fouten any endynge. 1152 

Amen, Amen, Amen. 



LAUD 622 



God bryng us fere pat best maye. 
Praye wee AH pat yt soo bee. 421 



OOTTON 



Amen, Amen, For cheryte, 
explicit sante alex. 

COTTON 



penne worschnpedew heo Alle wit^ o 

stenene, 
lesn, godu8 sone of heuene, 
and lus Modwr Marie. 606 

I«^ crist, forwh pe prci^ere 

of him pat we haue of told here, 

^if fi wille hit be, 609 

Grawnt vs alle god endyng, 

and in heuene a wonyng. 

AMEN par Charite. 612 

VERNON 



J?ei worchipeden him alle wif o 

stephne 
& bankeden lesu crist of heuene 
& his moder Marye. 606 

// Nou le^u crist boru pe preyer 
of )}at cors seint I tolde 30U her, 
^if fi wille it be, 609 

Graunte vs alle god endyng, 
And in heuene a wonying ! 
Amen, par charite. 612 

LAUD 108 



Of pe wonder bat he dide 

In pe selue holy stede, 

ffor loue of Alexij. 630 

II Beseke we jeme & ofte, D««f n8.bk] 

Ihesu ))at vs deore boughte, 

])at he vs grace sende. 633 

}»at we mote him seruy, 

An() for pe loue of Alexij, 

To his blisse wende. AMEN. 636 

LAUD 463 



Of pe wondres fat he dude 
)>o in ])at ilke holy stude, 
ffor loue of allexi. 



630 



IF By-seche we fanne, 3eme & ofte, 

Crist self fat vs dere bojte, 

fat his grace vs sende, 633 

fat we mote him seruy, 

And for f e loue of allexi, 

To his blesse wende. Amen. 636 

TRINITY 
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Hittfi Sol0m0tt'i5 Book of TObirom, 

A BOOK OF MORAL PRECEPTS AND PRACTICAL ADVICE 
• (Hnes 1—105), 

Ihken/rom the Ltmd MS, 622*« headleu ryw^ed Bible Story^ and foUowd by 
the end of that Story f an aooount of 

1. King SOLOHOK*B love of Lechery, p. 85, L 107 — 111. (For his Coronation, his 

Judgment on the Child claimd by 2 Mothers, and his Wisdom, &o., see p. 96-8) ; 

2. of his son Rehoboam, 1. 113 — 131 ; and the separation of the Khigdoms of 

Judah and Israel, 132—146 ; p. 85-86 ; 

8. legends of the prophet Elijah, 150 ; his raising the prophet Jonah' (the widow 
of Zarephath*s son, 1 Kings xvii. 17) to lile, 156-65 ; going to Horeb, 166-78; 
his choosing Blisha, 174-7; burning up king Ahasiah's messengers (2 Kings 
i. 10—12), 178 — 199 ; and going to heaven in a fiery horse and cart (2 Kings 
IL 11), 200— 213; p. 86-88; 

4. of Elibha, his porifyhig a weU with salt, 214—226 (2 Kings U. 19-22) ; and 
multiplying a poor woman*B oil, 226—233 (2 Kings iv. 1—3); p. 88; 

6. of Danul hi the lions* den, fed with Abacuo's food, 284—268 ; and of Apostles 
and Friars preaching Christianity, 264-7 ; p. 88-89; 

6. of the Bay of Boom, 268 ; and herehi, p. 89-90; 

7. of ANTiCHRifiT, 272 ; how he shall go into the Holy Land, 274 ; stay Bnooh and 

Eli, who have come to earth from Paradise to fight him, 292-6 ; and shall 
then himself be smitten to death by the Holy Qhost in the form of a sword. 

All in alternate fours and threes*, the latter rsrming. In the rsrmes the equiva- 
lence of final *|th* with <3t' is to be noted',— 1. 52, 51, 71-2 ; (but see 57-8, 7-8, 
19-24, 33-4, &c.), — and these forms and rymes : prep, mytte (with), wytte, 43-4 ; 
but 'myde*, iryde (ridden), 249-50; er^ fier)»e (fourth), 99-100; mesure, here, 
89-90; consaile (pM.), availe (<«(/'.)• 115-16 ; but conseil (oi^'.), Israel, 141-2; sei^e 
(3 pk perf, saw), d^e (inf die), 191-2; but 'sei3*, on hei^ (high), 201-2; pita 
(put, ? ifrf., imp., or fvi^*.), a Mite* (little), 225-6 ; ydytte {pp. of dihtan, see 254) 
' pytte * (pit), 241-2 ; vchone, fon, 262-8. The ie is right : folic, wrie (in/l)! 79-80 ; 
Elye, prophecie, 152-3, &c. The final e can hardly be allowd to ^ing (jobL) to 
match springe (inf.), 3-4 (see 59-60) ; cp. telle, wel, 55-6. Mowe, abou^ 27-8, 
seem to show the silence of y There are two * longe ' s probably of the same mean- 
ing ryming, 91-2. The lyming of 'ysed* (pp.) with <ded* (dead, pp.), 195-6; 
of ' sede * CP^r/l) with ' falshede *, 266, and the six * -ede ' words hi 267-272 (jirede 
among them) ; of <seide* with 'rede*, 179-180, shows that the Elisabethan and 
our ' sed * is not, as has been asserted, a mere late slurring of the broad 'said', tho* 
that form or spelling has won in the fight for the survival of the fittest. 

\ TluA Jonah wu the ion of the widow of Zarephath Is In the Ml<hraah Takjftt (a legendu^ Oominentary 



M the Old Ttefment, called Yalqat) tu the book Jonah, qooted from the Talmud 
A-Nenbaner. 

• A flnr Coon, ael8S,10S» 107. art bat three measnree; while a ffsw threes, •• tM and IM, are foon. 

• C^ H0O9Mt, Aht, rich, tTlSi with, knlth = wUu, knight, S7ao.-8keat. 



ADAM DAYT. 
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KINO SOLOMON'S BOOK OF WISDOM. 



Proem. 
Solomon's 
every word 
WM wisdom. 



I. Solomon'^ 
Book of 
Witdom. 
Henuuleft 
Book of 
Wisdom. 
I'll glre you 
piutofit. 



FeorofOod 
is wisdom's 
root. 



Help the 



Help I 
needy 



Don't flsrht 
strong and 
wrathM 



Cease not to 
work and 

flffllt lo SOf- 

taln tbe 
right. 



Don't be a 
JuMtioennlees 
you're fit for 



[Laud MS, 622, Zm/69, bacJc] 

SO mychel wisdom neu^ y-herd was f as kywg* salamoit 
cou)>e : 
Vche word wyf & wisdom was f pat com out* of liis moii]>e. 
pe kynde he couf e of vche beest* f & of vche quik* finff. 
And fe vertu of* vche herbe f ^t doJ> on erf e spr[i]nge ; 4 
And J)orou3 queintise in book* ywrite f J>e fende to ouer-come, 
))at ])ise clerkes ^utt* to ])is day f in priuete habbo]) some. 

A Book* he made of wisdom f J^orooj his owen )K)a)th ; 
Sum ich wil perot telle f for al no may I nou^th. 8 
Jje book* bigan in J>is manure f eu^ch wyf & wisdom, 
Euer wtt^ oure lord it is f & fro hym first* it com. 
Who schtilde fe rein-dropes telle f oiper J>e grauel i» pe Cee, 
Oiper pe dayes fat euere were f hot* jif it were he 1 12 

To doutew god almi3tty f of vche wisdom it is rote. 
On erfe & at* fine endyngday f of alld bales he is bote. 
3if fou louest* wisdom f look* fon ri3th lone f 
Ynbuxum ne be pon nou^th f to fern fat ben fe aboue. 16 
Helpe fe man fat nedeful is f be a3ei7is hym fat is vnmylde. 
Be f ou m^rciable to widewe f & to faderles childe. 
Ne hide noujth f i wisdom f ne wifseie nou3th fe rijth. 
A3ein stronge men & ireful f look* fat f ou ne fi3th* 20 

Answere fe pouere myldelich f to longe abid f ou noujth 
Forto twme a3ein to god i j}£ f ou be in synne brou3tlv 
// Ne bileue f ou nou3th to trauaile f oiper to def [e] fi3th, 
For lesvL cristes swete loue f to susteyne fe ri3th. 24 

Wif f e fole ne wone f ou nou3th f 3if f ou wilt* good lerue. 
pon wisse hym fat litel good can f fe vnwise teche 3erne. 
Ne wilne nou3th lustise to be f bof 3if f ou cunne & mowe. 
pe vnbuxum, chastise wif ri3th law3e f & make fe proude abouje. 
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KINO Solomon's book op wisdom. 83 

Jjeij J<m haue a .M. frendes f take on fat be good & priuee, h»v« i good 

pat fou mowe fi conseil telle f leaf fe opcr fallen fe. 30 

For summe ben at* ^i borde )>i frende f ac af ])i nede bihynde. 

Best* tr^sore is ])ine elde frende f fat men on erj>e may fywde ; An ©id Mend 

J)i trewe frende emforj) Jji-self* f >ou mi3th telle fi fourth ; 33 2SI!'***'' 

Michel solas he wil pe don f ^if pon art in baret* brou3tlL 

IT To Newfangel ne be ])ou noujth f lest pon finde vntrewe. 

))ine olde frenda )>at ])0u fonded haste f bileue pon for no newe. 

Fairs speche is [f ul] good pinff f it passe)) many fon, 37 Fair fpeech 

And makep many a good frend f & holde]) hoi many a bon. '^• 

Chese pe a witty hyne f & loue hyw with al J>i mi3th ; 

Of his Salerie wij^holde pon noojthf pat pon schalt hym wit^ 

ri3tlL 
))erwhile J)i sones jonge bej f pou, hem chastise & lere ; 41 23f^„'"* 
Wite fi doattrew with eye wel f pat J>ai haue of pe fere ; fS?&r mx. 

Selde )wa make hem fair semblaunt f J^erwhile fai be» J>e mytte j g^fdom tmUe 
Whan ]mi schollen ywedded be f take hem a man of wytte. 44 dl^hun. 
// Honoure fader & moder f pat pe in-to ])is werlde broi^th ; Honour your 
pe pyne pat f i moder had f haue it mychel in foujtL mother. 

Who so honotiref fader & moder f pe lenger he worJ>e alyue ; 
His hous & al his erf lich ping f pe better schal yfriue. 48 
To pe seke gladlich pon go f fan doostou as f e kynde. 
In eu€rych dede fat pon doost* f fine endynge haue in mynde. 
^ He chide noujth wif no foule speker f with riche ne plede P^'^fP ^ 

fOUnO^t*; richmen 

For oft* fe rijth, forouj gret^ mede f is in-to wrong* y-brou3th. 52 Th^ mu. 

Mid a f ole, of bi bing* f ne make bou non In mone. Don't shiire 

Wif a Man fat fool-hardy is f ne goo f ou nou3th alone. ^^ • ^^* 

To fool ne to non vncouf man f fi conseil [f ou] ne telle^ [ooi. t] 

For fe fool, hot* his foly f nof ivig* ne louef weL 56 

Ne biholde no faire wymmen f fat fai ne chaunge fi fou3f ; 

K*e loue no womman wit^ fine hert* f fat sche ne gile fe noujf; 2S*wiS!lli 

Ne biholde noujth in f e strcte f aboute fram'f ing* to f ing*. SLkJ'oi** 

Jif a lif ^ man dof fe vnrijth f ne haue fe;*of no likyng*. 60 

Dele f i frendes & pouare men f f i good by f i daye ; m^/Hlv 

Ne bileue it noujth to ofer men f lest fai fe bitraye. uvil*^*" 
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Waretevwrnt 
•ndLedMry. 



84 KING Solomon's book of wisdom. 

Don't havt Ne delito pe nou^th to gete cliildren 1 many & vnmylde, 

cuudrm. ffQj ^utji j,^ ^^j.^ better f to deye wij>outen childe, 64 

IT Amended is al a cuntre f wip a Man ])at is wys. 
And for a Uper man i mychel enpaired I-wia 
A riche werk" of dronkelew man f selde is yfounde. 
For Tau^me & leccherie i many man brings]) to grounds 68 

Kmp yoar Noifer J>i frende ne pi foo f ne telle pan pi prhiet© ; . 

joanM, Yot bof hs be J>e better frentl f jif he wot* any yuel by pe 

pat pon ne most pe more hym bowje f jif pan misseist hym oo^l^ 
pat yuel ])at he wot« by pe 1 he nyli it hele noujth. 72 

B2>»w«Toar Vndemyme J>i frencl f ^if pou. seest hym mysdo ; 

nnSJ h?f' 3if lie is a fool or fi foo f ne do pou nou^th sa 

• ^*^ Richo jif tes & pre8ent3 f maken ])ise luges blynde, 

pat fai cunnow yse fe rijth i pe wrong* sone pel fynde. 76 

// wisdom yheled, litel is worJ> f oijjer treu^ ihy«f ; 
Bot* bofe fai wexen Bwipe f jif fai ben y-kyd. 

Show Grood is, wisdom to schewe f & to hely folie ; 

Hid* tolly. For j^ fool ne can hele no])ing* f bot^ he if out* wrie ; 80 

His herf is as a vessel f pat bo))ome ne ha^ non ; 
Whan any fing* ferinne comef f it gof out* onon. 

H^to know j^ fool, men mowen wel yknowe i for oft* he gof aboute 

li^S!!^?^ WttA erandes to many hous f & off he stant witAoute, 84 
And go)) to a windows stillelich f & soff loke^ ^er-inne, 
Oiper herkne]) J^erafc what men f seien ^ere wi])inne, 
Sone & lovde he wil lije f whan he herej foly telle i 87 

A wise man wolde aschamed be f ^f Bwich a cas hym bifelle. 
Yche word pat af his mou])e schal come, schal be by mesore ; 
Hym is lo]) to telle myche f ac leue myche to here. 90 

3uf ))re wisdoms leme of me f ne penche nou^th to longe ; 
Be nou^th sory for no los i ne aftier no])ing* longer 98 

Kamelich pat J^ounemijthnoujthhaue f nenou3th^erf6Ten6care. 
Ke al ))at ))ou heresf, ne leue pau. noujth i ^if ])ou wilt wel fare. 

Th« ffood of An yntaujf childe his fader sclent more f ))an ]»ei hem aelue don ; 
J)e man pat techef his childifen wel i sore sawef his fon. 96 

s tiringt on J^re binges on erbe be]) i pat men mowen noujth y-knowe ; 

Mtrth no nira ___ 

can know. Whiche hij ben, I schal 30U telle f boje to heije & lowe ; 



rop- 

p«r« and liar. 
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KINO Solomon's book of wisdom, il RsnoBOAM. 85 

J)e fissches weie i;* fe Cee f )?e snakea weie on erfe, 

And )>e foules waie in )>e sky t pe werst is ])e fier])e ; 100 Th« 4th and 

pat is, childes waie in his joufe f jif it h&f his wille. hiiJii^ 

For many a foule waie it will goo f & selde sitf stille. 

))i8 boob made Salamon f of bise wisdoms & more : praf 70] snd of 

'' Solomon's 

To mychel he loued leccherie f for al his wise lore, 104 ^2S<2b 

Seuenty wyues in spoosehode f he helde al his lyf*, h« had ?• 

And fve hundrej) in leccherie f pat non ferof was his wyft SbSS! 
FourtTf wyntren he was kyng i & died in Je fourtide jere. 
Telle men mittten bat he wer* saf* f tif leccherie nere. 108 hi« lechery 

^ ' ^ nwy hnve 

Fourc hundrej) 3er A seuentene f it was }k) he died, & mo, ^»xaxA him. 
})at ^ folk* of Israel f out* of Egipte gnnnen go. 



A' 



fOw kyng* Salomons deb i Hohoam his sone ii- Q^ 



»eon 



"Was of )>at londe kyng* ymade i as it was fe wone. 112 jjjj*^ 

Jjat folk* cried on hym a day f J)at he a-legge soholde IJlS? *" "* 
J)e S6ruage Jot his fader he/n made f Jje better se/nie hym fai when hi* 

Jjerfore wtt^ alle his olde men f fe kyng* went to conseile : 115 

J)ai radden hyw mylde forto be f fe more it wolde hym availe. 

He eleped forJ> his 3onge folk* f as he hym self" was, i>« foiiowd 

& axed whe)>er f e reed was goodi f fai seiden fat it nas ; JSJiwJ 

Bat* ^ be ]>on steme & dredeful f & )>an wil j>ai ben good ; 119 

Ne schaltou hem neuere good holde f bot* wit^ steme mood." 

^ be kyng* bis oonseil loued wel 5 his boy^demen he lete fecche. and toidhia 

•* ^ ' bondmen 

" Wene ^e for my feder was wys f \at ich wil be a wreoche. 

In be left* fynser bat ich hane f strengbe bere is more 123 that hi* mi 

' .; o / ot t llnffer should 

J)an was in al my fader schulder f for al his wise lore thimhii" 

Jif he jou bronjth in seruage f to more I wil jon drawe. SSSidlr 

Wene 30 ^ij ich be jong* f fat ich ne confe 30U lawe % " io^il?'^ 
))is folk* crieden jeme & wepen i sore f ai hem draddf ; 
Ac for noting* fai mijtten do f o\er word fai nudd. 128 

O fai weren from hym ywent f gret conseil J>ai token. so the 10 

J)e ten kyndes of Israel f for kyng* fai hym forsoken, \^^!Sm 

Andmadehemanewekyng<f ne stode hem of hym non "SSLboam), 

®1® > and left 

ffor J>ere ne lened wif hym f bot fe kyndes tweie, 132 ^i^'s^IXa, 
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81 KIKQ SOLOMON'S BOOK OF WISDOM. 

DonthaTt Ne delito J>e nou^th to gete children f many & vnmylde, 
cbudren. ffor 3ut* J>e wew better f to deye wij>oute7i childe. 64 

IT Amended is al a cuntre f wi]» a Man f&t is wys. 

And for a hper man f mychel enpaired I-wia 
ILduSSlnr* A riche werk* of dronkelew man f selde is yfounde. 

For Taueme & leccherie i many man bnnge]) to grouTtde 68 
Keepjoar Noifer fi frende ne fi foo f ne telle Jwm Ji prhiete ; . 
youTMif. Fof i^ti he be fe better frentl f jif he wof any yuel by ]>o 

pat poM ne most ])e more hym bow3e f jif ))aa misseist hym ou^ 

pat yuel J>at he wot« by fe 1 he nyll it hele nou3th. 72 

Ryprovevour Vndemyme fi frenti f ^if fou seest hym mysdo ; 
unieM h?r 3if li© is a fool or fi foo i ne do fou noujth so. 
% tooL Bicho jif tes & present3 f maken fise luges blynde, 

))at )>ai cunnen yse ))e ri^th f ))e wrong* sone^ ))ai fynde. 76 

// wisdom yheled, litel is worJ> f oijer treu]) ihy«f ; 

Bot* bofe fai wexen swi^ f jif ))ai ben y-kyd. 
Show Grood is, wisdom to schewe f & to hely folie : 

wisdom. ' ^ # 

Hid* fouy. For J)e fool ne can hele nofing^ i bof he if out" wrie ; 80 

His hert* is as a vessel f ])at bo))ome ne ha)) non i 
Whan any fing* ferinne comej) f it gof ouf onon. 

H^to iHjow A fool, men mowen wel yknowe f for off he gof aboute 

LwA?Sr WttA erandes to many hous f & off he stant witAoute, 84 

*** "** ' And gof to a windowe stillelich f & soff loke]> ))6r>inn6, 
Oiper herkne]) J^erat what men i seien J^ere wi))inne, 
Sone & lovde he wil lije f whan he herej) foly telle i 87 

A wise man wolde aschamed be f jif Bwich a cas hym bifelle. 
Yche wor() pat af his mou])e schal come, schal be by mesure ; 
Hym is lo)> to telle myche f ac leue myche to here. 90 

s wiadomi, ^xxV ^16 wisdoms Isme of me f ne ])enche noujth to longe ; 

Be noujth sory for no los f ne after noping longe^ 92 

Namelich pat J^ounemijth noujth haue f ne noujth ])erf ore necaie. 
Ke al ])at ))ou heresf , ne leue pau. noujth f jif ))ou wilt wel fare. 

The mod of An vntaujf childe his fader schent more f ])an ])ei hem selue don ; 
J)e man pat techef his children wel f sore sawef his fon. 96 

s things on Jjre binges on erbe bef f J>at men mowen noujth y-knowe ; 

Mtrth no roftn 

cuikiioir. Whiche hij ben, I schal jou telle f bofe to heije & lowe; 
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KING S0L0M0N*8 BOOK OP WISDOM. H. EBaOBOAH. 85 

J)e fissches weie in ))e Cee f )?e snakes weie on erfe, 

And )>e foules waie in J^e sky t pe werst is pe ^erpe : 100 The 4th and 

ikii is, childea waie in his joufe f jif it haf his wille. hiif li^ 

For many a foule waie it will goo f & selde sitt* stille. 

bis book* made Salamon f of bise wisdoms Ss more : praf 70] End of 

To mychel he loued leccherie i for al his wise lore, 104 2?/*^ ^^ 

Seoenty wyues in spousehode f he helde al his lyf*, He had to 

And ^re hundrej) in leccherie f pat non f erof w«9 his wyft soooon- 

Fourfcy wyntren he was kyng f A died in f e fourtide jere. 

Telle men miitten pat he wer« saf« f iif leccherie nere. 108 His lechery 

^ ' ^ nmy huve 

Fourc hundrej) jer & seuentene f it was J>o he died, & mo, **""»<* wm. 
J)at fe folk* of Israel f out* of Egipte gannen go. 

Afifter kyng* Salomons deb *. Roboam his sone ii- of 

"Was of pat londe kyng* ymade *. as it was pe wone. 112 S?M*n**" 
, J)at folk* cried on hym a day f )>at he a-legge scholde SlK? *" **** 
J)e samage Jot his fader hem made f ])e bett^ Beine hym fai when his 

)9erfore wtt^ alle his olde men f ])e kyng* went to conseile : 115 

psd radden hym mylde forto be f pe more it wolde hym availe. 

He eleped forj) his 3onge folk* 1 as he hym self" was, }»• foiiowd 

& axed wheper pe reed was good f f ai seiden fat it nas ; JSJuS 

Bof ^ be ]>on steme & dredeful f & pan wil )>ai ben good ; 119 

Ne schaltou hem neuere good holde f hot* with steme mood." 

IT be kyng* bis oonseil loued wel 1 his bo?wiemen he lete fecche. and toidhia 

•* ^ ' bondmen 

" Wene je for my fader was wys f fat ich wil be a wreoche. 

In be left* fynger bat ich hane f strengbe bere is more 123 that hu mi 

' ./ o / o# # llnffer should 

J)an was in al my fader schulder f f or al his wise lore litimhla*' 

Jif he jou broii3th in seruage f to more I wil jou drawe. SS^idlr 

Wene je ))ei} ich be jong* f fat ich ne coufe jou lawe 1 " ioSlT'^ 

pis folk* crieden jeme & wepen f sore f ai hem dradd ; 
Ac for nof ing* fai mijtten do f oper word fai nadd. 128 

O fai weren from hym ywent 1 grct conseil f ai token. so the lo 
pe ten kyndes of Israel f for kyng* fai hym forsoken, Jjjjjj^ **<*• 
And made hem a newe kyng* f ne stode hem of hym non (jS5*o«m), 

®1® * and left 

ffor fere ne lened wif hym f hot fe kyndes tweie, 132 S^'s^If^ 



V 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



86 



KINO SOLOMON 8 BOOK OP WISDOM. lU. ELUAH» 



ftnd sloned 

hianiM- 

■engers 

(Adoiiinim, 

1 Kinffs xii. 

18). 



Jtroboam't 
kinicdum of 
10 tribes is 
oOldUniaL 



Konumom 
•undaloue. 



m. Of 

XUdaA. 



He dwelt la 
the desert 
for fear of 
King Aliab; 
and a mreu 
fed him 
(1 Kinffi 
ZTiL). 



Bended to 
Ufethe 
widow of 
Zerephelh'e 
■on, 

who was 
afterwards 
the prophet 
J<mah, and 
was sent to 
preach 
against 
Niniveh. 



ElUab was 
40 days at 
Horeb with- 
out food 



Bot ])e kynde of BeniamTn f & pQ kynde of ludas ; 

Alle fe kyndes of pe oper ten i i^eins hjm fast was. 

J?e kjnff sent messagers to hemf & gret doel to hym he 

nom; 
Wi]) stones ])ai slowjen his messag&rs f pat to hem from hym 

com. 136 

Af[ter ])ai maden leroboam kjng f wel he gan hem paie ; 
And enere pe kyngdom departed is )uf to J^is daye. 
Jje kyngdom of j)e tweie kyndes i ludee ydeped is ; 
))erinne oure lord was ybore f in Bethleem iwis. 140 

pe kyngdom of fo ten kyndes f ycleped is isroel ; 
pere ini3th Roboam fe kyng* f acuisy fole conseiL 
Ofte eye & pride, harme doe]» f pere men mijth yse ; 
So liche a man in londe nis f }at mowe al-one be ; 144 

So riche a kyng* in fe werlde nys f pat pouia beggw he ner«, 
ffor al pe richesse pat he ha)) f 3if vche man his fo wero. 

IT bifel in isroel f by fe kyngesday, swiche a cas : 
pere was a wise prophete f Elye ycleped he was. 148 
In wildemesse he woned 1 pe good p7*ophete Elye, 
ffor pe kyng< awaited hym to sle f for his prophecie. 
A morewen & an euen a Kauen i perQ com vche a day, 
And brou3th pe prophete mete f in wildemesse pere he lay. 152 
Sipen as oure lords hym hete f to a toon he wende, 
And sei} a widewe gadre wood f onon to hir he kende. . 
perQ he woned longe wi]) hire f a day per id ^ cas 
pat pe widewe son died f he was yhote lonas ;y ^ 156 

£lie arered hym f ram de]) to lyue i ])orouj goddes sonde ; 
And Bipen he was a prophete f pe wisest* in pe londe. 
ffor wel longe afterward f onre lord bad Jonas gon 
To pe Cite of Niniue f pat schulde haue ben fordon 160 

ffor synne pat ])ai hadden ydon f lonas was adradd, 
Ac forto prechen ^ider he ^ede f as oure lord hym bad. 
// To fe hil of Oreb 5 Ely redy wende 

pei'e Moyses in pe brennyng* ))ome f oure lorde kende : 164 
ffourty dayes he was )>iderward i pat he ne ete ne dronk* 
As it goddes will: was f he had mychel pouk^. 
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KiHO Solomon's book of wisdom, hi. Elijah. 87 

pere oure lorde spak* wif hyni i & hete hym good lyf lede, 
And wende 0301^ to Israel i & no]7i/2g* ne drede. 168 

" // A Man pat hatte Elisee f by fe waie J)Ou schalf fynde ; goa bade 
pou schalt* hym take forf wif fe f fat he ne leue bihywde." wuh uin!!* 
£lie }e prophete we/tt for]? f til he i7i-to desert cam. 171 

He fonde Elyse gon on J>e pleyn f wttA hym forf he hym nam Ther go to 
To J>e londe of* israeP f fai nadden of fe kywg* now eye. '•'"^ 

Ellse fonde ano])6r prophete f & ]7ider ])ai wente;i beie. 
Jjo lay fe kywg* sore seek* f & fo it was hym ysed, 5*2^^"***' 

£lye tolde his messagers f pat he schulde be ded. 1 76 

He hete his men wende after hym f pat fai sparen ne scholde ) *"<> •••j^* »»»« 
He wende, ^if he mi3th hym haue hadd f pat he hym hele wolde. ^^ [*gj 
J^ei wenten for)> & comen to Elye f " goddes man " ])ai seide : 
" J)e kyng* hete pe come & speke wit^ hym f jif f ou coufest hym 
lede." 180 

lie seide " jif ich am goddes man f I. bid god al-one, At EHjaii'i 

^ ^ «^ word, 

pat wilde fire come fram heuen adoun f & brerme 30U 
vchone." 
Amyd bis word onon f fire fram heuen com, fire from 

heaven burna 

And brent p\ae men al to dusf f fere was an hard dom. 184 Jjiif*" ^ 
Sore alonged was pe kyng* f after hym ylome ; 

Tueie he sent of oJ>er men f J>o f ai nou3[th] ne come. Twice, otiw 

pax seiden as pe oper deden f j>o J>ai Elye seie ; thuVbllli! "" 

And as pe oJ)er fai weren serued f ibrou^th on lijth leie. 188 11)5***^ *' 
)k) ])ai ne comen noujth i^ein f pe kyng* ]70U3th longe, 
And leto sende after hym f wise me?^ & stronge. 
// 3eme fai crieden mercie i )>o f ai Elye sei3e : 
*' Haue mercy on pe kyng* f or elles he schal di3e." ] 92 

J)erof* seide Elye i " Siker he may be. 
Ac, forto paye his corage f ich wil hym ones see." 
Elye went* forf to pe kyng* f & seide he schulde be ded ; At i»^Eiu*h 

And sone he died ferafter-ward f as he had ysed. 196 toJuiu*'*' 

Elie & Elisee in pe londe 1 wide aboute went*, hSiU.*"'* 

For to tellen of prophecie i as oure lord« hem sent*. 
As pva precheden goddes lawe f from heuen pere ali3th 
A fyry hors & a cart* f — boje j>ai weren wel bri3th ; — 200 
1 MSiisrk*. 
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88 KINO Solomon's book of wisdom, iy. slisha« ▼• daniel. 

Kiuah KOM Elye feriime went i J)at hore hym dronj vp on heij 201 

}UJ!^^|J2j^ In fe carf to henen i J)at men nenar eft* hym ne seij. 

•■^ // Ri^tli to henen ne s^ge ich noujth f fat he encr come, 

SlJe'to WHM ^^^ ^® schal haue fleschlich lyf f forto i^eins fe day of dome. 

oil*D^iSf"* W® ^^^ nonjth bof of two Men i fat hennee alyne went, 205 

^^' Enok« & Elye f as god hem after sent*. 

BnodTiS* ^P^ t^ wonen in paradys f & bo)»e Jai schnllen ali}!^ 

Jf J;i>2/d A^eins ))e day of dome f & wij> antecrisf fijth. 208 

gat kiiid. Anticrist hem schal bo)>e sle f & mfpen ftd schnllen wende 

To pe blisse of henen 1 & wonen fere wi^nten ende. 
Jtor*^ 'M.-^O Ely in Jis fair cart* f to henen was yla<J, »!• Df w, *k.3 
Bu$ka, I 1 Elisee his felawe f was sory, & nonjth glacl. 212 

ftbtdVdifai my ^® '®^® *^ ^^^ ^ prophecie f in ^ londe of lerioo : 
j«rioiK>» ^^ jj^^ jj^ f onde a lijer welle f J)at many man dnde wo, 

flTor it wolde wex & sprede f wide & brode ilome, 

Ke mijth J>e erpe here no fruyt i fere fe water come. 216 

and caret ti pe prophete blissed salt* i & iafe watere cast* ; 
(?*«*!'** ^ lijwhede fat )>mnne was f mijth no leng^re lasl^ ; 
IL iB-n). jij ]y{^jj^ p^ \yQQff watere 1 fat euer mijth ben ; 

Al )>at it come]) nei) f fe bettere schal ])een. 220 

mh^uT th« ^^^ ^^ miracle fat men Jk) say f fat white salt* had ydo, 
Jjjjto^ Whan fe preest makef haliwatcr f salt* he dof ferto. 

^ Womman cried on Elisee f as sche hym mette, sumw 
& seide, men took* al hir good 1 for hire hosebonde dette, 
& fat sche nadd nomore good f hot* Oile alite. 225 
BUAamnitt. Elisce bad hire take ferof 5 & in vche vessel it pite 

5*«lIiJ w. J^* ®^^® ^^^^ ^ ^ ^^"^ ^^^ • * ^^ ^^® ^^^^ y^^ J^**> 

■hif ^p^ Euarich vessel was fill f of good oyle Iwis. 228 

Mdiive. ))is womman had fer foronj f ynonj of al good 
£forto jelde her dettes f & to hire lynes food. 
If bifel fat men of Babiloyne i weren of lifer bileue : 
}>ai honoureden a &ls god f a morewe & ek* an eue. 232 

1 Wise prophete was in fat londef fat hijthDanyeL vswy*!. 
/% He com & told fe kyng* ' fore f his men bileneden nojf weL 
JL A^ine me power oner hem f & ich hem wil bringe of dawe.' 
]>an seide fe kyng* to hym i *^fat were no wise lawe." 236 
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KING Solomon's book of wisdom, v. danieu ti. doomsday. 89 

j>at folk» Jk) J«d harden fis f fe kyng« fai comen to : THe Babv- 

*' Jiue V8 " ])ai seiden " Danyel f oure wiH wM hym to do, S u*ii?kii'S 

Oijw we schullen Je sle f er we hennes gon." 

pe kyng* was of hem soie adrad f & grauntecl hem onon. 240 

Onon fai token Danyel po i & casten hym in-to a pytte, iSiT\ Ilf"* 

pere seuen hungri lyonns weren f Jereinne att ydytte, hungry Uvm. 

ffor ])ai hym strangli scholden f ac ^i deden hym non harme ; 

Bot* whan bat he was sett* adoun f bai leneden in^to his banne. timHoim 

K an on 



£ 



Man Jwre was fat hi^th Abacucf in-to J>e felde he went*,* [^'®''» 
Repmen forto here metef sone he hym ])ider sent*. * 



pe Aongel hym bad abide f & to Danyel it herd. 247 i*^^^ ^. 
Sone he seide * he nolde ' f & jaf" hym lijth ansueie. ^^^«^ *'=»^ 

be aungel took* hym by be top 1 & bare hym forb her myde, — so n angei 
Hym had ben bettere to haue ygo f Jan so fer to haue iiyde, — jfv2"i^Slei 
& so hym he bare to Danyel f & fo he com hym to, 251 SlJ^ClJ 

He 2af hym be mete bat he bare f & lete Abacuc go« ^^^^ 

))o Danyel had 8eueni3th i ibe in ])e dep pytt*, 
pe kyng* loked to his lyouns f & lete hem yndytt*. 254 

IT Alyue he fond Danyel f gref wonder he hadde. 
WiJ gret* ioye he took* hym yp f & to his fon hym lad. The King 

pe men fat broojtten hym fere f he lete nyme fast*, den**^**** 

And euarych after ofere f amonge )>e lyou7is cast*. 258 fo^SaJTiIl*' 

Sone hadden fe Lyouns i f oiswelewed hem vchone ; 
And so ouie loide eo^r among* i takef wieche of his fon. 
paposileB, forto f ai weren yslawe f precheden cnstendom ; Tho ApotUta 

And many man after hem f good prechour bycom. 262 prti?,'now 

And now Jdse freres don also f prechen aboute ylome, SS^d!***^ 

ffor of prechyng* it worpe nede f er fe day of doma 

E first signe per o^einB i as oure lord hy?n-self sede, vi. r*T 

DHungere schal on erfe be f treccherie & falshede, 266 f^JSj^jJ** 
Batailes & litel loue i sekenesse & haterede ; 
^ fe erfe schal quaken f fat vche man schal drede ; 
pe mone schal tume to blood f ]e sunne to derbhede ; 
Antecrisf schal on erfe gon f & prechen his li, er hede. yn. ofAutt' 



He schal go bot* in fe holy londe f fere oure lord 3ede, He siuii 



Into the 



A his deeiples in-to al fe werlde i his yuel wordes wil bede. ^'^^ <»>jr- 



Sdlj 
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90 EUfQ Solomon's book of wisdom, til antiohbist. 

HtemM As pBi speken, pai schullen do i miracles grete & ryae ; 
^'^^SSf ^^ ^^ ^^ fynde noujth fai mowe i arere pe ded to lyue. 274 
***^ Bot* in-to cursed gostes f fendes wille]^ go, 

£foTto bere hem witnesse f of al ^t he sei^ hem to. 
wjjedjjAt J)i8e grete derkes & wise f ajein hjm schullet) speke, 
■und 'em. flforto holden vp cristendom J fat men it noujth ne breke. 278 
tiCudSki ^^ many of J>ise f olee siggen f in her hastite, 
tSuf wS£!^ Jjot derkes schullen fordo fiB werld f bof so schal it nojf be, 
Bof pe fals clergie f pat antecrisf schal of prache ; 281 

& fele pat in godenesse schulden be f llper he wil hem teche. 
Ac so wys clerk* ne wor]> per non f pat ne schal haue to don ynoo) 
£forto disputen i^eins hym i ^{3 he haue pe wou^. 
Antichritt Many men schullen tume f to yuel, men may drede, 285 

shall turn "^ ^ -^ ^ * 

many to erU. ff^y qq q^^ n^^^ ^Miy ge f to li^, stcdf sst hede. 

Oure lord let* hym on erfe gon f for pat he wil fonde 

Whiche men of stedfastnesse be]) f & cristendom vnderstonde. 
En^h and Tucic men ben in paradys f Enok* & £lye ; 289 

|)ai ne suffireden neuer dep f as we han seid twie. 
shall ooma Ajeins pQ day of dome f }>ai schullen on etpe al^th, 
ATtiSriS?^ And her eiper after oper i ajeins Antecrist fi^th. 
and ba aiain. AnticHsf hem schal bofe sle f & fele Men willen petioie 293 

Tume to her bileue f & make her soules forlora. 
The H0I7 , Atte last schal come be holi gosf f in fourme of swerd alFil^t^. 

Ghoft ahaU r O L J? » 

^JJj^**- & Anticrisf to dej> smyte f )K)rou) his swete mijt. 296 
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St 3txmu*% u Cokms htUxt ©00m»ba?[. 



WITH 



LAMENTACIO ANIMARUM, 

WHAT OUR LORD SHALL DO AND SAT ON THAT DOOMSDAY; AND A BONO 
OF JOT AND BLISS, TO PRAISB THAT 8WBBT DEW, CHRIST. 



(See other englislit copies of these *15 Tokens' attributed to St. 
Jerome, in my Early English Poems (Philolog. Soc. 1862), p. 7-12, and 
p. 162-4 (from Metrical HomHies, ed. Small, before publication); my 
Hymns to the Virgin and Christ (E. E. T. S., 1867), p. 118-125; 
Dr Morris's 'Hampole's Prieke of Conscience' (Philolog. Soc.), p. 135, 
1. 4738, &C, and Cursor Mundi (E. E. T. Soc.), p. 1282-1298, Part IV, 
and p. 1616*18 (from the Edinburgh MS), in the Appendix, Part Y; 
Mr T. Wright's Chester Plays (copid by Geo. Bellin in 1592), vol iL 
147-9; and in the same vol, p. 219-21 (from Harl MS. 913, ab. 
1309 A.D.), and p. 222-4 (from HarL 2265); Mr Small's Northern 
* Metrical Homilies\ p. 25-6, given also in Morris and Skeat's Speci- 
mens qf Early English^ 1298 — 1393, p. 83-5; Sir David Lyndesay's 
Monarehcy book iv, L 5462 (in Skeat's Specimens, 1394-1579, p. 254-6), 
&Cy ACf &C. Old Friesic has a version of these 15 Tokens, says Mr 
Skeat: see Eichtofen, Friesische RecJitsguellen, p. 130. Mr Small says 
that 'no copy of the original is to be found in the Benedictine edition of 
Jerome's Works ' ; and Mr Wright states that ' others say they are first 
f onnd in the Prognosticon futuri sectdi of Julianus Pomerius, a theologian, 
who died in the year 690 '.) 

The Song that follows the Signs here, has pretty bits and good 
words in it. 
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92 ST. JEBBMIBS 16 TOKENS BBFORB DOOMSDAT. 



[Laud MS. 622, leqf 70, hack, col. 2.] 

IT ffiflene toknes. IT leremie. 

«t. Jerome's /^ Eiwt leremie telle]) in liis boot f of xv. tokenyng* 
^^ \)at god wil a^ei;zs domesdai f here on erfe bring* : 

riJi 4o*ftet. ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ f^ ^^ schal arise f & as a wal stonde, 

Wei hei3er by .xl feet* f fan any hil in Jjis londe, 4 

1. It nearly pat of er dai, it schal so lowe alijf i pat vnnef e men schni it se ; 

I. all flah Allfl be fissches be brid day f abouen be water schnfl be, 

turu up and ' r r *f r ' 

<^* & 80 reuly a cri ^iuen f pat att men schnllen haue fere ; 

4. water pe fierce day, water schal brenne f as pei^ it coles were ; 8 

5. trees pe V**. day, schal euerych tre f blede dropes of blood ; 

6. ca^ Pe yj^. day, schnfi castels & honses fali f afi pat ener stood ; 
7. 8. etonea J)e vij**. day, stones schnH fijtf f pe viij . fe erj?e quake^ 

9. hills pe ix* day, aH hilles spreden abrod i & elpe werld euen make ; 

10. men mn he X. day, men schul renne aboote f as bai wode were, 13 

like mad, for ' «'» r -> 

fear. ^g wilde bestes holes to seche f to hide hem inne for fere, 

II. dead // Jje xj. day, bones of ded men f arisen schoH & vprijf stonde ; 
It. stars J^e xij dai, as )>ei3 it steren weren f fram henen to pe londe ; 16 
IS. an die. pe xi\j. dai, vche q^ak fing* schal dye f pe xii^. fire al^, 
burS^ And brenne al pe middelenJ f so crist it wil d^f ; 

15. four pe XY. dai, schoUen .iiij. Au/igels comen f a .iiig. half mydlerde, 
Wow. & blowen f orouj-ont al pe werlde f pat vche man schal be aferd ; 

Christ shall ffor in bilk* ace he schal arise i bat god was inne ded, 21 

arise with his r "ft r O > 

earthly body, Qf litel more pen .xxx**. wyntre/i i as ich jou habbe iseJ, 

IT Lamentaoio aninzajrum. 

[This is the Head line in the MS, tho' there is no break in 
the story^l 

'^Wip ))ilk* body )>at he had! here f he ne schal so litel misse 
As pe les!^ her of his body f I sigge 30a Iwisse* (? kafTi] 24 
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Oarelorclschalcome&smyteadoanf a8lijttyng*do))togtaan^y »nd ^^ 
pere pat he to heuen sti3e i w*t^ his bledyng* wounde.^ llw"***'" 

A^ Aungel schal pQ spere & J)e nails i & ]>e crovne of ]>om, i^ul^u 
& J>e rood fat he died on i with hjm bringe afom, 38 SS^ a?."'' 



In be vale of losephat f his dom he wil do : The Doom 

' '^ ' thallbeheld 

J)e best* man schal sore agrise f pat schal come jwrto. jr"ehS»^lph«i' 

Len«^ had his owen moder f in helle pyne to be, 

Al pe while pQ dom jlasf f pern her sones face to see. 32 

Alias ! hou schcdi: we pan ouercome f ])ilk' griselich feie, 

Whan vche seint schal aferde be i oure lord crist to see fere! 

OVre lord wil schewe his bitter wouwdes f And Sigge, "Man ! JJjf'jI^J'J" 
forfe, 35 "'' 

Look* what ich haue ysuffredf what hastowsuflBredfor me?" 
Mest he wil y^eratowde bere i be vij. merciful dedes : don« th« 7 

Who pat haf hem here ydo f as he with his mouJ> sede, M«<5r. 

pe hungri forto fede f & schride pQ clo])le8, 
Of te goo to sek* men f & herberewe fe housles, 40 

))e dede forto buiy, i pe bounden to vnbynde, 
pax pat piae on evpe loueden i pere hq schullen it fynde. Sm*''*^ 

OVre lord wil to pa llper sigge f as we reden in gospelle, The camd 
" Je cursed goetes, goj f in-to pa pyne of helle 1 " 44 SJ^°**^^ 
Pa deuelen willen comd jemend f & speten fire & blast*, 
& taken )>e wrecched soulen f & in-to pyne hem cast*. 

OVre lord wil to good men sigge i "in my rijth honde je come, ^iiTiftai 
And afonge)) my fador riche i pat a^eins jow is ynome, ^^^^ 
))at to jou was ymaked i bifore Je werldes biginnyttg* ; Wns*"^* 
Pera je schnllen be in ioye wttA me f wif-outen any endyng*." 
In pis book* we finde ywrite f pat pre manere folk* schal saued be, Maiden,^ 
Maidenhod & spousehod f & widewehode : piaa Jwe. 52 Jj'jj'ji^**** 

Ich bid hym pat vs deme schal f kyng* of afi kynge, 
Among* his blissed sones i oure soules to henen biynge. Amen. 







ASongnf 
Jog that that 



fT ioye & blisse is my 8ong< f care to bileue, 
& to herie hym among* f pat al oure sorouj schal reue. 4 SS^mS" 
Ycome he is, Jot swete dew. f pat swete hony drope, 
> MS. woudS 
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94 A BONO OF JOT FOR CHRISfS COMING. 

letuif kynge of alle kynges f to whom is al cure hope. 8 

Bicome he is oure bro])0r f whara was he so longo ; 
HeboofhtM. He it is, & now oper f fat boujth vs so stronge. 12 

himBrouwr. OuM hroper we mowe hjm clepe wel i so seij) hym-self 
ilome, 
& so ne mijtten ^ neu«r adel f pat bifore vs come. 16 

He took oar He nas ouTd brober nouath f er he oor^ flesch nome : 

fleth.toiiiAke r ? 9 

jjioMwith ])erwij) he ha]) vs dera aboujth f to maken vs ysome. 20 

ysome nere we noo^th bifore i Aungels & ouie kynde, 
£r swete learn were ybore i ]>at to selde is in mynde. 24 

// Bot* now he ha]) onre flesch ynome f & oure bro])er is ; 
Oure kynde is wel hei3e ycome f among* o\er^ Iwis ; 28 

ffoT he is oure kynde heixf f saue his godhede^ 
& al aboue his throne next* f so hei^e is manhede. 32 

Angels trt Aungel no worb hym nouit* so neial for he is oure brober 

notsonMr ^ ^ » ^ ^ y » 

himuw« noujth, 

& \a\, oure kynde is ek* so heije f he ha^ vs dere aboajth. 36 
Aungels he ne boujth nou^th 5 we ben hym wel neer ; 
Whan he ha]) vs so dere bou3th \ wel oujtten we to louen hym 
here. 40 

Angrii m Ne aungel nys nabemo f bof his messagere, ciMfTi, eoi. t] 

only hit mM- ^ ^ w -o » 

Md?h? ^^^ mi^th it ])an go f to be his bro^r heret 44 

ii*iji hSyto. ^ ^ heuen \9X schullen also f whan fat we ben Jere, 

Oure hestes & oure will do f as f ai oure hynen were, 48 

And to oure heste semen vs f to foot* & to honde, 
Oure owen mowe we holden hem f as ich vnderstonde ; 52 
wel mowe we ))an glade be \ to habbe suich an hyne. 
& si))f e we mowe here isee f as we ise]) atte fyne, 56 

w« an high- )>at we ben al^ kynde hei^est* f wi]>-oute god al-one, 
«3(o«ptGod. And in heuen also hym next* f among* his aungels vchone. 60 

And 9^ yjX now late comen f si]) oure lorde ali^th, 
Bi«M«d bt And oure flesch hab here ynomen f yheried be his mi^th I 64 

hb might t I ni ^ ? 

))ilk* ^t tofome vs come 1 whan \kl ])e de]) founde, 
Befora at. au ))an were ])ai onon yeast f in-to heUe grounds. 68 

Col'*" Kere he neuer so holy ne so good \ ^re nas non forbore; 

And so hem longed sore 1 after oure lorde ferfore. 72 
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// })e proplietes faX weien so good f & so holy alle, Tbt pro^httM 

pat of oun loide vnderstoden i & what schulde bi-fali, 76 

Hij wisten J>at he schulde come f ac hij nysten whanne ; 78 

pe tyme hem ^oujf long* ynou) f vche ynche hem po\i}V a spa^me. thoi«ht it 

pB,\ gradden after hym oft f in her prophecie, 82 ciuUomm. 

And in pe bokes ])cit ]>ai writen 1 pat he schulde dye : 84 

" Grod jeue," quop on of hew f " pat heuen broste atwo^ on« nnjd 

pat he mijth ali3th adoun f & vs sauen so." 88 ^*f '{l,^''^ 

Sumdel hem longed J>o f whan J>ai nolden abide, ^^' ^ ■*'• 

pat heuen deue soft* a two i to saue vche side. 92 Bat tho' tb«j 

^ wtoht the 

Ac it schulde al to brest f & ouro lorde falle adoune, ^^^" ^ 

Mi^th )Mii hym haue yhenf f fast* by pe crovne. 96 

Ac he ne heijed noujth so swij^ 5 hot* com soff adoun ; 98 

pel wolde hym narew) hab y-hent* f ac he held hem per doun. 

Parde, jit* ne com he noujth f ne were hem neu^ so wo ; 102 ^''^'^g^JJ 

pel hadden pe grotinde of helle isoujth f er he com hetn to. 104 

SeiTit Dauid after his anoie f after hym grad j^us : !)•▼» orM 

*' Loidy in heuen to vs abowje i & alijth to vs ! 108 

Schewe vs ))ine holy face f & we wor))e hool onon." 

Hym longed ek* after his face i pe holy Symeon, 112 g?*Sj2* 

And all blis hym was bynome f & oft* he gradd perfote : 

" Lorde, whan wiltou come f & wilt? ben ybore ? 116 

Wene je ich may dure i wene je ich may see ?" 

Her mone was doel to see ' pere gamed hem no gle. 120 

// Ac hym ne greued noujth f ajeins oper bifore, 

ffor he nas noujth to de)) ibroujth f er god were ibore, 124 

Ac lined forto he hym sei; f & in his armes nome. And &amm 

^ ^ ^ Uvdtotake 

|>o he on Candelmesday f to pe temple come. 128 chriain by 

Lorde, wel may vs be f bet* Jan hem was f o, How wtu for 

paX ne mijtten nower fle f lorde, what hem was wo. 132 

pere oure lorde seide i ))o he was ybore, 

J>at we mijtten ben ful glade f ouer ofer pat weren bifore. 136 ^*JJj**» 
pe prophetes wilned hym forto see f & many kynges also, "Si^SS" 

pat we isen jif it mijth be f ac hij ne mijtten it noujth do. in "Sfiuo^ 
// we mowen now as it were i for nomth, to heuen come, 142 that we ro«]r 
Sippen oore lord it had iboi^th f & pe fendes power bynome. ^ nooght* 
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A SONG OF JOT FOR 0HRIST^8 OOXINCL 



■InMChrM 
hM bought 
liforusl 



Th«j1ongd 
fi>r Him tlU 
tliejr were 
weary. 



■nd then that 
■weetbalra 
took oar 
nature, to 
fell the fiend. 
God ffraiit us 
a place in 
beaveul 



Ac ))ai pat suich grace ne hadden f fa% tofote vs oome, 146 

After oxae lorde y&i graddeH i in pe prophecie ylome ; 148 

Alter fajm pni gradden i wip greif wille & longe ; 

No mendemeiif ])ai ne seie f bot* giet* pyne & 8tn)nge ; 152 

So longe pat ]>ai wery weien i & leten be al stiller 

And he[r] gredyng* forbere/i f & tumeden to goddes wille ; 156 

£for ^ai ne seijen non oper won f ])ou} hem (ou)tten loi^e ; 

Oure lorde lete her will ago i er he wolde flesch c^fonge. 160 

And Jyo J)ai weren wery ynoa3 f as who seij) for sore, 

Yche of he77» to resf dron^ i & speken of hym nomore, 164 

pat swete bame oure kynde took* i bo)>e of flesche & felle. 

In whiche he dyed on rood f pe fendes strengpe to felle. 168 

))orou3 whiche preciouse de]) f god vs grant pat grace 

pat we mowe after oure dap f in heue^i haue a place. Amen. 172 



AdontJah 
tries to be 
king in 
David's 
lifetime 
(1 KiHff$ i. 
6-10;. 



But 

Bathsheba 
appeals to 
David on 
Solomoo'g 
belialf 
(1 Kinfft U 
U~fl). 



SOLOMON'S CORONATION, DEEDS, AND JUDGMENT 

ON THE TWO MOTHERS' CLAIM TO ONE CHILD. 

HIS COURT Aim TEMPLE. 

[In order to complete the Life of Solomon, of which his Book 

of Wisdom, &c., form part, I add the MS. bit that comes before 

the Book, The passage about his birth is too far back to be 

taken* I 

[Laud MS. 622, leaf 69, eol 1.] 

IT po Dattid in elde was f his eldest son was alyue. 

Adonye ydeped he was i with Salamon he gan striae* 

Aboute he was kyng« to be f by his fader daye. 

Gret* f este he made on a day i pat folk? to paye. 4* 

He ne bad nowgth ]>ider Salamon 5 ne his moder ^e qicene ; 

Jjerfore sche was wM hym wrof f for wy?nmen bef oft^ kene» 

" Sir," sche seide to Dauid f " off ))ou swore me, 

J)at my son Salamon i schulde be kyng* after fe. 8* 

Now hap Adonye i]>ou}th to be kyng* hi fi lyue ; 

Ss idfter Ji day to sle my son f for ])ai ne ben by on wyne," 
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* Solomon's coronation, marri.vgb, and judgmbnI". 97 

PE kyng« lete somony iJl his men : a fesf he made sone, [col «] gj^w hm 

And lete coroone Salamow i & sette hywi in his throne. ^J^l;^^^ 

By his lyue he made hym kyng f & bigan to prechi fast* '*~^^' 
fforto sustene vp goddes lawje f J)tfr-while his lif ylasf ; 
)Xit he bulde for|) goddes hous in lerosalems huigh), 
pat fe lawjes better weren f ysustened J)orouj & forouj. 16* 

Dauid was kyng* fourty wyntren f in werre & in strife ; thSmh yew 

And in fe fourtide jer f in pes he ended his lyf. a ^^.X 

fftere his fader, Salamon f slonj his brojer Adonye fitoi<lioii 

In J>e first jer, & aH fat with hym weren 5 to hym he ,Y^jy»^»^ 

made howeye, 20* *^>» 

& he wex fai]7ful man & wis f ]>at folk* better to wisse, 

pQ kynges doujttera of Egipte f he wedded in gret blisse. fitfj^'if* 

pe grete fiwges forto don i he destred^ goddes g?-ace, SSlfiJllr 

fforto arere goddes temple i in on ftdie place, 24* iii.^')"'* 

And aboute lerewalem f treble wal arere. p?<to»ired] 
pat to his bihof)>e & vche riche kyng* f fe court arered were, 
His sacrifise he dude to god f & gan to hym crie : 

** Lorde ! " he seide, " to jong icham f to haue suich maistrie* gjj Y™y* *** 

Teche me, jif pi wille be f wel my folk* to wisse, 29* JJ'^j!;;;;, 

And to knowe god & yuel f fat I perof ne mysse." uu <►-».. 
Ouie lord hym graunted f inges f re f to haue maistri ouer 

his foy 

To habbe worldes richesse ynouj f & wisdo?n ynouj ferto. (i ««v» «». 

T bifel fat two wymmen f in on In, a nijth were j 33* ^ho**,\^" 

Eifer had a jong* childe f bofe of on jere. ^^^ '••' 



I 



pat It by 



In hire slep fat o womman f her owen childe ouerlay, wotiMr 

And sibfe leide it by her felawe f & hir child nom away. 36* wd uwic uer 

'' " *' living babe 

JX) f e womman awook* f & vnde^af fis gile, •'"»y- 

3eme f ai striueden & chid * for f e quik* child a long* while. Ti^y »trovo, 

ftnd mme 

pat on seide, f e quyk* childe was hire i pat of er seide it nas. g^^^^j,. 

Bofe fei comen bifore fe kyng* i & tolden al her cas. 40* 

^' j>o fe kyng* ne mi^th vnder3ete f whefer had f e rijth, 

** Take hider,** he seide, " my swerd f & euen, I wil it dijth ; h« orjord 

Cleuen ich wil, jif ich can f f e quyk* childe a two. & tadw?*^ 

Ss taken eif er of jou fe haluendel f whan je nyllen ofer do." 

ADAM DAVY 7 
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Solomon's judgment, household, wall^ and templb. 



The fHiM 

mother 

aKreed; 

the ferae one 
gnve up ber 
chUd. 

To her, 
Solomon 
atUudfpd tha 

Folk wonderd 
at hit 
wifldom. 



The weekly 
food for 
Solomon'* 
household 
(1 Kinff$ iv. 



His triple 
wall roond 
Jerusalem. 



His Temple. 



HI* Court. 



" Je, sir," seide Je fals qti^ne 5 " crisf if jelde fe ; 45' 

So J)ou mi3th best legge strif f fan mowe we euen be.** 
•** Nay, sir," seide J)e rijth moder f " mercy, fat do fou noujth ! 
Take hire raf er euench del i J>at it ne be to de|> ybroujth." 
" Je, good womman," J^e kyng* seide f " take fat child to fe ; 
ffor poM hasf pe rijth weye f & J>e o\>ere pe falste." 

Michel wonder hadde?} al fat folk* * fat herden of f is strif, 
pat fe kyng* fourth swich wisdom f in his )ong* lyf*. 52* 
Men douteden ferafber-ward hyw fe more i for f ilk cas. 
Qood pais fere was in hil londe f fer while he kyng* was. 
Yche weke he spended in his hous f zxx. quarters of whete. 
And an hundref fatte wef ers f & xxx. Oxen grete, 56* 

Wifouten venison & of er f ing* f fat he h^d by deinte : 
In fe werlde was non so riche couif i ne of so gret plente. 
He arered treble wal f swif e fair & strong* 
Aboute f e buighj of Iert<«alem f swife fedr & long*. 60* 

\>e fierfe ^er of his regne f he gan his temple arere, 
& in fe elleuenfe ^er was it f er it redy were. 
f)o bigan he arere his court* f swife noble & hende ; 
Xiij. jer fer-aboute he was f er it were broujth to ende. 64* 

[For what follows^ see p. 82, above. The Book of Wisdom 
may be compard with the ABC, and How the Good 
Wife and Good Man taught their Daughter and Son, in 
my Baheea Book, Q, Elizahethea Achademy, &c., and 
with Mr Lumby's Ratis Raving, &c, &c.] 
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NOTEa 



p. 17. The version of Alexius in Barbour's great collection of Saints' 
Lives in the unique MS.Gg. 2. 6, in the University Library, Cambridge^ 
I leave for Mr Bradshaw's long-projected edition of that book. The 
Durham version, Canon Greenwell kindly tells me, '' agrees in the main 
with Laud MS. 108 and Vernon MS. (p. 20 above), as you will see 
from the part I have transcribed. The Life is contained in a MS. V. 
ii, 14, fol. 92 recto, Cosin's Library, together with The destruction of 
Thebes, Gato in verse (St Alexius), Life of St Margaret, Life of St Mary 
Magdalene in prose. It is written not-vorse fashion," 

IJita Sancti Alexi Confessoris 

Sitteth stille with outen stryf. 

And j wille tellen yow of the lyf. 

Of an holy man i 3 

Alexywys was his name. 

to seme god thoght him no shame. 

therof neu^re he ne blan. 6 

^ His fader was a gret lordyng. 

Of rome a kynges eueny ng. 

And bight Eufemyan f 9 

Pore men to clothe and f eede. 

In alrome that ryche stede. 

Suche ne was thor nan. 12 

^ Enereche day weren in his halle. 
Tleyde thre hordes for to calle. 



Pore men forto f eede 5 


15 


Hem to seme he was ful glade. 




He did as Illu crist hym bade. 




He hopede therfore to haue his meete. 


18 


^ Whan the! weren serued by and by. 




Than was he redy. 




to gone to his mete f 


21 


ffor the loue of godes sone. 




With men of relygyone 




Wolde he sytte and ete. 


24 
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^ Hys wyf hight dame Aglaes. 

To sey the sothe with oaten lea. 

that moche was to preyse f 27 

Bat she did the same manor. 

As dyd hir lord as ye myght here. 

she was noght at eee. 30 

^ Children by twene hem hadde thei none. 

Therof to god thei made her mono. 

bothe day and nyght 5 33 

I&u cryst he herde her bone. 

And sent hem a ful goode sone. 

her hertes for to lyght« 36 

^ Sone as he was borne that blesqrd childe. 

Alix bothe meke and mylde. 

And of maneres hende i 39 

Sone after with gret haste. 

Thei avowed bothe hem chaste. 

to her lynes ende. 42 

Prof. Schipper of Vienna has just publisht a critical edition of 
what he considers the oldest English version of the Alexias, that from 
the Vernon and Laud 108 (p. 20 above), with collations from the Naples 
qaarto M&, formerly a 4 n 6—12, A. 47, later XIII. B. 29 (a.d. 1467), 
of which Mr David Laing gave the following specimen in BeUquia 
AnUqucB (1843), il 64-5 :— 

P. 80—86. Of Seint Alex of Rome 

Sitteth still withoaten [sjtrife 

Tcche wolle yon telle the life 

Of an holi man : 

Alex was his right[e] name ; 

To servy Grod he tboajt no schame, 

Ther of never he ne blan 

His father was a grete lordly ng, 
Of Rome a kyng[e8] evenyng. 
And hight Sur Eu&myan : 
Pore men to clothe and fede, 
In al Rom, that riche stede, 
Sache ne was ther nan. 

ExpUcU vita SancH AUob, 

In all, 618 lines, or 103 stanzas of six lines each. 

p. 89, 1. 245. Abactic and hi$ top. The Apocrypha version of this 
story {Bel and the Dragon^ verse 33-4) makes Habbacnc a prophet in 
Jary; and says^ that after Daniel had eaten his pottage and bread, 
''the angel of the Lord set Habbacnc in his own place again 
immediately.** 
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Aforn, 93/28, prep, in front| before. 
Aga8t» L. L 27/170^ iufj. astonisht, 

afraid. 
Agloes (moUier of St Alexias), 22 ; 

her lamentation over her son, 68. 
Agrise, 98/30, v. be afraid ; agros, L, 

iii. 29/143 ; T. 29/148, v. pt, t was 

frigfatend, tremblcL A.S. agriitm. 



Ak, L. L 47/588, conj. bat 

Akneo, L. iil 57/384, adv. on their 
luiees. 

Alegge» 85/113, 
A. 8. alecgan, 
allege. 



V. lighten, 

See Wedgwood, $. 



Alesed, L. 
renownd. 



i. 49/651, pp. praisd, 



Im the ^. Alexim referenoes, L. 1. stands for Laud MS. 622 ; L. ii. for Land 108 ; 
L. iii for Land 463. C. is for Cotton, Titus. A uvi ; V. for the Temon MS. ; 
and T. for the Trinity (Oxford) 67. 20/67 means page 20, line 67. 

A, L. 20/57, op; awook, awoke. 
Abod, y. 68/464, v, pt, t. endnrd, 

liTd nntil. A.S. abidan, 
Aboi^ 82/28, «. bow down, A.S. 

abogan, 
Abomth, HI 20j pp. bought, redeemed. 

A. 8. abycgan, 
Ac, L. iii. 27/107; T. 27/107, «wy. but 
Aoesse, L. L 68/1041, «. stop, put an 

end to, make to cease. 
Aonrsjr, 86/142, v. curse, 
Adel, 94/16, adv. a bit» in the leasts at, 

alL 
Adradd, 86/16l,iJ»i9. afraid, frightend. 
A-Feiyd, G. 68/282, j^. afraid. 
Aifter, G. 47/227, prep, according to ; 

afifter me, according to my wilL 
Affye, L. i. 27/178, v. trust Fr. t^ffier. 
Afli3th, L^ i. 62/948, pp. afflicted, 

uneasy, disturbd. 
Afong^ L. iii. 24/44 ; Tnderfonge, T. 

24/44, V. take, receive. O. L. Ger. 
fangan; afonge^, 93/48, imper. 

receive. 



Albxiub, St, his family, 20, 21 ; his 
birth and christening, 24 ; his edu- 
cation, 25 ; his father chooses him 
a wife, 26 ; he is marrid, 27 ; 
takes fiEurewell of his wife, 29 ; starts 
off on a pilgrimage, 31 ; arrives at 
Oalys, 32 ; goes to Syria, 33 ; gives 
away all his clothes and money, 34 ; 
his friends send to seek for him, 35 ; 
the messengers do not know him, 
39 ; is pointed out by the image of 
the Vii^i^n, 42 ; is honourd by the 
Syrians, 44; flees to Galicia, 45; 
sets sail to Tkirsus, but is driven to 
Rome, 46 ; asks his father for alms, 
49 ; is receivd into his father's houses 
51 ; ill-treated by his father's ser- 
vants, 53 ; writes his life, 54 ; a 
voice from heaven speaks about 
him, 57 ; his death is foretold, 58 ; 
his death, 59 ; his father questiond 
about him, 60 ; he will not give up 
his book to the Emperor, 63 ; gives 
it up to the Pope, 64 ; his life read 
to the people^ 65; burid at the 
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Church of Si Boniface, 74 ; mira- 
cles workt by bis corpse, 75. 

Aleye, C. 26/64, t, friend, alliance. 

Alite, $. 88/225, a little. 

Ali^t, 90/295, a4j. burning, flaming. 

Ali^t, 92/5, «. aettle down, sink. 
A. 8. alihtan. 

Alijth, 87/199, v. jpt, t. came down. 
A.8. alihtan. 

Aknesse, L. ii. 83/99 ; Almus, Y. 33/99, 
s. alms. A. 8. almeae. 

Almost, L. iii. 74/562, adv. almoet, 
nearly. 

Alonged, 87/1^5, pp. longing, anxious. 

Aire, y. 41/186 ; Allures, L. U. 41/186 ; 
AlJ»er, 94/57, gen, pi of all. 

Amended, 84/65,^. assisted, benefited. 

Among, 93/4 (in the Song), adv. con- 
stantly 7 (generally ' at interrals.*) 

AmonguS) Y. 33/100, prep, amongst 

Amorwe, T. 42/271, adv. in the 
morning. 

Anan, L. L 60/391, adv. presently. 

Ani)th, L. L 24/129, adv. in the night, 
at night 

Ankre, L. i. 39/420, $. anchorite. 

Annys, The city of, 33 ; The image of 
the Viigin at, 34. 

Anoie, 95/105, «. trouble. 

AntichriBt, p. 89, 90; shall go only 
into the Holy Land, 89/271 ; shall 
turn many to evil, 90/285 ; shall 
slay Enoch and Elijah, and be 
killd by the Holy Ghost, 90/289— 
296. 

Apertely, L. !. 55/776, adv. plainly. 

Apli^th, L. i. 48/613, adv. completely, 
quite. 

Aquited, L. I. 31/248, v.pt. t. paid. 

ArchadiuB and Honorius, the Em- 
perors of Rome, enquire about 
Alexius, p. 60 ; try to get Alexius's 
book from his coipee, 63. 

Are, V. 32/84, adv. before, ere. 
Arere, 97/22, v. rear, raise, build. 

A. 8. araran. 
Ame, C. 68/356, v. pr. t. are. 
Asaye, C. 66/337, v. attempt 



A-slawe, T. 31/165 ; T-dawe, L. «L 

31/165, /)»/». slain. 
Astond, L. ill 37/234; Astonde, T. 

37/234,/;^. upstood, landed, settled ; 

Astonde, L. iii. 45/288; T. iii 

45/288, V. i^f. land. 
AswoM, T. 29/141 ; Yswowe, L. iii. 

29/141, a€f;. in a -swoon, fainting. 

A. 8. iwcgan. 
At Arst, L. ii. 22/20 ; first Atentss 

indeed.~Ck>le^i Diet 
Atayse, L. ii. 23/30, at ease. 
Atende, L. iii 64/441, vh.pi. t. lighted 

up ; tendeHy to kindle, light, bum. 
Atom, y. 86/128, adv. at home. , 
Atterliche, L. iii. 29/148, adv. bitterly. 
A^e, T. 26/88 ; A^efai, L. iii. t^l^adv. 

again, back. 
Autore, 15/139, $. altar. 

Aujte, L. iU. 72/545 ; O^te, T. 72/54!^ 

V. pt.. t. ought 
Au^tte, L. i. 80/228, s. poesession. 
Auenture, L. i. 73/1085, «. fortune. 
Avoweden, L. i. 24/122 ; Auouwede, L. 

ii. 24/41 ; y. 24/41, v.pt. t. vowd. 

Fr. avauer, 
Awey, T. 73/547, intery. alas. 
Awreke, 14/104, avengd. A.S. 

fvrecan, 
Axen, L. i. 36/362, v. enquire, hear of. 
Axste, T. 68/491, v. pt. t. askt 
Ayre, 0. 38/148. $. hair cloth. 
Ay^, L. L 26/157, one^ each. 
A^eins, L. I 21/73, adv. agahist 
Ajeins, 92/2, prep, before; 93/48, for, 

in readiness for. A.S. ongean. 
Ajeinward, 12119, adv. back, in return. 

Bachelors, L. 121/80, $. pi, young 

warriors^ squires. Lat baewUau* 

reus. 
Bad, L. ii. 48/297, v.pt. t. beggd« 
Bale, L. iii. 29/140, $. sorrow, trouble. 
Barayne, L. i 22/97, atfj, ohlldleH. 

O. Ft. haraigne. 
Baret^ 83/34, «. quarrel, contest O. 

Fr. harat. 
Barme, L '. 34/300, $. breast, bosom. 

A.8. hearm. 
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Barne, 96/165, «. oKild. Soot haim. 
Bede, L. Hi. 23/28; T. 23/28, v.j^t. t, 

beggd, prayd. A. 8. hidan. 
Bede, 14/118, v. pt. t. bade. A.S. 

heodam, 
Bedeman, L. i. 49/658, «. beadsman, 

one who offerd np prayers for the 

welfare of another. 
Bedene, 0. 77/415, adv. at onoe, 

completely. 
Bedeyee, 0. 41/186, 9. pi. prayers, 

beads. 
Beere, V. 74/557 ; Bere, L. i. 74/1096, 

«. bier. 
Beie,a<&*. 87/174, both. . 
Belde, V. 26/49 ; L. 11 26/49, v. 

increase in size and strength, to 

fumiah out ; ct oar * man of laige 
• buUd.' 
Bellewarde, L^ ill. 41/267; Belward, 

T. 41/267, bell-ringer. 
Bern, T. 64/440 ; Beom, L. iii. 64/440, 

«. beam. 
Berd, L. iii. 51/318, #. beard. 
Bere, L. iii. 29/129, «. iroioe^ words. 

A. 8. (ge)><»rtf. 
Beryng 15/185, «. birthday, nativity. 
Beshoppys, G. 26/62, «. pi, bishops. 

A.8. Htcopf from Lat epucopus, 
Besshope, C. 60/289, i. bishop. 
Bete, L. Ui. 29/135 ; T. 29/135, v, 

amend, abate, atone for. A.S. 

hetan, 
Beteche, L. iii. 31/178 ; Byteche, v. 

pr. t, betake to, commit to. 
Betyght, L. ill. 76/596, pp. deokt, 

envelopt. A. 8. Htyhtan, 

Bey^, L. iii. 63/438 ; Beij, T. 63/433, 
V. pt, t. bowd. A.S. began, 

Bi, 96/9, prep, bi \>i lyue =« during 
thy life, whilst thou art alive. 

Bid, 93/53, v, pr, t, pray. 

Biddeth, 14/112, v, imp. pray, offer. 

A.a bidden, 
Bien, 14/104, v. to be. A.S. bean. 
Bifalle, 16/154, r. happen, come to 

pasii 
Bigile, L. L 47/589 «. deceive, cheat 



BihofJ^e, 97/28, $. benefit 

Bihynde, 88/81, adv. behind, hanging 
back, and so false. 

Bilaue, L. i. W/21 ; Bileue, 83/62, v. 
cease, leave off. 

Bileue, 14/100, v. remain, stay. A. 8. 
bil€rfan, 

BUeue, 88/231, «. belief, religion. 

Bileued, L. L 85/325, pp, left, remain- 
ing. 

Birth of 8t Alexius, 24. 

Bisou3th, L. L 32/262, v. pt. t, be- 
sought. 

Bitake, L. i. 23/113, v. give, be- 
queath. See Beteohe above. 

Bitau^tte, L.i 38/286, v.pt, t, betook, 
committed to, commended. 

Bi)jou3ten, L. i. 76/1117, r. pt, t. be- 
thought, thought. A.8. bithinean, 

Bitook, 15/187, v. pt. t. took. A.8. 
bitaea/i. 

Bitraye, 83/62, v. betray. 

Blan, L. ii. 20/6 ; Blon, V. 20/6, t>. pt. 
t, ceast A. 8. blinnan. 

Blast, 93/45, «. wind. 

Blede, L. iii. 22/27 ; T. 22/27, #. lit 
blood, hence family, children, 

Blee, 15/140, s, colour. 

Bleyss, C. 71/370, s. bliss, heaven. 

Blin, V. 60/889 ; Blyn, L. ii. 60/880, 
V. stop. 

Blissed, 88/217, v.pt. t. blessed. 

Blynne, L. i. 35/348, v, cease. 

Bo, L. iiL 38/235, a^, both. 

Boke, L. i. 25/133, g. learning, school. 

Bon, 83/38, «. bone. 

Bone, 12/49, «. prayer, request O. 
Icel. b6n. 

Boniface, St Alexius married at the 
Church o^ 27. St Alexius buried 
at, 74. 

Boost, L. i. 64/976, t. noise, dis- 
turbance. 

Borde, 83/31, «. table. A.S. bard, 
Ooth. bavrd, "Boorde, tabula^ 
mensa." — Prompt. Parv. 

Bordes, L. ii. 21/14 ; Bordus, Y. 21/14, 
s. pi. tables. 
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Bore, 12/46, pp. born. 
Boredes, C. 22/15, tables. A.S. hard, 
Borgh, T. 32/181 : Bour, L. iii. 32/ 
181 ; Burhg, L. iii. 21/13, 9, town. 
A.S. hnrg^ burh. 
Bote, L. ii. 23/28 ; But, V. 23/28, 

eonj. unless, except. 
Bote, L. i. 75/1109, *. help, relief. 
Bo)7ome, 84/81, #. bottom. 
Boun, V. 38/136, adj, ready, prepared. 
Boure, L. i. 60/888, $. chamber. 
Boweye, 97/20, v. bow down, become 

subject. 
Bow^ 84/71, V, bow to, give way to. 
Brak, L. iii. 29/127 ; r. pt, t. brake ; 
he broke off. Brak^r, T. 29/127, it 
brpke up. (?) 
Brede, T. 29/128, bride. 
Breech, L. i. 63/731, *. breeches. 
Brennyng, 86/164, r. pr. t, burning. 
Breyde, L. I 37/396, r. pt. t. to 
breyde » pulid asunder (? not tore 
in pieces). 
Broht, L. iii. 62/329, «. See Bro|y. 
Broste, 95/86, v. burst A.S. bergtan. 
BroJ», V. 62/310, #. BroJ> of fissches, 
water in which fishes had been 
boiled. 
Bryght, 0. 29/88, #. bright one, (?) 

bride. 
Bulde, 97/14, v. build. A.S. hyldan. 
Burgh^, 97/14, *. city. 
Buste, L. iii. 63/331, tr. pt, t, burst, 
broke his skin, or bustled, hustled, 
(burst, T.). 
By, 84/70, prep, against. 
By, 96/8, adv, before. 
By, 97/6 ; L. i. 73/1090, prep, daring, 
in ; by his lyue = during his life- 
time. 
By, L. L 37/881, v. be. A.S. heon. 
Byffell, 0. 20/4, v, pt t, happend. 
Bynome, 96/143, pp. taken away. 
Bysmare, L. i. 71/1064, #. disgrace^ 

outrage. 
Byt, C. 27/70, eonJ. but 
By-wake, T. 76/600, v, watch by. 
Bywent, L. i. 27/171, v. pt, t, became. 



Candelmesday, 95/128, «. Candlemas 

Day, Feb. 2, the Purification of the 

so-calld Virgin Mary. 
Catel, L. i. 46/576, s. goods, property, 

chattels. O. Fr. eatel, Lat eapitale. 
Gee, L. i. 31/244, «. the sea. 
Celli, V. 34/104, $, (selly L. !i.) 

blessed object, relic A.S. $aliy 

beatus. 
Cenatoure, L. i. 20/65, ». a senator. 
Cette, C. 26/58, s. city. 
Chalenged, L. i. 60/880, v. pt. U 

questiond, chargd. 
Chanse, they leuyd, 0. 24/36, (f) a 

miswriting for ' chaste they livede.' 
Chapman, L. ii. 32/82, $. merchant 

A.S. eeapman, 
Chaunoeler, L. i. 64/968, 9. ohanoeinor, 
Chere, 11/12, $. countenance. 
Cheryte, C. 41/182, «. charity, alms. 

Ches, 15/148, «. pt. t. chose. A.a 
eeo$ian, 

Cheste, Y. 61/401, s. strife, quarreUing. 

Chide, 83/61, v. imper. argue, quarreL 

Chiroheward, L. i. 82/258, adv, to- 
wards the church. 

Cidatounes, L. L 38/397, «. pi. • 
sort of cloak, made of ddatoun or 
siglaton, a rich kind of stuff brought 
from the East. See Halliwell, «. r. 
Cyolas. 

Clepe, 94/18, r. call A.S. eleopian. 

Cl4)ed, L. iii. 20/8; Y-depud, T. 20/8^ 
pp. named, oalld. A.S. eleopian. 

Clers, L. i. 21/79, iufj. bright, shining. 

Clethe, C. 60/244, t. clothes. 

Cleue, 96/92, v. cleave^ open. 

Cioopf L. i. 61/923, s. clothing. 

Clonics, 93/39, My, naked. 

Clyppe, L. L 68/1044, v. embraofl^ 
clasp. 

Colde, L. i. 37/380, coldness, want of 
heat of youth. 

Con, V. 32/84, v. pt. t. knew. A-S. 
cunnan. 

Conseile, L. i. 27/168, «, oonndl, 

councillors. 
Conuey, 14/101, v. conduct, gutda. 
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Goppe, C. 27/75, 9, cap. 
Corage, 87/194, t, spirit 
Coroe, G. 76/400, $, corpse. 
OoTonation of Solomon, 97. 
Ooroone, 97/2, i^. crown ; lete coroone 

a> cansd to be crownd. 
Cors, V. 63/420; Corps, L. ii. 63/420, 

$, corpse, body. Fr. ears, Lat 

corjnii. 

Coulee, 82/1, v,pt, t, knew, understood. 

A.S. eunnanf pt,tio oude, 
Cristendom, L. iii. 24/44; T. 24/44, #. 

baptism. 
Cristenmesse, 13/70, «. Christmas. 
. Cristiente, 12/48 ; Cristianete, 18/82, 

i, Christendom. 
Croice, L. i. 69/866, «. the cross. 
Crokede,L. iii lb\bn,adi. deformed, 

lame. 
Crommes, L. I 60/661, $.pl. crombfli 
Croan^ Y. 62/312, $, head. 
Cuntrees, L. i. 35/346, $, pi, countries. 
Curteis, L. i. 21/81, adij, courteous. 
Custe, V. 70/501, v. pt, t, kisst 
Oustyume, C. 22/14, «. custom, habit 
Cyte, 0. 20/4, #. city. 

Daniel in the lions* den, 89 ; fed by 
Habbacuc, 89. 

Dayt, Adam, Marshal of Stratford-at- 
Bow, 14/113, 15/149, 16/168. 

Dawe, 88/235, s, day, life. Bringe of 
dawe » deprive of life. 

Daye, 96/3, v. pt. t. died. 
Dde, C. 73/386) v, die. 

Deciplefs 89/272, #. pi disciples, 

followers. 
DeooUacioun, 12/37, «. beheading. Lat 

oottum «■ the neolc 

Ded, C. 66/339, v,pt, t, didst 
Def, L. i. 34/293, a^. deal A.S. 
deqf. 

Del, V. 66/460, «. a pity. A.S. 

deol a- grief. 
Dele, 88/61, v. imper, distribute. 
Delfu],y. 66/449, a^j. doleful, pitiable. 



Delfte, 84/63, r. imper, delight, be 

pleasd. 
Delte, L. iii. 38/197, v,pt, t. divided. 

A.S. dalan. 

Dent, L. i. 26/143, i, blow, stroke. 

A.S. dynt, 
Deope, L. ui. 82/190 ; Dep, T. 32/190, 

aiy. deep. 

Deore, L. iii. 79/632 ; Dere, T. 79/632, 

adv, dearly. 
Departed, 86/138, pp. divided. 
Dere, 94/20, adv. dearly. A.S. deore, 
Derk, 16/121, s. darkness. A.S. dearc, 

deore. 
Derkhede, 89/269, $. darkness. 

Derwor|», 12/50, tuff, dear, precious. 

A.S. deorwyrde. 
Deepens, L. i. 31/248, 9. expenses. 
Dethe, C. 77/410, deaf. Cf. afirst, for 

* athirst,' &c 
Dette, 88/224, «. debt Fr. dehte, 

Lat dehitum. 
Deye, L. i. 60/892, v. die. 
Dien,L. iii. 71/533, «. die. 
Digne, L. i. 34/299, adj. noble, worthy. 

Lat diffnut, 
Di^e, 87/192, v. die. 
Dijth, L. L 19/28, v. prepare. A.S. 

diktan. 
D^th, L. i. 37/382,/?/?. set, fixt 

Dissches, V. 52/311, *. pi. dishes. 

Dojty, T. 20/7; Doughty, L. iii. 
20/7, adj, valiant, noble. A.S. 
dohtiff. 

Dotoure, L. i. 44/513, $. grief, lament- 
ation. O. Fr. dolur, doleur^ Lat 
dolor. 

Dome, C. 77/410, adj. dumb. 

Domesdai, 92/2, $. the day of judg- 
ment 

Don, 14/94, pp. put to death. 

Doom, the Day of ; its signs ; 89/265 ; 
p. 92, 93. 

Doomsday; St Jerome's 15 tokens 
before it, p. 92. 

Doo|», 16/164, V. imp. put, place, cause 
to be put 
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Doo^tter, L. i. 26/154, «. daughter. 

A.S. doktor, 
Dou^ttiest, L. i. 25/143, o^;. mightiest 

A.S. dohtig. 
Doute, L. iii. 25/7 1,#. trouble, danger. 
Doutedeo, 98/53, v. pt. t, feard, 

revered. 
Douten, 82/18, v, fear. 
Douttren, 88/42, s. pL daughters. 
Drem, T. 68/487, #. noiae. A.S. 

dream, 
Dreri, V. 88/138, adj. sad, dreary. 
Dreued, L. I 35/826, pp, driven ; to- 

dreuedesdriven apart A.S. drlfan. 
Drey, L. iii. 53/337, v, pt, t. went 

through, Bufferd. A.S. dreogan, 
Dright, L. iU. 23/35 ; Dry^te, T. 23/35, 

#. Lord. A.S. drighten, O. Icel. 

drottin. 
Dronkelow, 84/67, adj. drunken, dis- 

•sipated. " Drunkelew, ebriosus,^^ — 

Prompt Parv. 
Drou^ L. iii. 37/280, v, pt, t, dragd, 

tore. A.S. dreogan, 
Dubbyng, 18/76, $, ornaments, decor- 
ation. 
Dude, 88/214, v,pt, t causd. 
Duden, L. i. 19/19, v, pt. t, did. 
Dure, L. i. 78/1084, r. endure, last 
Dwelie, V. 38/189, v. delay, stop. 
Dyche, C. 53/258, *. dish. 
Dyghte, L. iii. 21/12; Dyjte, T. 

21/12, «. pt, t. fumiflht, prepared. 

A.S. dVUan, 
Dyned, L. i. 46/561, v, pt, t. roard. 
Dyngnyt^ G. 63/320, $, rank, dignity. 

Bde, V. 83/97, v, pt, t, went A.S. 

eode « ivlt 
Edissa, The city of, 32. 
Eie, 85/131, $, awe, fear. Stode hem 

of hym non eie « stood in no fear 

of him. 
Bire,L. I. 67/1031, #. heir. 
Eke, T. 21/18, adv, also. A.S. eac, 

eo. 
Bide, L. i. 25/136, ». aga, years. A.S. 

ealdf aid. 



Elgah raises Jonah, 86 ; honig up the 

messengers pf King Ahasiah, 87 ; 

is taken up into heaven, 88. 
Elisha purifies a well with salt, 88. 
Elke, C. 28/79; Bke, Tike, o^. 

each, every. 
Emfor|», 83/33, r. imp, (?) strengthen. 

O. Fr. enforcer renforoer, rendre 

plus fort 
Ene, L, i. 34/317, adv, once. A.8. ttna, 
Enk, L. L 53/764, $, ink. 
Enpaired, 84/66, pp, ii^jurd. 
Enpeirementy L. L 82/255, «. iqjury, 

loss. 
Entayele, C. 41/188, i, shape, form. 
Entent, L. L 39/412, «. purpose. 
Enticement, L. i 82/264, 9, snares^ 

allurements. 
Eode, V. 48/261, «. pt, t. went 
Ere, 12/25, «. ear. A.S. eare, 
Erley, C. 27/67; Erlich, L. i. 41/433, 

adv, early, soon. A. 8. ear lice, 
Er^lich, 83/48, a^j. worldly, earthly. 
Euen 92/12, aifj, level, flat 

Euenyng, Y. 20/8 ; Euening, L. ii. 

20/8, #. peer, equal. O. Icel. i^nin^. 
Euerichon, L. iii. 83/194, every one, 

aU. 
Eufemian (father of St Alexins), p. 20^ 

21, 28, 37, 40, 48—51. 
Eujme, C. 28/79, «. even, evening. 

A.S. ip/efh. 
Eye, 87/173, s, awe, fear ; A.8. ege. 

See Eie. 
Eyled, L. iii. 27/108, r. pt, t, (?) no 

play, aild, troubled, him ; he didn*t 

care for it T. has *no play (in 

bed) easd them, the bridegroom 

and bride.* 
Eyre, L. i. 23/112, 9, heir. 

Falrhede, L. i. 72/1080, #. beauty. 
Fare, L. iii. 26/85 ; T. 20/85, v. go, 

travel. A.S. faran, 
Fayne, C. 24/40, a4j, glad^ pleased. 

A.S. fagen, 
Fe, T. 33/196 ; Feo, L. iii. 88/196, 9. 

property. L. lAi^fevdum. 
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Teblc. L. i 83/27a. •«. poMi miser- 

able. 
Fede, T. 67/378; Feode, L. iU. 57/ 

378, r. feed. 
Feinte, 14/118, v. fall, be afraid. 
Felawje, L. i. 85/329, «. fellow, com- 

pamon. k,^,felaga, 
Felawrede, L. i. 43/477, «. company, 

fellowbood. 
Felde, C. 26/54, $b. field ( T to manage 
loans and fields, business and 
agricnlture). 
Fele, a 21/10, ad^. many. A.S. 

fela. 
Felede, V. 78/601, v,pt, t, experienced, 

met witb. 
Felle, C. 26/62, at^. many. 
Felle, 96/166, *. skin. A.S./<rZZ, Lat 

pelUi, 
Fen, L. 1. 45/627, #. mud. A.S. 

fenn. 
Fend, T. 26/70; Feond, L. iii. 25/70, 

$, fiend, devO. 
Fenge, T. 76/680 ; Fonge, L. iii. 75/ 

580, pp, receivd, granted. 
Feorlicbe, V. 73/646 ; FerUche, L. ii. 
78/646, adj. wonderful. A.S, far- 
lie, sudden, from far = sudden. 
Ferd, V. 62/404, v. pt. t. fared, was. 
Fere, L. iii. 25/69 ; T. 26/69, *. com- 
panions, Bcboolfellows. 
Fere, 83/42, s, fear, respect 
Fette, L. 1. 64/769, r. pt. t. fetoht. 
Feye, L. iii. 78/656, aefj. dead. A.S. 

/age. 
Fierce, 86/100, atg. fourth. A.S. 

feordlf. 
FIjth, L. i. 61/980, $. quarrelling, 

fighting. 
Fie, T. ^/6 ; Fleo^ L. iii. 20/6, v. 

flee from, resign. A,Q,fleon, 
Flene, L. i. 33/276, r. fly. A.S. 

Jleon, 
Flesohlioh, 88/204, adv. in flesh. 
Flynge, L. i, 68/1034, «. fling herself, 

rush. 
Flyt, L. iii 22/20, $. scolding, brawl- 
ing. A.8 JIU. 



F6. L. iii 72/639, v. take (clasp, 

cmbftoe), A.B./#«. 
Fode, L. ill 23/29 ; T. 23/.39, «. lit. 
food, hence, *one brought up,' 
alumnvs, finally =- child, boy. 
A,S,/dda. 
FoUde, 0. 66/267, p. pt. t. folded. 
Fon, 88/37, *. pk foes. 
Fonde, 90/287, v. try, find out 
Fonding, L. iii. 28/119 ; Fondynge, 
T. 28/119, . s. temptation, trial, 
perplexity. 
Foot, 94/49, *. to foot and to honde 

=a in every way. 
Forbore, 94/69. pp. spared. 
Force, C. 76/399, *. consideration, 
thought Yaflfe no force = took 
no notice. 
Fordon, 86/160, jRp. mind. 
ForesaweJ?, 84/96, (?)/wv, before; and 
sawen, to sow ; or * saws apart,' like 
for-d/nfan, drive asunder. 
Forlore,L. iu. 80/168 ; T. 30/158,^;;. 

lost, mind. 
Forsake, L. i. 64/964, t>. refuse, deny. 
Forsakyng, C. 39/166, pp. forsaken. 
Forswelewed, 89/269, pp. swallowd 

utterly. 
Forto, 96/125, adjn. until. % 
Forto, T. 34/207, <wit>. until. 
Former, 16/138, a&e. fore, front 
For|>i, V. 36/112, cfynj. in order that 
Fowete. L. iu. 67/479 ; Foi^ute, T. 

67/479, t>. <orget A.S. forgUan. 
Fourtide, 85/107, adj. fortieth. A.8. 

feofoertigo^Sa, 
Fowlke, C. 67/272, 9. folk,, people. 

A.S.fole. 
Frakel, L. iii 44/279, adj. frail, fra- 
gile. 
Frape, L. i. 60/390, *. crowd, numbers. 

O. Yt. frape. 
Fre, T. 20/2, 20/4; Freo, L. lit 
20/2, 20/i adj. free, noble. 

Frel, T. 44/279, adj. frail, fickle. 

O. Ft. freUff frail 
Frenesie, L. i. 76/1112, s. madness. 
Freond, L. iii. 72/546, *. a friend. 
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Frere, L. t. 61/928, $. friar, monk. 

Lat. /rater, 
Fryst, C. 72/376, a^f, first 
Fy^t, T. 22/20, ». fighting^ qnarrelliDg. 
Fyn, L. iit 26/90; Fyne, 94/66, #. 

ending, end of life. Fr. /it, Lat 

JinU, 
Fyne, T. 26/90, v, end one*8 life, die. 

Gaffe, G. 26/60, tr. pt, t, gave. Gaffe 

he nought «« took no heed, cared 

nought for. 
Galys (Galioia), 82. 
Game, L. i. 29/208, f . play. 
Gamed, 96/120, v. pt, t, pleased. 
Gange, L. ii. 26/44 ; Gonge, V. 26/44, 

V, walk. Scotch, gang, 
Gascoyne, C. 28/78, #. Gascony. 
Gate, L. ii. 83/98, f. road, way. Joel. 

gata. 
Gate, C. 22/17, ». class, description. 

A.S. geat. 
Gentel, T. 77/610; Gentyl, L. iii. 

77/610, a4j, noble. 
Gest, 0. 28/79, #. guest. A.S. gatttf 

gett, 
Gete, V. 60/282, r. recover. 
Gewyn, C. 41/182, />p. given. 
GUe, 83/68, i^. beguile, deceive. 
Glnne, V. 62/412 ; Gyu, L. ii. 62/41 2,#. 

plan, means. Fr. engin^ Lat inge- 

nivm, 
Gle, T. 27/106 ; Gleo, L. iii 27/106, $, 

glee, merriment 
Olem, 12/27, f. gleam. 
Godes, L. ii. 60/363; Godus, V. 

68/362, f. of God. 
Godspel, L. I 19/84, ». Gospel. 

Goed, L. iii. 21/17 ; Guod, T. 21/17, 
a^, good. 

Gom,L. iii. 27/104; Gome,T. 27/104, 

». man. A.S. guma, 
Gonnen, L. i. 24/180, v, pt, t, began, 

settled. A.S. gtnnan, 
Gorre, L. i. 66/1006, r.^^ t, mud, 

dirt. A.S. gor, 
Gostes, 93/44, <. pi, spirits. A.S. 

gast. 



Goetlioh, T. 25/72; GosUiohe, L. m. 

26/72, adv, spiritoally, in spirit 
Go|», y. 38/142, 9, imper. go. 
Grad, L. I 64 979, v, pt, t. read, 

spoke. Gradde, L. i. 86/364^ cried. 

A.S. gradan. 
Gram, L. ill 60/406^ atfj, angry, 

annoyed. A.S. gram, 
Gramed, L. I. 68/734, «. pt, t, grievd, 

annoyd. A.S. gramian. 
Grede, L. iiL 63/340, v. cry. A.8. 

gradan, 
Gredyng, 96/156, v, crying. 
Grei^ed, V. 78/696, pp, prepard. 
Grene, L. i. 84/816, atlj, green, fredi, 

sharp. Cp. veijuioe, and Fr. verd, 

'rawly tart or sharpe, as vnripe 

fruit, or wine,' &c. — Cotgrave. 
Grente, L. iii. 86/217, v, pt, U 

groaned. 

Grete, L. 1. 46/564, v, pt, t wept 

A. 8. griBtam. 
Greth, L. il 24/40, a^j, great 
Grette, L. it 48/296, v.pt, t, accosted, 

addrest 
Gnjs, L. i. 88/398, ». the for of the 

gray or martin. 

Grikkissh, L. i. 47/691, a^;, Grecian. 
Grille, L. i. 46/564, adv. terribly. 

** Grym, gryl, horridus," — Prompt 

Parv. 
Griselich, 98/38, a^j, fearfuL 
Grone, L. t 39/414, v, groan, lament 
Giot, L. 1. 47/608, ». lot, literally frag- 

ment A.S. grot, 
Gruochyngi L. i. 46/547, ». grumbling. 

O. Fr. grouehier, 
Gylle, 0. 26/61, ». guile, deceit 
Gynne, L. ill 66/469, ». trick. 
Gyrdell, C. 31/108, ». girdle. 

Hab, 96/99, v, have. 

Halewen, 12/44, ». pi, ndnts. A.S. 

halig, haieg, holy. 
Halt, L. i. 61/931, r. pt, t, holds. 
Haluendel, L. i. 86/384, $, half. 
Halwe, L. iii. 75/582, adv. holy man, 

saint 
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Ham-ward, V. 40/164, adv, homeward. 
Happes, L. i. 69/1046, ». jfl fortune. 
Hare, T. 22/23, pott, pr, their. A. S. 

keor. 
Hast, L. I 46/576, f . haste. On hast, 

in haste, very quickly. 
Hatte, L. ii. 82/88 ; Hette, V. 32/88, 

V. pt. t, was named. A.S. haUm, 
Haue, y. 76/681; Hawe, L. ii. 

76/581, f. a haw, the berry of the 

hawthorn, equivalent here to our 

expression <* not a fig.'* 
Haw^^ L. i. 85/828, f. ytad or en- 
closure. A.S. haga, Chaucer uses 

it in the sense of a churchyard. 
He, L. ii. 39/153,iir. they. 
Hedde, L. ii. 57/358; Hudde, V. 

57/858, V. pt, t. hid, ooverd. 
Heer, L. iii 30/146 ; Her, T. 30/146, 

f. hair. A.8. har, 
Hei^e, 15/139, aifj. high, principal, 

noble. 
Helped, 95/98, v,pt. t, hied, hastend. 

A.S. hAgiam, 
Heifer, 92/4, adj, higher. 
Heixt, 94/29, adj, highest Ancren 

Biwie, pp. 42 and 138. Lasamon, 

1807, 2325 and 24,142. 
Hele, L. iii. 29/127, v. conceal (his 

resolve). 
Hele, 84/72, v. hide, cover. A.a 

Helestou, L. iii 67/476; HeIe|>ou, 
T. 67/476, V. pt. t. didst thou hide. 
A.a kelan. 

Hell, 0. 77/412, f. cure, healing. 

Hende, L. i. 21/81, a4j, gentle, kind, 

polite. A.8. i&yi^ende. 
Hende, L. i 87/374, adv^ near, at 

hand. 
Hennes^ L. L S7/9Si^ adv. hence. 

A.8. keonan. 
Heo,V. 23/28,^. she. 
Heold, Y. 62/409, v.pt. t. held. 
Her, L. i. SSpSl^ t. hair-cloth. 
Her, 90/292, of them. Her either after 

oper — one of them after the other. 
Herberewe, 98/40, v. harbour, shelter. 



lodge. "Herberwyn or receyvyn 

to hereboroghe, JiotpUor.^^ — Prompt. 

Parv. 
Herd, V. 62/403, pp. heard. 
Herde, V. 41/182, t. company, group. 
Herede T. 89/260; Heried, L. iii. 

89/250, V. pt, t. praisd, worshipt 

A. 8. hirian, 
Herest, L. iii. 67/475, v. pr. t hearest. 
Herie, 93/4, v. praise, worship. 

Herkynnythe, C. 20/2 ; Herkene|>, T. 
20/1, V. imp. hearken, listen. 

Heme, L. i. 63/951, t. comer. O. 
Dutch, heme. " Hyme, angtdut.** 
— Prompt. Parv. 

Herynge, T. 44/278, t. praise, honour. 

Heat, L. L 47/587, t. orders, com- 
mand. 

Hete, L. i. 60/904, v. pt. t. was named. 
A.S. hatan. 

Hete, 86/153, v. pt. t. orderd, com- 
manded. A.S. hatan, 

Hetilich, 11/15, adv. hatefully, spite- 
fully. A.S. hetelue. 

Hefingge, L. ii. 52/808, $, contempt, 
mockery. 

Heu, L. iii. 27/99 ; Hewe, T. 27/99, t. 
complexion. A. 8. heom. 

Heuede, 13/59, ». head. A.S. he^fod. 
Heuenriche, 14/108^ $. of heaven. 
A.S. heofonrice. 

Hide, L. L 52/713, $, features. A.S. 

hyd, 
Hijte, V. 22/25; Hihte, V. 21/9; 

Hy^tte, L. ii. 22/25, v. pt. t, was 

named. A. 8. hatat^. 
HU, 11/16, iw. they. A.8. hi. 

Hoi, 83/38, adv. safe, whole. A. 8. 

hal. 
Hom, V. 42/193, f. man, servant. 

Honden, 14/95^ t. pi. hands. A.S» 

hand. 
Hore, L. iii. 36/218, ae(i. white, hoary. 
Hosebonde, 88/224, f. husband. 

Hote, I4. i. 43/488, v. pr. t. bid, order. 

A.8. hatan. 
, Hou, L. 1 19/48, adv. how« 
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Houseled, L. i. 85/337, pp, reoetyd 

the Sacrament. A.S. JnUUan, 
Housles, 93/40, a4j. hooseleflB, home- 
less. 
Hungred, L. I 86/335, pp, of hungred 

-» exoeedingly hangry, from A. 8. 

ofhingrian, 
Hure, 13/69, #. cap. **Howe or Awr#, 

heed hyllyiige,Teiia,capedulum.'*^ 

Prompt Parv. 
Hy, T. 22/22, i»r. they. 
Hye, C. 69/362, adv, on hye » aloud, 

in a loud voice. 
Hylde, C. 62/257, v, pt, t, coverd. 

A.S. hilan, 
Hyllde, C. C3/315, v,pt, t, held, kept. 
Hynde, C. 64/340, adv. kindly, gently. 
Hyne, L. iii. 81/176, ». attendant 

A.S. hina. 
Hywe, T. 28/1 17, s, complexion, colour. 

A.S. heow. 

Ibe, 89/253, pp, been. 

Icham, 97/28, I am. 

Ichaue, V. 71/608, v, pr, t. I have. 

Icholde, V. 71/621, v, pr. t, for I wolde 

=a I wish, I would. 
I-herid, L. il. 40/157, pp. praisd. 

A. 8. A/rtan. 
Ihofce (11/5), pp. caUd, named. 

A.S. hatan. 
Ilche, V. 43/210; Hk, L. it 48/210, 

adj, same, very one. 
In, 97/83 ; Inne, V. 67/459, #. hoyae, 

residence. 
Innocent, Pope, enquires about St 

Alexius, 60; receives the book from 

Alexius, 64. 
IrefUl, 82/20, (ufj, wrathful 
Iryde, 89/250, pp. ridden, been car- 
ried. 
Ised, 92/22, 1?^. said, told. 
Isen, 95/140, v. pt. t. have seen, 
I-se^en, V. 70/493, pp. seen. 
Iwisse, 92/24, adv. certainly, assuredly. 

O. Fris. wi$t IbeL via, Dutch, 

gewU B certain. 

Jerome's, St., Fifteen Tokens before 
Doomsday, p. 92. 



Jonah swallowed by a whale, 47, 48. 
Judgment of Solcnnon, 98. 

Kee, C. 68/358, «. for « knee." 

Ken, Y. 83/96 ; Kenae,L. II 83/96, o. 
know, recognise. A.S. eunnam. 

Kende, 86/164, v. pt. t, became ac- 
quainted with. A.8. eumnoH. 

Eene, 96/6, a^. aogiy. 

Eenne, T. 27/99 ; Kinney L. lit 27/99, 
t. fiunily, race. 

Eepte, L. ill. 44/278, v. pL U n- 
garded, valued. A.S. cSpan. 

Eesse, T. 67/480, v. kiss. 

Eete, L. Hi 33/201, Mff. strong. 

Ei)»e, II. I 30/224, v. show, make 
known. A.S. eg^an, eu^ian. 

Enaue, G. 27/69, s, servant, dependant 

Eneu^ V. 67/456, v, pt, t. knew, 
recognised. 

Enouyng, L. i. 33/275, $. knowledge^ 
recognition. 

En we, 0. 41/177, «• pt. t, knew, 
recognised. 

Eyd, L. iii. 61/410, a4f. known, recog- 
nised. A.S. euiS. 

Eynde, L. L 20/49, $. kin, family, 
nature. A.S. oun. 

Eyndes, 85/180, t. pL tribes. 

Eyngesday, 86/147, $, days, time or 
reign of Eing Ahab. 

Eyngus, Y. 20/8, «. of a khsg. 

Eynrede^ L. L 22/98, t. family. 



Lafdy, 14/91, t. lady. 

Laodicea, St Alexius arrives at, 45. 

Lask, L. I 50/681, v. alleviate. 

Lauedye, L. ill. 23/88 ; Leuedye, T. 
23/33, $. lady. 

Lac^tte^ L. L 30/219, v. pt. t. came 
upon, seisd. A.S. Udoean, 

Lawe, 85/126, r. put down, subdue. 

lAwyds, L. i. 54/748, $, pi. laws. 

Leccherie, 84/68, t. dissipatioB, indulg- 
ence. ** Lechery, Uunuria, form^ 
oa^ta."— Prompt Parv. 

Leche, Y. 28/59, $. physioiaa, oarer. 
A.8. laoe. 
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Led, C. 26/6(^ v, spend, pass. 

Led, Y. 66/444, f. lead. 

Ledes, L. i 23/111, s, pi people, 

dependants. A.8. leod. 
Lees, 0. 68/364, net, snare. O. Fr. 

loi^ lofs, a snare, ginne, or grinne. 

— Gotgrave. 
Lees, a 22/20; Les, V. 22/26, #. 

lyings a lie. A.S. leas^ false. 
Leet, L. L 32/268, r. pt. t gave up, 

resignd* A.S. lettan, 
Leffe, 0. 66/439, a^j, dear. A.8. 

Uqf. 
Lefnesse, L. L 48/627, f. faith. 

*< Levenesse or belevene88e,/<f&i.*' — 

Prompt. Parv. 
L^gge, 98/46, v. appease, settle. 
L^ V. 67/368, v,pt. t, lay. 
Leiden, 11/16^ v. pt, t» laid on, pressed 

on. 
Leie, 87/188, flame. A.S. leg, lig. 
Leinte, 14/117, «. the season of Lent. 
Lele, L. ii. IBjBSlj ad(j, whole, sound. 
Lem, T. 64/489 ; Leom, L. iU. 64/439, 

». ray of ligh^ beam. 
Leman, T. 29/130 ; Lemman, U ill 

29/130, 9, sweetheart, love. A.S. 

Uofman, 
Leneden, 89/244, v, pt, t. lay, leant. 
Lengf^e, L. i. 25/136, f. stature, height. 

Lepy, T. 36/216, adj, single. O lepy 
« anlepy => a single. A.S. anlepig, 

Ler, L. «i. 37/232 ; Lere, T. 37/232, v, 
teach, tell. A.S. leommn, 

Lere, L. til. 28/122; T. 28/112, ». 
oonntenanoe. A. 8. Mdor, O, loel. 
hlfr. 

Lere, V. 25/45; L. il 25/45 ; Lore, 
L. lit 24/54 ; T. 24/54, s, learning, 
BohooL 

Leryd, C. 58/281, a^, learned. 

Les, 15/147, #. lying, lies. 

Lest, L. L 47/595, v. pt. t, lasted. 

Lest, 92/24, a4f. least, smaUest A.a 
lait, 

Letanye, L. L 57/880, f . a litany. 

Lete, L. L 28/181, v,pt, t, set aside, 
gave op, restraind. A.8. lettan. 



Leten, L. ii. 74/548, v. pt, t. causd. 
Lette, 15/123, v, be prevented, stop. 

A.S. lettan, 
Leue, 14/92, o^/. dear, beloved. 
Leue, 14/99, f. leave, permission. 
Leued, 85/132, v. pt, t, remaind, 

were left 
Leuen, L. Ui. 29/132, v, live, remain. 
Leuer, L. i. 27/172, adv. rather, 

sooner. 
Leuyde, C. 67/346, pp, left. 
Lewde, C. 58/281, a^. unlearned. 
Lewe, C. 71/369, a^. dear. 
Lewe, C. 31/101, v, live, remain. 
Libbe, L. I 66/792, v. Uve. 
Liche, L. iii. 70/612 ; Lich, T. 70/ 

512, s. body. A.a lie, **Lyche, 

dead body,/tt»«#.*' — Prompt Par v. 
Lift, L. Ul 56/371 ; Luft, T. 56/371, #. 

air ; hi the lift *» aloft, on high. 
Li^e, 84/87, v. lie. A.S. leogan, 
Lijth, L. L 19/6, adj. active, 
li^th, 87/188, adj, light, burning. 
Li^ttyng, 93/25, «. lightning. A.a 

Ifktinge. 
Liggande, Y. 63/420 ; Liggynde, L. ii. 

63/420,/>r.^. lying. 
Liht, Y. 23/36 ; Lyjthe, L. ii. 23/86, v. 

lighten, comfort A.S. lihtan. 
Lyf. L. i. 26/147 ; Lyffe, C. 26/56, #. 

life. 
Limes, Y. 75/567 ; Lymes, L. iL 76/567, 

s, pi. limbs. 
Li|>er, 83/60, a^, rascally, wicked. 

A.a ^<>r. 
Li|>erhede, 88/218, i. badness, im- 
purity. 
Liuesman, L. iii. 63/430, s. a living 

man. 
Llawe, C. 51/253, a^, low. 
Lombe, 15/138, $, lamb. 
Look, L. L 50/674, v, attend to. 
Loos, L. i. 44/499, ». praise, glory. 

O. Fr. Us, Lat laus, 
Lordingges, L. U. 59/383 ; Lordingns, 

Y. 59/383, s,pl. ffira. 
Lothe, 0. 36/132, at^. loath, tronble. 

some, sorrow-causing. 
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Lovde, 84/87, adv, loudly. 
Loueden, L. i 19/3, r. pt. t. loTed. 
Louelioh, 14/93, adj, lovely. 
Louke, L. lit 77/611,1^. eaolose. A.8. 

Ivoan » to look. 
Lousse, C. 63/321, «. looae. 
Lowe, C. 41/174, #. love. 
Lowthe, C. 42/195, v. bow, kneeL 

A. 8. hHtan. 
Lowyght, C. 77/414, v, pr, t, loveth, 
LuJ»er, T. 61/409, adj, wretched, rile, 

A.8. ly^er. 
Lyte, a, V. 75/561, adv, a litUe, a bit 
Lywyd, C. 40/168, v, pr. U lived. 

Maifltrie, 13/86, t. the mastery, victoiy. 

Make, V. 37/130, ». mate, partner. 
O. IceL maH, 

Mangery, C. 26/63, f. feast, banquet 
Fr. mangeoir, 

Maoyon. L. Ui. 30/155; T. 80/155, 
many a one. 

Marriage of St Alexius, 27. 

Maryole, L. i. 43/481, #. little Mary, 
little image. Lat mariola. 

May, L. iii. 28/116; T. 28/116, #. 
maiden. A.S. maff. 

Me, y. 44/228, men, people. 

Mechul, V. 44/220; Muchel, L. ii. 
44/220, (u^j, much, great 

Mede, T. 57/375; Meode, L. ill 
57/876, 9. reward. A. 8. wied. 

Meignee, L. i. 61/914, ». servants, 
household. 8ee Meyny. 

Melys, 0. 35/126, ». meal. 

Mende, L. i. 88/271, ». mind, thoughts. 

Mendement, 96/152, f. improvement^ 
help. 

Mene, L. I 40/421, v, lament 

Menee, L. i. 60/903, ». retinue, attend- 
ants. See Meyny. 

Menge, L. iii. 48/299, r. think, remem- 
ber. A. 8. myngian. 

Menged, L. iii. 28/118, v. pt. t, be- 
came oonfusd or disturbd. A.S. 
menogan^ mix ; O.L. Ger. vten^ 
gian, 

Menske, U i. 74/1098, ». honour, rever- 
ence. O. Ioel« memka^ 



Meschief, L. L 86/358, f. trouble, 

misery. 
Me^se, L. t 56/877, ». Mass. 
Meat, 93/37, acfj, eq>eoiaUy. 
Mester, V. 51/300. 
Mesure, 13/60 9, measure. A measure 

a fitting, suitable. Fr. ^ meture. 
Met, C. 85/123, f. meat, (bod. A.8. 

mete, 
Mette, 11/8, v. pt, t. dreamt A.S. 

matan, 
Metyng, 12/42, s. dream. 
Meyny, 0. 47/232, s, servants, house- 
hold. O. Fr. maisne = household, 

from L. Lat. maisHoda (from Lat 

minusnatn)f acompany; oS.wemialt. 
Mid, 83/58, prep. with. A. 8. mid. 
Middelerd, 92/18, ». earth. 
Miracles wrought by the corpse of 

Alexius, 75. 
Miase, 92/23, ». lose, be without 
Misseist 84/71, v. pr, t, say against, 

annoy. 
Mist V. 71/511, v.pt. t. mightest 
Mijtten, 11/16, awB, v. might, could. 
Mode, L. 19/26 ; T. 60/404 ; Moed, L. 

iii. 60/404, f. spirit, heart, mind. 

A.8. ffiM 
Molde, L. i. 21/88, ». earth. A.S. 

molde, 
Mon, C. 23/28 ; L. it 23/82 ; Mone, V. 

23/32, ». lamentatton. 
Mone, 83/53, ». * non In mone,* (?) no 

mention, or ' no share,* community. 
Mone|>, 12/88, 9. pi. months. A.S. 

moAod. 
Monnes, V. 26/60, ». man*8 ; Monnus, 

V. 45/230, i?Z.men*8. 
Morenyng, C. 40/157, #. mourning, 

lamentation. 
Mot L. UL 29/181 ; L. 29/131, anm. v. 

must 
Mote, 14/101, aw«. v. may. 
Mowen, L. i. 89/409, aum, v. may. 
Murre, 16/140, murry, mulbeny- 

coloured, red-purple. . 
Mychel, 11/4, adj. much, groat. 
Myd, 11/12, irr^i^. with. A.8, mU. 
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Myddelleredo, 16/167 ; Mydlerde, 

92/19, earth. A.S. middcleard, 
Mydeward, L. ii. 74/551, midist. 
Myldelioh, 82/21, adv. mildly. 
Myeee, 97/30, i?. miss, fail 

Mystook, L. i. 22/94, v,pt, t. transgrest, 

offended. 
Mytred, 13/79, pp. with a mitre on. 
Mytte, 83/43, prep, with. A.S. mid, 

Goth. mi\>, 

Nadde, L. iil. 24/49 ; T. 24/49 for «ne 

hadde ' = had not. 
Nam, T. 81/169, v.pt, t. took. A.S. 

nitnan, 
Namelich, 84/93, adv, especially. 
Narewe, L. i. 61/982 ; Narewj, 96/99, 

adv. closely, nearly, narrowly, in 

small compass. 
Nas, 85/118, for * ne was' = was not. 

NaHes, L. I 28/181, adv. neverthe- 
less. 
NaJ'cmo, 94/41, adv, nothing more. 

Neb, L. iii. 68/434 ; Nebbe, L. iU. 

52/380, t, head, face. 
Nedliohe, Y. 85/116, adv, necessarily. 
Neij, T. 63/436 ; Ney3, L. iii. 63/436, 

adv, near, nigh. 
Nei^e, V. 70/487 ; Neyh, L. ii. 70/487, 

v. approach. A.S. tuhwan, 
Nempned, 12/45. pp. named, men- 
tioned. A,B. nemnan, lAt. nomine 

are. 
Nere, L. iii. 80/150 ; T. 30/160, for 

' ne were ' = was not, were not 
Nest, y. 66/339, adj, next. 
Newed, V. 73/539, pp. renewed. 
Newfangel, 83/85, adj, new-fangled, 

new, inconstant 
Ney, L. iii. 25/56 ; Nej, T. 26/56, a^. 

near, nigh. A.S. neh, neah. 

mU, y. 23/83 ; Ny3the, L. U. 28/8S, 

$. night. 
Nin«veh, 47. 

Kiste, L. Ui. 68/832 ; Naste, T. 58/832, 
«. pt. t. for 'ne wlate,* t. ^. did not 
know of. 

ADAM DAVY 



Nolde, L. i. 29/202, for *ne wolde '= 

would not. 
Nom, 13/58, v. pt. t, took, du-ected. 

A.S. nUnan, 
Nome, L. iil 76/605, $. name. 

None kynnes, L. i. 83/274, no manner. 

See * Scunes.' 
Noot, L. i. 39/419, for * ne wot ' = do 

not know. 
None, C. 87/144, adv, now. 
Nou^th, 14/118, adv. not 
Nowar, L. ii. 68/372 ; Newer, 95/131, 

adv, nowhere. A.S. n^Anw, for n$ 

ahwer. 
Nowder, 0. 27/69, neither. 
Nowgth, 96/6 ; Nowth, L. ii. 63/92^ 

adv. nought, not 
Nyll, 84/72, for *ne wyU' = will not 
Nyllen, 97/44, for * ne wyllen * = are 

not willing. 
Nyltou, L. i. 66/1017, for «ne wylt 

thou ' ss wilt thou not. 
Nyme, 89/257, v. take, be taken. 
Nysten, 95/78, for * ne wysten '■» did 

not know. 



Obedde, L. iii. 22/23, adv. to bed. 
Oftesi|>es, y. 70/^79, adv. oftentimes. 
Oi|»er, L. i. 75/1112, cot^. or. 
On, L. i. 28/191, num. (me ; on & OB«a 

one by one. 
On bynde, 0. 64/341, r. pt. t. <^ned. 
Onon, 12/23, ade. presently, anon. 
Oo, L. i. 41/442, nfim, adj, one. 
Oord, L. i. 54/768 ; Orde, L. i. 78/1141, 

$. beginning. 
Oord, L. i. 29/200, the edge or point 

A.S. ord. 
Opbreyde, T. 30/156 ; Vpbreed, L. iU. 

30/156, V. upbraid, abuse, blame. 
Ordre, L. i. 22/86, $. a religious order. 
Ore, L. iii. 36/220, s. mercy, pity. 
Om, L. iii. 69/610, v. run, flow; 

Omen, V. 75/660, pt. t. ran. 
Ost, L. i. 64/981, s. company. O. Fr. 

hoit. 
0)>er while, L. iiL 81/173, sometimes. 
Ol^er, 92/5, that o)>er dai « the next 
8 
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or the second day ; of. Havelok, 1. 

1755 (ed. Skeat), \>e o\>er day, 
Ou, V. 31/73, ;?r. yoa. 
Ouerlay, 97/35, v, pt. t. lay on, 

smothered. 
Oune, L. ii. 48/300; Owene, T. 

48/300, adj. own. 
Ouse, L. i. 50/672, v, use. 
Outgan, L. iii. 63/431,;?;?. departed. 
Outwinne, L. iii. 64/450, v. get (it) 

out. 
bu3tten, 94/40, v. pr, t. ought, owe. 
Owe, L. i. 49/643, adj. own, his owe = 

his own parents, friends. 
Oxse, T. 21/11, «. pi. oxen. A.S. oxa, 

Gothic, auhsa. 

Paie. L. i. 35/324, v. please. See 
Paye. 

Pais, 98/54, jr. peace. Vr.paix, Lat 
pacem. 

Pal, L. iii. 74/566 ; Palle, T. 74/366, 
*. fine cloth. Lat pallium. 

Palesye, L. i. 75/1111, #. palsy. 

Palfreies, L. i. 23/114, #. pi. riding- 
horses. Fr. palefroi, 

Paraile, L. i 27/166, #. dress. 

Paraile, L. i. 56/810,' s. make, trim. 

Parchemyne, L. i. 58/764, b. parch- 
ment, paper. Fr. parchemm, 

Parde, 95/102 = par dieu = by 
god. 

Partener, L. ii. 68/365 ; Partinere, V. 
58/365, 8. partner, sharer. L. Lat. 
partionarius. I 

Party, L. i. 37/384, t>. depart. Fr. 
partir. 

Pas, L. iii. 24/41, *. steps. Lat. patsu$. 

Passed 83/37, v,pr. U appeases, over- 
comes. 

Paye, C. 27/66, «. please ; welle to 
paye = so as to please greatly. Lat. 
pacare, 

Peoe, C. 27/76, $, a drmking cup. — 
Palsgrave. Cateria^ Anglioe, a 
pete, — ^Nominale MS. 

Peines, L. iii. 29/134 ; Peynes, T. 
29/134, 8. pi. pams, troubles. 



Pelured, L. i. 38/398, adj. trimmed 

with ftir. 
Pendaunt, C. 21/12, #. Fr. ^PendafU: 

m. a pendant; a hanger; anything 

that hangeth, or whereat another 

thing hangs.' — Cotgrave. 
Pens, L. i. 31/247, t. pence, money. 
Perchement, C. 63/314, #. writing. 
Pere, L. i. 42/468, adj. equal. 
Pilerinage, 14/103, #. pilgrimage. Fr. 

pilerinagef from Lat. peregrine, 

a pilgrim. 
Pine, L. iii. 80/159 ; Pyne, T. 30/159, 

t, pain, trouble. 
Pite, 88/226, v. put. 
Plawe, L. iu. 31/168, $. pleasure^ 

amusement 
Plede, 83/51, v. imper. go to law. 
Pleyn, 87/172, s. plafai. 
Plijt, V. 29/62 ; Ply^th, L. ii. 29/62, i. 

danger. A.S. pliht. 

Plouh, L. iii. 21/11 ; Ploti^, T. 21/11, 

#. plougha. O. IceL pldgr, (X 

Dutch, ploeg. 
Pormen, C. 22/16, f. pt. poor men. ' 
Pouere, L. i. 20/59, a^. poor. 
Pouste, L. 20/56, #. power, authority. 

Lat. potestoi. 
Prece, 0. IbjZ'^i, t. press, crowd. 
Preced, V. 77/583; Preoeden, L. I 

77/583; Preseden, L. it 77/686^ 

V, pt, t, prest, crowded. 
Preijs, L. i. 38/397, #. value. Lat 

pretium. 
Prestos, C. 26/62, t, pi, priesta. A.8. 

pi'eost. O. Fr. preitre. 
Presyowae, C. 62/306, adj. precious. 
Pre^ere, V. 62/804, $. prayer. 
Priueli, V. 82/80, ado. privately, 

secretly. 
Puruyaunoe, L, i. 26/148, $. provision. 
Puruyde, C. 26/55, ff.pt. t. provided, 

found. 
Pylte, L. i.*48/623, v, pt. t. pushed up. 
Pymente, C. 27/72, piment, a drink 

made of spiced wine or ale. — See 

Halliwell, t. r. Piment 
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Quelntise, 82/5, «. olevemesBy know- 

ledge. 
Queme, L. iii. 52/821, ». to qnemea 

at his pleasure. 
Quene, 98/45, $, woman. A.S, cwen. 

Greek, yw^. 
Quik, V. 61/396, adj, alive, living. 

A.8. omie, 

Rad, L. i. 64/980, v.pt. f. read. A.S. 

ridan, 
Radden, 85/116, v, ft, t, advised, 

counselled. A.S. radan. 
Raply, C. 68/353, a^. quick, speedy. 

Cf. Lat. rapere = to snatch. 
Bau3tte, L. i. 30/225, v, pt, t, handed, 

gave. A.S. rcBcan, 
Rebanudrye. C. 52/255 (alter » to i* 

in the text), «. ribaldry. 
Recke, L. iii. 73/552; Rekshe, T. 

73/552, r. pr, t. care, reclc 
Red, L. i. 27/173, ». plan, course. 

A.S. rmd. 
Red, L. i. 67/1026, #. A.S. rad, 1. 

counsel, 2. advantage, benefit, re- 
ward. 
Redly, C. 65/829, adv. plainly. A.S. 

fxedlice^ reasonably. 
Reed, 85/118, «. advice, counsel. 
Rehoboam made king, 85. 
Reindropes, 82/11, «. pL drops of rain. 
Relyke, C. 74/392, #. relia 
Remel?, T. 69/506, r. imiper. make 

room for, clear away from. A.S. 

ryman. 
Bent, L^i 85/327, pp, torn, to-rent = 

torn to pieces. 
Bepmen, 89/246, ». pi, reapers. 
R^ C. 68/353, ». haste. 
Reue, 93/4, v, take away. 
Renly, U it 66/447, adj. pitiable, 

grievous. 
Beutbe, L. iii. 59/398; Ruthe, T. 

69/398, #. pity. 
Rewe, L. i. 29/201, v. grieve, trouble. 

A.S. ArwPM?ai». 
Rewe, 12/31, s, row, order, by rewe = 

in a line, in order. A.S. raw. 
Rewdy, L. i. 81/236, adv, woefully. 



Righte, L. iii. 75/578 : Ri^t, T. 75/578, 
V, be healed, cured. 

Ryf, L. iiL 26/156, a€fj, plenty, nu- 
merous. 

Rochell, C. 28/78, $, Rochelle. " Ryn- 
ische wyne and Rochelle." — Morte 
Arthure, E. E. Text Soc., Ed. 
Brock, p. 7, 1. 203. 

Rod, V. 69/476, Rode, 14/93, #. the 
rood, cross. 

Rody, L. i. 60/941, adj. ruddy. 

Rolle, C. 65/327, #. roll, writing. 

Rome, 20, 85, 36, 45, 58. 

Ron, V. 62/404, v, pt, t ran, hurried. 

Rood, 13/55, v,pt. t. rode. A.S. Hdan, 

Ros, L. iii. 29/42, v,pt t. arose, re- 
covered. 

Rote, 82/13, 8. root, foimdation, begin- 
ning. 

Roted, L. L 88/408, 50/684, pp. rotted. 

Roum, v. 69/481, $. room, place. 

Route, T. 25/71, ». course, condition. 

Royn (The River), 45. 

Rymes in Solomon*8 Book of Wonders^ 
p. 81. 

Ryue, L.i. 62/720, adj. full, abounding. 

Ryuere, L. i. 65/988, *. river-sports; 
hawking at the river-side ; flying 
hawks at water-fowl. 

Sai^, V. 71/622 ; Saye, L. ii. 71/622, 

t». pt. t. saw. 
Sake, 14/90, #. guilt, sin. 
Sarasynes, 14/86, #. pi. Saracens, 

pagans. 
Sauh, V. 33/94, v pt. t. saw. 
Saw^e, L. i. 37/893, #. proverb, saw. 

A.S. tagu. 
Say, L. ii. 31/73, v.pU t. said, told. 
Scee, C. 66/334, v. pt. t. see. 
Schent, 84/95, v. pr. t, ruins, disgraces. 
Schipes, V. 32/79. t,pl. sliips. A.S. 

tcyp. 
Scheme, V. 20/5, #. shame, disgrace. 
Schride, 98/89, v. clothe. A.S. 

tcrydan. 
Schuldcr, 85/124, t. shoulder. A.S. 

Mcmldar. 
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Sonnes, V. 62/412, Non 8canes = 
nonnea kuoes = no manner, no 
kind. See note to L 219 of Joseph 
of Arimathie. 

8eebe, 92/U, v, seek, find. 

Beet^ 33/98, v. pt, t sat 

Beggo, 88/208, v. pt, t said. 

Bei, V. 31/73; Seien, 84/86, v. pt t, 
Mid, told. A.S. secffan, 

Sekande, V. 89/145, pr, p. Sekynde, 
seeking. 

Seke,L. ill. 21/13; Sike, T. 21/13, a<^-. 
sick folk. 

field, L. iii. 83/194, r. pt. t, sold. 

Belde, 94/24, adv. seldom. A.S. $eld. 

fidly, L. ij. 84/104, i, blessed object, 
relic. See Celll 

Sembtamit, 83/43, «. appearance^ 
look9. 

Sen, L. L 25/142, v, see. A.S. 9eon, 

Separation of the kingdoms c^ Israel 
and Judah, 85. 

Serieauntz, L. i. 42/452, $. pi. attend- 
ants. Lat servientes. 

iSerued, 14/108, ^j?. deserved. 

Seniy, L. ilL 79/634, v. senre^ wor- 
ship. 

Serwe, V. 60/441, #. grief. 

Seueni^th, 89/253) ». a week, seven 
nights. 

Seuente)^^ L. li. 54/325, o^f. Mven- 
teenth. 

Sexteyene, C. 42/192; Sexfcayne, C. 
43/203, ». sacristan (sexton). 

Sey, L. ii 33/94, v.pt t. saw. A.S. 
sifon, 

Seyefy L. ii. 86/122, v. pr. t sighs. 

Shene, L. i. 26/154, adj. shining, 
beantifal. 

Shent, L. i. 27/177, pp, mined, dis- 
graced. A.S. Mceandan. 

Shilde, 14/90, «. imp. shield, protect. 
A.S. $cilda%. 

ShiUe, L. i. 46/550, 561, adr. shrilly. 

Sho^ 13/61, ». pi. shoes. 

Shonde, L. iii. 26/80 ; T. 20/80, «. dis- 
grace. A.S. iccand, second. 

Shone, L. Ui. 30/161 ; Shonye, T. 
80/161, V, shmi, avoid. 



Shonres, U 19/36, $. pi oonfliet^ 

struggles. A.S. sciir. 
Shred, L. ill. 28/126 ; T-ahrud, T, 

2S/126, pp. oiad, 
Shrewen, L. I 46/572, adf. wicked. 
Shride, L. Ui. 74/565; Shrude, T. 

74/565, shroaded. A.8. sctydan 
Shroud, T. 36/218, s. clothes. 
Shryuen, L. i. 35/338, pp. shriven, 

absolved. A.S. »er(fan, 
Sigge, v. 22/26, «. say. A.S. scegan. 
Sike, L. iii. 51/315, v. sigh. 
Sikef>, V. 36/122, v. pr. t. sighs. 

Sikerliche, V. 59/383 ; Sikerly, L. ii. 

59/818, adv. aseoredly, certainly. 

Lat secure. 
Siking, Y. 66/449; Syking, L. U. 

66/449, s. sighing. 
Sithen, L. iii. 26/88 ; Su^K T. 26/88, 

adv. afterwards. 
Si3te, T. 28/121 ; Sy^te, L. ut 28/121, 

V. pt. t, sighed. 
Skars, L. i. 46/560, a^. scarce, littlei 

O. Fr. escars. 
Skeet, L. L 44/493, adv. quickly, 

speedily. O. Icel skUitf\ 
Skil, V. 76/579 ; Skyl, L. ii. 76/579, 

s, reason, purpose. 

Skominge, V. 52/308, s. mockery. 
Skript, L. ii. 62/409 ; Skrit, V. 62/409> 

s. writing. 
Slake, L. ii. hljZb^, v. ceiise, end, 

loesen. 
Sle, 86/150, V. slay. A.S. slean. 
Slow^n, 86/136, v. pt. t. slew^ A.S. 

slean, pt t i<T sloh. 
Smelde, L. ii. 78/601, v. pt, t. tmeli 
Smerte, L. L 83/281, s. sufferings 

pain. 
Snell, L. iii. 88/240; Snelle, T. 38/24^ 

adv. quickly, at once. A.S. snell. 
So, 12/27, cof^. as. 
Soft, 95/92 ; Softer L. L 19/32, adv. 

easily, gently. 
Soioure, L. i. 74/1101, tw delay, stop- 
ping. 
Soke, L. \. 69/1045, V. pt, t. didst 

suck. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INDEX OF WORDS AND SUBJECTS. 



117 



Solomon, his love of lechery, 85; 

suooeeded by Behoboam, 85 ; his 

coronation, 97 ; his judgment, 98. 
Somony, 97/1, r. summon ; lete somony 

^ caused to be summoned. 
Sond, V. 32/82, s. land, shore. 
Sonde, L. i. 31/239, s. message. 
Sonenday, L. i. 66/817, s. Sunday. 
Sonne-bem, 12/28, s. sunbeam, ray of 

the sun. 
Soriere, L. iii. 70/518 ; Sorwere, T. 

70/518, a^, more grieved. 
Sorou3e3mg, L. i. 66/1011, 8, Sorrow, 

grief. 
Sorou3fuleich, L. J. 68/1036, adt. 

piteously. 
So^lich, 15/132, adv, in truth, truly. 

A.S. io\)lice, 
Soulde, C. 26/56, auar, v. should, 

might. 
South, L. ii. 74/554; Soujth, L. I 

33/273, pp. sought for. 
Sou^tten, L. i. 55/777, r. pt. t. sought. 
Sowe, L. i. 33/282, v, pt. t. saw. 
Sowen, V. 76/577, pp, scattenl, 

thrown about. 
Speire, L. i. 67/1030, s. hope, wish. 

Lat. sperare, 
Spelye, T. 85/208, v. spare. Occurs in 

Ormulum, 1. 10133. 
Speten, 93/45, v, spit out. 
Spicerie, V. 78/603; Spiaerye, L. ii. 

78/603, 8. spices. 
Spllle, 167156, V, to kin. A.S. spillan. 
Sposaile, L. i. 26/169, #. betrothal. 
Spousehode, 86/105, s. marriage, matri- 
mony. 
Spousyde, C. 26/60, />;?. betrothd. 
Sprensse, C. 46/220, #. Prussia. 
Springe, V. 44/223, v. spread. 
Sse, C. 31/106, «. the sea. 
Stant, 84/84, v. pr, t stands. 
Stap, T. 69/508, v. pt. t stept, 

walkt. 
Stedes, L. i. 23/114, #. pi. steeds, 

horses. A.S. stida. 
Stcl, 11/8, #. steel. A.8. gti/le. 



Stephene, L. ii. 43/202, s. voice. A.S. 
ttefne, 

Steren, 92/16. 8. pi stars. " Sterre, 
8tella." — Prompt Parv. 

Steuene, L. i. 19/11, 8. voice. A.S. 
8tefne. 

Stillelich, 84/86, adv. quietly. 

Sti^e, 93/26, v. pt, t. ascended. A.S. 
st^gan^ to mount. Prov. Eng. 8tee 
= a ladder. Cf. Eng. stirrup, i.e. 
sti-rop, a rope to mount by, stairs 
and ttile. 

Stod, T. 64/489 ; Stoed, L. iii. 64/439, 
r. pt. t. stood, issued. 

Stout, L. ii. 61/401, 8. (generally " sturt 
ne strif '*) daring, challenging, quar- 
relling. E.E. Stoutf audax. 

Strangli, 89/243, v, strangle, seize by 
the throat, kill, slay. 

Stretford-atte-bowe, 14/113; Stret- 
for|?e-bowe, 16/164, Chaucer*s Strat- 
ford -atte-Bow, in the East of 
London. 

Strijf, L. 1. 39/419, *. trouble. 

Striueden, 97/38, «?. pt t. strove, con- 
tended. 

Stronde, L. iii. 82/183, 8. shore. 

Stude, V. 46/231, 8. place. 

Stnrte, V. 62/410, v. pt. t. started, 
hurried. 

Stynge, L. i. 66/1017, r. sting, strike. 

Suete, L. iii. 29/138, adj. sweet, dear. 

Sumdel, 96/89, 8. some. 

Sumdel, L. i. 62/941, adv. somewhat, 
rather. 

Sunne, V. 28/59, 8. sin. A.S. «ynw. 

Surrie (Syria), 33. 

Sustene up, 97/14, inf. uphold. 

Swalewe, L. i. 47/611, v.pt. t. swal- 
lowed. 

Swa|>el, T. 28/116, swa pel, so. 

Swein, V. 48/263, 8. attendant 

Swete, L. ii. 78/601; Swote, V. 
78/601, «<;. sweet 

Sweuene, 11/2, 8. a dream. A.S 
8mfeii. 

Swingge, L. ii. 66/448, slap, flat 
(down to the ground), 
8* 
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SwiK 11/17, ode. very, exceedingly, 

quickly. 
Swounynge, L. iii. 29/142; Swo^- 

ynge, T. 29/142, $. swoon, faint. 
Swojeny, T. 36/222 ; Swoune, L. iii. 

36/222, V. faint, swoon. 
Swynke, C. 57/276, v, labour, work. 

A.S. swinoan, 
Sylffe, C. 36/128, self. 
Sylvyr, C. 76/397, #. silver, money. 
Sythyn, C. 24/37, adv. afterwards, 

thenceforward. 
Syttynde, L. ii. 41/181, jpr. jp. sitting. 
Sy^te, L. iii 36/217, v. pt. t. sighed. 

Tablere, L. i. 65/989, #. the game of 

tables, or backgammon. 
Tac, V. 80/70 ; Tak, L. U. 80/70, v. 

imp. take. 
Takyne, C. 39/166, r. betake. 
Tar, L. iii. 30/146 ; T. 30/146, v. pt t. 

tore. 
Tarsus, St Alexius sets sail for, 46. 
Tau^tte, L. i. 29/211, v, pt, t, taught, 

instructed. A.S. taoan. 
Tee, 16/162, r. go, turn, be drawn. A.S. 

teon, 
Tei^ T. 63/436 ; Teyj, L. iU. 63/436, 

V. pt. t. came, issued. A.S. teon, 
Tei^, T. 64/449; Tey, L. iii. 64/449, 

V. pt. t. drew. 
Tene, L. iii. 26/86; T. 26/86 ; Teone, 

L. iii. 40/264, 8. trouble, misery, 
Teo, L. iii. 43/274 ; T. 43/274, t?. draw, 

lead. A.S. teon. 
Tere, L. iii. 62/326, «. pt. t. tore.' 
Teres, L. iii. 28/122, $.pl. tears. 
Thak, 0. 86/122 ; Thake, C. 49/243, v. 

take. A.S. tacan, 
Theode, L. iii. 39/268, f. land, people. 
Therfome, 0. 24/40, adv. for that, for 

it 
Thewe, L. iii 20/2, adj. bond, slayes. 

A.S. )>eow. 
They, L. Ui. 25/66 ; Y|>ej, T. 26/65, 

v.pt. t. throve, grew. 
Thow, 0. 62/309, adv. there. 



Thralle, L. iii. ,39/262, t. servants. 

A.8. l^ral. 
Throofe, C. 25/44, v. pt. t. throve, 

grew. O. loel. ^fa. 
Tides, L. 19/30, s. pi seasons. A.S. 

tid. 
Tit, V. 62/410 ; Tyd, L. ii. 62/410, adr. 
quickly ; as tit — as quickly as 
possible. 
Ti^ande, V. 63/417, $. tidings. 
Tiwes-ni^tte, 12/43, s. Tuesday night 
To-breke, L. iii. 86/214, v. break in 

pieces, burst 
To-cleued, L. L 48/622, pp. cut to 

pieces. 
To foren, L. iii. 66/461; To fome, 

94/66, prep, before. 
Tome, L. L 45/640, attj. empty. 
Ton, T. 61/317 ; Tone, L. iii. 61/317, 

s. pi. feet, toes. 
Tong, L. iii 74/660 ; Tonge, T. 74/560, 

s. a tongue. 
Took, L. i. 20/61, v. pt. t, betook, 

gave up. 
ly^jt, T. 28/116, adj. (?) 'tight Uttie 

lassie,' natty, well put together. 
To-sprynge^ L. L 60/1020, ». burst, 

break. 
To-tore, L. i. 43/490, a^. with clothes 

torn into rags, in tattered clothes. 
Toume, L. i. 36/348, ». turn, departure. 
Tre, L. ii. 37/129 ; Treo^ V. 37/129, «. 

tree. 
Tresore, L. i. 76/1119, i. treasure, 

money. 
Trine, Ii. iii. 63/429, v. (?) weep, 
Trowyd, C. 62/303, v. pt. t. believd. 
Tueie, 87/186, adv. twice. 
Tueie, 90/289 ; Tweie, 12/24, num. a^f. 

two. A.8. tmegen. 
Turtel, L. UL 31/164 ; Turtie, L. ii. 
87/129 ; Turtul, V. 37/129, 9. turtie- 
dove. Lat turtur^ 
Twyes, L. i. 69/863, adv. twice. 
Tydingge, L. ii. 63/417, ». tidings, 

news. 
Tyght, L. iii. 46/284, v. pp. t. in- 
tended. 
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Tynt, L. i. 69/1049, i?^. lost. O. loel. 

tyna, 
Tyt, L. iii. 30/165 ; T. 30/165, adv, 

soon, quickly. 

papostles, L. i. 19/19, i, ph the 



papostoUe, L. i. 64/967, the apostle. 

pe, L. iii. 52/325, pro. those. 

pede, L. ii. 21/11 ; peode, V. 21/11, 

«. country, people. A.S. peod, 
pei^, 16/156, oonj, although, though, 
peos, V. 63/426, jpr. these, 
perwhile, 83/41, adv, while, 
pider, L. iii. 33/202; puder, T. 

83/202, adv. thither, 
pilk, 12/20 ; pr, that, those, 
pinketh, L. !. 19/85, wipers, v. seems, 

appears, phu^te, V. 20/5, pt. t, it 



po, L. iii, 24/62 ; T. 24/52, adv. when, 
pole, L. iii. 26/80 ; polye, T. 26/80, 

V. suffer, endure, poled, 11/18, pt. 

t. sufferd, endurd. A.S. polian. 
polemod, L. ii. 63/816, a^f. meek, 

long-suffering, 
polemodenesse, 16/167, ». patience, 

meekness, 
ponder, L. L 46/561, #. thunder, 
ponked, L. iii. 28/35; ponkede, T. 

23/85, t^. pt. t, thanked, 
poo, L. i. 23/117, pr. those, 
porgh, T. 21/14; poruhg, L. iii. 

21 Jlif prep, through, throughout, 
pome, 86/164, ». bush, thorn, 
porst, L. i. 33/281, s. thirst 
pou^th, 18/55, v.pt. t. it seemd. 
pre, L. ii. 21/14; preo, V. 21/14, 

num. adj. three. A. 3. preo, 
prid, 13/67, num. a^. third, 
prong, L. i. 75/1115, $, the crowd, 
prowe^ L. L 33/285, ». time. 

Vchadel, V. 56/834, adv. every bit, 

entirely. 
Yche, L. i. 21/71, adj. each, every. 
Veije, T. 73/555, adj. dead. A.S. 

jatge. 
yys, L. i. 271171, g. face, countenance. 



Vnbuxum, 82/16, adj. disobedient. 
A.S. buhsom «* obedient ; * hooBome, 
obedient' — Palsgrave. 

Yncou);, 83/65, adj. strange, unknown. 
A.S. nncuSt unknown, euS, known. 

Vnderfonge, T. 24/44, v. take, receive. 
See Afong. 

Vndergo, 16/134, v. imp. receive, take. 

Vndemam, L. i. 61/914, v. pt. t, 
questiond, ezamind, understood, 
peroeivd. A.S. vnderniman, to un- 
dertake. 

Vndemom, L. iii. 38/199, v. pt. t. 
understood. 

Vndemyme, 84/73, v. imper. take in 
hand, reprove, rebuke. 

Vnderstonde, 98/37, v. mean, point to. 

Vnder^at, 97/37, v. pt. t. perceivd, 
disco verd. A.S. undergUan. 

Vnderjete, 97/41, v, discover, deter- 
mine. 

Vndytt, lete hem (lions), 89/254, 
causd 'em to be removd, shut up. 
The reverse of dihtan, make ready, 
prepare. 

Ynlede, T. 68/388, adj. wicked, base. 

See Halliwell, s.v. Ynleed. 
Vnmylde, 84/63, adj. rude. 
YnneUed, 14/95, v, pt. t, unnailed, 

freed. 
Ynne)>e, 92/6, adv. scarcely. A.S. 

uneads= uneasy ; fh>m eoif^ easy. 
Ynride, Y. 78/542; Ynruyde, L. ii. 

78/542, aifj, excessive. 
Ynwrast, L. i. 63/738, a^fj. wicked, 

bas^ mean. 
Ynwreij, T. 63/434; Ynwrey, L. iii. 

6^/434, V. pt, t. uncoverd. A.S. 

i^nivrigan. 
Yryne, 70/1059, $. urine. 
Yuel, Y. 61/402, a^j. evil, wicked, 
Vyage, 0. 80/100, «. journey. Fr. 

viage. Lat viaticum. 
Yyde, 0. 40/161, adv. wide. 
Yye, L. i. 78/1147, t. life. Fr. vie. 

Wade, L. i. 46/548, t^. go, pass. A.S. 
wadan. Lat vadere. 
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Wake, L. i. 19/48, r. watch. 

War, L. iii. 69/505, v, imjter, take 

care, give way. 
Ware, L. L 26/145, adj. aware. 
Warisshed, L. i. 35/320, pp. well 

protected, saved. Fr. * Guarir. To 

heale, cure, mend, reoouer, make 

whole, restore vnto health.' — Ck)t- 

grave. 
Waster, L. il. 21/12, was there. 
Waten, L. i. 28/191, v.pt. t. went. 
Weddowe, C. 73/384, s, a widow. A.S. 

rcidefve. 
Wei, V. 33/98 ; Weie, 85/99, #. way, 

course. A.S. weg. O. Fris. weL 
Weila-wey, V. 36/125 ; Weylawey, L. 

ii. 36/125, wellawayl alas I A.S. 

rvdlawA = noe^ la I woe, 
Wei, 92/4, adv, much. 
Welde, L. i. 40/431, v. to rule, possess. 
Wele, L. i. 19/23 ; Well, C. 21/9, $. 

fortune, wealth. A.S. rcelay weola, 
Wellde, C. 26/54, v, manage his affairs. 

A.S. rveldan. 
Welonye, C. 52/256, #. ill-treatment. 
Wem, V. 29/65 ; L. ii. 29/65, s. stain, 

guilt. A.S. wamm, Goth. ramm. 
Wene, 85/122, v, pr, t. do ye think. 

A.S. wenan, 
WepJ>, L. U. 37/127, v, pt. t, weeps. 
Werche, T. 38/246 ; Wirche, L. iii. 

38/246, V, work, do, fulfil. 
Wemage, C. 27 '76, vemage, a kind of 

white wine. 
Werne, L. iii. 70/516, «. prevent, stop. 

A.S. wernan, 
Wemed, C. 22/18, were forbidden, 

warned from. A.S. wernan, to 

deny, refuse. 
Werst, 85/100, adj. worst A.S. wyrst. 
Wessch, L. ii. 52/311, v. pt. t. washt. 
West, C. 37/140, t. pt, t. knew, wist. 
Weste, T. 53/335, v. pt. t. wisht 
Wete, V. 70/503, adj. wet 
Wetten, C. 63/323, r. know. A.S. 

wltan. 
Wex, U i. 25/136; C. 25/44, v.pt. t. 

grew, increast. 
Whulche, V, 43/207, pr. which. 



Widewe. L. i. 72/1074, s. widow. A.S. 
n:idetvc. 

Wyf, L. i. 26/150 ; Wyf, V. 26/51 ; 

Wyffe, C. 26/55, 8. a wife. 
Wikke, L. iii. 61/409, adj, wicked, 

wretched. 
Wilk, L. il 43/207, iw. which. 
Willen, L. i. 19/28, r. will, wish to. 
Wilne, 82/27, v. widi. A.S. wUniaM. 
Winne, V. 62/414; Wynne, L. ii. 

62/414, V. obtain. 
Wisse, 97/21, 29, inf. teach, guide. 
Wissed, L. iii. 24/53 ; Wissede, T. 

24/53, V. pt. t, taught. A.S. 

fcUian, 
Wisselich, 15/138, adv. certainly, 

surely. 
Wit, V. 75/566 ; Wyth, L. il 75/566, 

8. senses. 
Wite, 83/42, v. imp. (?) A.S. m'tan, 

punish, blame, reproach ; not fcit- 

an^ wit, know. 
Wite, 14/120, V. know, be informd. 

A.S. witan. 
Witerli, V. 42/196; Wyterly, L. ii. 

42/196, ado, assuredly. 
Witty, L, iii. 27/98 ; T. 27/98, adj. 

sensible. 
Wi^erward, 12/20, adj. adverse, op. 

posed. A.S. widermeard. 
Wi^erwynes, 13/85, 8. pi. enemies. 

adversaries. A.S. widerwynna, an 

enemy. 
Wil>8eie, 82/19, v. imp. oppose. 
Wi^tte, L. L 31/240, 8. creature. A.S. 

Wood, L. iii. 71/531, adj. mad. 
Won, V. 47/247, 8. dwelling, place to 

live in. 
Wond, L. iii. 70/516, v. cease. 
Wondes, L. ii. 50/283, 8. pU wounds. 
Wone, 13/62, #. custom, habit A.S. 

[ge]-«mi»a. 
Woned, L. iu. 40/269 ; Y-woned, T. 

40/259, i?i?. dwelt, lived, 
Wonen, L. i. 19/33, v. dwell, live. A.S. 

fviinian. 
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Wonyynge, L. i. 79/1149, pr, p. 

dwelling. 
Woo, L. i. 44/511, adj, sorrowful, 

mournful. 
Wood, L. i. 47/593, adj, furious. 
Woodnease, V. 68/474 ; Wodnesae, L. ii. 

68/474, t, madness. 
Wook, L.i. 20/67, f.i;t.*. 
Wop, 13/64, V. pt. t, beat hard. 
Worschiplich, L. i. 20/58, adu, honour- 
ably, in honour. 
Wor|», 94/33, v.pr, t, is. A.S. neordan. 
WorJ>e, 83/47, i), shall be. 
Wor|»ing-ni3th, 14/87, $, (?) 
Wossohen, V. 52/311, v,pt, ^. washt 
Wott» C. 26/61, V, pr, t, know, am 

sure. 
Wouj, 90/284, s. wall (to fight with 
his back to), the protection or ad- 
vantage of his learning. 
Wowe, L. iii. 54/346, «. wall. A.S. 

wafff wag, 
Wrake, L. i. 19/46, f. injury, hurt 
Wrast, C. 63/316, v, wrest 
Wra|>J>i» L. L 29/202, v. grieve, vex. 
Wreoche, 86/122, #. wretched fool. 
A.S. wraooe; exul, profugus, 
miser. Of. Fr. tin miserahle. 
Wreohe, L. i. 29/216, #. ruin, punish- 
ment 
Wrie, 84/80, #. betray, disclose. 
Wuste, V. 54/326, v, pt. t, knew, was 

conscious. 
Wyghe, C. 73/383. 
Wynnying, L. L 73/1088, f. pleasure, 

enjoyment 
Wyntersende, C. 64/261, #. winter's end. 
Wyntren, 92/22, s, pi winters, years. 
Wytt, C. 25/47, f . sense, understanding, 
Wyue, 96/10, #. wife. 

Taffe, C. 81/103, if. pt t, gave, 
Yate, a 22/18, #. gate, door. A.S. 

geat, 
Ychaunged, L. L 86/858, pp, changed, 

altered. 
Yclo^ed, 15/140, pp, dothed, dresst 

A.S. eladum. 



Ydytte, 89/242, pp. prepared, ready, 

A.S. dlhtan, 
Yfalt, L. i. 61/932, pp. folded. 
Yfere, L. i. 60/881, adv. together. 

A.S. ge/era, 
Yheled, 84/77, pp. oonceald, hidden. 

A.S. hilan, 
Yhent, 95/96, v. catch. 
Yheried, 94/64, pp. praisd, glorified. 
Yhote, 86/166, pp. named. A.S, 

hatan. 
Yhud, T, 61/409, pp, hidden, con- 

ceald. 
Ykud, T. ^llilOfPp. known, recog- 

nisd. 
Ykyd, 84/78, pp. shown, made mani- 
fest A.S. ctUt. 
Ylad, SS/2n,pp. taken, led. 
Ylast, 93/32. v. lasts, continues. 
Yloide, U i. 64/962, js^j;. laid. 
Ylome, L. i. 21/69, ode. often, fre- 
quently. A.S. gelome. 
Ylore, L. i. 68/1039, /v?. lost 
Ynche, 95/79, 8. inch. Lat uncia. 
-ynd, ryming with -ing ; sekynd, 

tyding, L. ii. 89/145. 
-yng, for -en. pp.; formkyng, for- 
saken, ryming with inf. takyne, 
betake, C. 39/156. 
Ynke, C. 55/265, s. ink. 
Ynouh, L. iii. 21/10; Y-nou^. T. 
21 /lO, adv. enough. A.S. g&noh. 

Ypocrite, L. i. 53/739, #. hypocrite. 

Yme, 11/8, #. iron. A.S. iren. 

Yse, 84/76, v. see, perceive. 

Ysed, d7/l76, pp. told, reported. 

Yshadewed, L. i. 78/1082, pp. dark- 
end. 

Yshred, L. i. 2\/S2, pp. clad, dresst 

Ysome, 94/20, adj. peaceable, loving, 
A.S. getome. 

Ysowe. L. i. 61/915, v, saw. 

Yswowen, L, i. 17/386, in a swoon. 

Yuel, 15/150, adj. evil, ill. 

Y-wis, T. 26/78, adv. assuredly, cer- 
tainly. A.S. gewiu. 
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Y.wi8B6d, L. UL ^2/426, pp. told, in. 

formd. 
Twite, L. i. 56/809, v. know, find. 
Ywonden, 18/67, pp, wrapt. A.S. 

windan, 
Twron^th, L. I. 26/140, pp. wrooghtt 

done* 

jaf, V. 33/93> v. pt. t. gave. A.S, 

ffifan, 
jare, L. f. 46/648, r. go. A.a 

geanciati. 
jare, L. ii. 82/84, tuff, ready. A.a 

geartt, 
^are, V. 43/211, adv. readUy, quickly, 
jeden, L. I 22/86, v. pt. t, went, tra- 

veiled. A.S. eode — went 



jdde, 88/230, v, pay. 
)er, L. iii 26/68; ^ere, T. 26/58, #. 
year. 

^erd, y. 52/302, «. court, house. 

** Yard, or yerd, kprtus.** — ^Prompt 

Parv. 
)eme, L. ill 23/36 ; T. 23/36, adr. 

earnestly. A. 8. gecmian, to de- 

sire, 
^emend, 93/46^ adv. eagerly. 

^eue, L. ilL 26/69 ; T. 26/69, v. to glv^ 

graunt. 
)ing, y. 30/68; L. IL 30/68, atfj, 

young. A.S. geeng. 

)ungge, L. ii 62/307, atfj. young, 
jtttt, 82/6^ adv. yet 



rLAY AM) TAYLOR) nilKTBIUI, 3UMOAV. 
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but three for 1865, have been reprinted. Subscribers who desire the Texts 
of all or any of these years should send their names at once to the Hon. 
Secretary, as many additional names are required before the Texts for 1866 
can be sent to press. 

The Subscription is £1 1#. a year [and £1 1*. (Large Paper, £2 12*. 6rf.) 
additional for the Extra. Series], due in advance on the 1st of January, 
and should be paid either to the Society's Account at the Head Office of the 
Union Bank, rrinces Street, London, E.G., or by Money Order (made pay- 
able at the Chief Office, London, and crosst ' Union Bank ') to the Hon. 
Secretary, W. A. Dalziel, Esq.. 9, Milner Street, London, N. (United- 
States Subscribers, who wish tneir Texts posted to them, must pay for 
Sostage 5*. a year extra for the Original Series, and 3«. a year for the 
5xtra Series.) The Society's Texts are also sold separately at the prices put 
after them in the List at the end. 

The following Summary of the Society's first Ten- Years' work is taken 
from the Committee's Tenth Report, January, 1874 : — 
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2 ^2. The Society* i first Ten Years' Work. 

§ 2. The Society^ $ first Ten Tears^ Work. Last year closed 
the Society's first Decade ; and it may therefore be well to 
look back over its work since, in February 1864, its Founder's 
first Circular went out, announcing that " A few of the mem- 
bers of the Philological Society, being anxious to continue 
the publication of Early English Texts, which that Society 
lately commenced, but has now for a time resolved to discon- 
tinue, have formed a committee for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions, and printing therewith Early English MSS." 
1. To start with money. Our Early English Text Society 
has spent in its ten years £8700 in producing Texts. Here 
are the figures : — 

1864 Money spent in printings &a 

1865 „ „ „ „ 

1866 „ „ „ „ 

1867 „ 9) „ n 

1868 „ n n n 

1869 „ „ „ „ 

1870 ,y If n 19 

1871 ,9 91 99 9> 

1872 „ „ „ 99 

1873 „ „ ,9 « 



With this money the Society has produced 16,100 pages of 
Texts, including Introductions, Notes, Glossaries, Ac, besides 
1000 and more pages of Reprints, Reports, &c. 

Secondly, as to Language, — the point from which the 
Society started, the illustration of which has been, and must 
be, the justification for the publication of many Texts of little 
Hterary or historic merit; — the Society has brought out, of the 

lOth century.* King Alfred's West-Saxon version of Gregory's Pastoral 

Care, edited from 2 MSS. by Mr Henry Sweet. 
11th century.* Homily de Octo Ficiis (in First Series of O.E. HoraUies). 

ed. Dr R. Morris. Homily on the Discovery of the Cross (in 

No. 46), ed. Eev. Dr R. Morris. 
12th century (special Transitional period). Prose and Ycrse from the 

unique Lambeth MS. 187, in l)r B. Morris's Old English 

Homilies (First Series). 
12th centuiy. Old English Homilies (from the unique Trinity MS.), 

Second Series, ed. Dr Richard Morris. 
13th century, First half: St Marharete, the first Text (from the unique 

MS.), ed. Ret. T. O. Cockayne. 

' The Blickling Homilies of 971 A.D. are nearly all printed, 
* For the 11th century, other Texts are preparing. 



£ 


s. 


d. 


c 134 


5 


7 


333 


15 


10 


649 


10 


1 


818 


11 


6 


1068 





6 


990 


16 


1 


1475 








1154 


11 


11 


957 


3 


11 


1117 


4 


9 


£8699 
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. § 2. Chronological List of our first Ten Years' Texts. 8 

1230 ? HaK Meidcnliad, West-Midland versioB, ed. Rev. T. 0. Cockayxw. 
St Juliana, from % MSS., ed. Rev. T. O. Cockayne and Mr E. 
Brock. 
Poems, &c., in the latter part of the First Series of ' Old English 
Homilies,* ed. Rev. Pr Morris, 
1246-50 The Moral Ode, later version, in 'Old English Miscellany,' 
ed. Rev. Dr R. Morris. 

3 Hymns in O. E. Hom. II.(from the unique MS.),ed.DrR. Morris. 
13 th century, second half: 

Genesis and Exodus (from the unique MS.), ed. Rev. Dr Richard 
Morris. 
Bestiary, Old Kentish Sermons (both from unique MSS.), Re- 
ligious Poems from the Jesus MS., in Br R. Morris's ' Old Eng- 
lish Miscellany.' 
Havelok the Bane (from the unique MS.), ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
Alfred's Proverbs, in Br R. Morris's *'01d English Miscellany.' ^ 
King Hom, &c., ed. Rev. J. R. Lumby. 
14th century.* St Margarete, 2nd Text, ed. Rev. T. O. Cockayne, 
1340 Ban Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt (from the unique MS.^, ed. Rev. 

Br Richard Morris. 
1340-90 Poems on the Cross (in * Legends of the Holy Rood '), ed. 

Rev. Br R. Morris. 
1340, ab. Hampole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 
1350 P The Alliterative Romance of WiDiam of Paleme, or William and 

the Werwolf (from the unique MS.), ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
1350 ? The Alliterative Romance of Joseph of Arimathie, or the Holy 

Grail ; from the unique MS., ab. 1390, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
1360^ Early English Alliterative Poems, and Sir Gktwayne and the 
Green Knight (from the unique MS.), ed. Rev. Br R. Morris. 
„ The Alliterative Morte Arthure (from the unique (Thornton) 

MS., ab. 1440 a.d.), ed. Rev. G. G. Perry, re-ed. Mr E. Brock. 
„ P Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse from the Hiomton MS., aK 

1440 A.D., ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 
„ ? The Alliterative Gest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Troy (from 
unique MS.), ed.late Rev. G.A. Panton, and D. Bonaldson, Esq. 
1362 The Alliterative Vision of William concerning Piers the Plowman, 
first cast, or Text A, ftiom the Vernon MS. ab. 1390-1400, ed. 
Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
1375 Barbour's Bnice, Part I. (from the only 2 MSS. and oldest printed 

editions), ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
.1377 William's Vision of Piers Plowman, Text B, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat 
1380? Chaucer's Boethius, ed. Rev. Br R. Morris. 
1389 English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, &c; ed. Toulmin 

Smith, Esq., with Br L. Brentano's History of Gilds, &c. 
1390? The Stacions of Rome, ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 
1391 Chaucer's Astrolabe, ed.Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

* The earliest English version of the Cursor Mundi, in th« Edinburgh 
MS., is believed to be about 1300 a.d. The Cotton text is not much later. 
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4 § 2. Chronologioal List qf our first Ten Years* Texts; 

1893 William's Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C, ed. Eev. W. W. Skeat 

1894 Pierce the Plowman's Crede, ed.Kev. W. W. Skeat. 

1899 Eichard the Bedeles (in Piers Plowman, C), ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat, 

from the unique MS. 
1416 The Crowned King (in Piers Plowman, C), ed. Eev. W. W. Skeat» 

from the unique MS. 
1420 ? Mirk's Duties of a Parish Priest, ed. E. Peacock, Esq. 
1420 P Palladius on Husbondrie (from the unique MS.), ed. Eev. B. 

Lodge, Part I. (all the Text). 
1480 P The Alliterative Chevelere Assigne, from the unique MS., ed. 

H. H. Gibbs. Esq. 
1480 P Political, Eeligious, and Love Poems, ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1480? Lydgate'sOrderof Fools, &c. (in No. VIII.), ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1430 f Hymns to the Virgin and Christ, the Parliament of Devils, &c, 

ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1430-50 Poems on the Cross (in 'Legends of the Holy Eood'), ed. 

Eev. Dr E Morris. 
1440 The Knight de la Tour Landry, from the unique MS., ed. Thomas 

Wright, Esq. 
1440 P Arthur, from the unique MS., ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1440 P Merlin, from the unique MS., ed. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
1440 P Generydes, from the unique MS., ed. W. Aldis Wright, Esq., 

Part I. 
1460 ? The Boke of Curtasye (from SloaneJMS., 1986, in Babees Book), 

ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1460 P Eatis Eaving, and other pieces, Beraardus de Cura Eei Pamuli- 

aris, Scotch Prophecies, &c., ed. Eev. J. E Lumby. 
1460 P Urbanitatis, kc. (in Babees Book), Stacions of Eome, Sec., ed. 

P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1460-70 John Eussell's Boke of Nurture (in Babees Book), ed. R J. 

Pumivall, Esq. 
J.460-70 For to Serve a Lord, from a copy]of the unique MS. (in Babees 

Book), ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1460-70 The Good Wife, Stans Puer, kc (in 'Queene Elizabethes 

Achademy *), ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1460-70 The Book of Quinte Essence, ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1462 P The Wright's Chaste Wife, ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1478 P Caxton's Book of Curtesye, 8 versions (two from MSS)., ed. P 

J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1500 P Lancelot of the Laik, from the unique MS., ed. Eev. W. W. Skeat. 
1500 P Eomance of Partenay or Lusignen, from the unique MS., ed. Eev. 

W. W. Skeat. 
1500 P Scotch Poem on Heraldry (in No. VIII.), ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1513 The Boke of Kemynge, from Wynkyn de Worde's text (in 

Babees Book), ed. P. J. Pumivall, Esq. 
1520-6 Lives of Joseph of Arimathaea, from Wynkyn de Worde's and 

Pynson's copies (in No. 44), ed. Eev. W. W. Skeat 
1528-53 A Supply cacy on of the Baggers, the Poore Commons, &c., ed 

P. J. Pumivall and J. M. Cowper, Esqs. 
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§ 2. Our Ten Yeari Texts classt hy Dialects. 6 

1530 Oure Ladyes.Myroure, ed. Eev. J. H. Blunt. 

1542-7 Andrew Boorde's Introduction and Dyetaiy, with Barnes in the 

Defence of the Berde, ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 
1549 The Complaynt of Scotlande, with 4 contemporary English Tracts, 

1542-48, ed. J. A. H. Murray, Esq. 
1550?^Starkey's England in Henry VIII's time, a Dialogue between 

Pole and Lupset, from the unique MS., ed. J. M. Cowper> Esq. 
1560-1 Bobert Crowley's 31 Epigrams, Way to Wealth, &c., ed. J. M. 

Cowper, Esq. 
1550-77 Hewe Eodes's Book of Nurture (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. 

Fumivall, Esq. 
1552 Sir David Lyndesay's Works, ed. F. Hall and J. A. H. Murray, 

Esqs., 6 Parts. 
1556-68 William Lauder's Poems, ed. P. Hall and P. J. Fumivall, Esqs., 

2 Parts. 
1557 F. Seager's Schoole of Vertue (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. Fumi- 
vall, Esq. 
1560 P Sir Humfrey Gilbert's 'Queene Elizabethes Achademy,' &c., 

ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 
1565-92 Awdelay's Fratemitye of Vacabonds, Herman's Caveat^ &c., 

ed. E. Viles and F. J. Fumivall, Esqs. 
1570 Levins's Manipulus Vocabulomm, ed. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
1599 Thynne's Animaduersions on Speght's Chaucer, ed. Dr G. H. 

Kingsley. 

1616 The Times' Whistle, and other Poems, by B. C. (from the unique 

MS.), ed. J. M. Cowper, Esq. 

1617 P Hume's Orthographic and Congmitie of the Britan Tongue (from 

the unique MS.), ed. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. ^ 

1619 The Booke of Demeanor (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 

Of these works the specially dialectal ones are the follow- 

^^ ' I. northekn' dialect. 

1340 P Hampole's Prose Treatises. 

„ Kcligious Pieces from the Thornton MS. 
1375 Bar^ur's Bmce. 

1460 P Batis Raving ; Scotch Prophecies, &c. (Nos. 42, 43). 
1500 P Lancelot of the Laik. 
1500 P Scotch Poem on Heraldry (in No. Vm). 
1530-50 Sir D. Lyndesay's Works. 
1549 The Complavnt of Scotlande. 
1556-68 Wm. Lauder's Works. 

n, MIDLAND DIALECT. 

A. East-Midland (a Norihem ; b Southern) ; B. JTest MidUmd. 
A. East Midland ; h Southem Division. 

12ih cent. Old English Homilies, Second Series (from the nnique 
Trinity MS.), ^. 
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6 § 2. Our Ten Veat^ Texts clasat by Dialects and Subjects. 



13tb cent. Bestiary (in 'Old English Miscellany'), 5. 
1250? Genesis and Exodus, 6. 

Fragment on p. 200 of Old English Miscellany, b. 
1280 ? Havdok the Dane, b, but originally a, North East Midland. 

B. West Midland. 
1230? Hali Meidenhad. 

Wooing of oar Lord, in First Series of Old English Homflies. 
1360 ? Early English Alliterative Poems (Lancashire). 

„ Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight (Lancashire). 
1400 ? ' Cross ' extract from the Bodleian MS. of the Cursor Mundi, in 

• Legends of the Holy Rood.' 
1340 ? William and the Werwolf. 
1360 ? Gest Hystoriale of the Destruotioa of Troy (Northern part of 

the West-Midland area). 

III. SOUTHERN DIALECT. 

12th-cent. Lambeth Homilies, in Old English Homilies, First Series. 
1290? Old Kentish Sermons (in Old English Miscellany, No. 49). 
1300 ? Moral Ode, and Poems from the Jeeus MS. (in Old Eng. Misc.). 
1340 Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt. 

The rest of our Texts are either uncertain,* or may be said to be in 
that tnixt dialect, mainly Midland, slightly Southern, which became, with 
Chaucer, the standard language. 



Thirdly. 
find in 



Arranging the Society's books by Subjects, we 



Bamance (far Legend see Theology). 

1250 1 King Horn, Floris and Blanche- 
floor. 

1280 ? Havelok the Dane. * 

1360 7 Gest Hyb-toriale ol the Destruc- 
tion ot Troy (ailiterati?e). 

1360 } Morte Arthure (MS. 1440), al- 
Uterative. 
Chevelere Assigne (alliterative). 

1360 Sir Gawayne and the Green 
Knight 
„ William of Paleme. 

1375 ? Barbour's Bruce, Part I* 

1390 7 Joseph of Arimathie, ot the 
Holy Grail (alliterative). 

1440 Arthur. 

1440 Merlin. 

1440 Generydes. 

1500 Lancelot of the Laik. 

1600 Partenay or liusignen. 



Maitners and Customs. 

1440 The Knight de la Tour Landry. 
1440-1503 Babees Book, Bokes of 

Norture, Kervyng, Cortasye^ 

and Demeanor, &c. 
1460? Pilgrims' Sea Vovage (in *Sta- 

cions of Bome_'). 
1462 Wrights CJhaste Wife.' 
1478 Caxton's Book of Curtesye. 
1500 ? Bemardus de Cura Rei Famn- 

Uaris. 
Batis Raving, and other Pieces. 
1540 ? Queene Elizaoethes Achademy, 

&c. 
1265-1550 Accounts of Italian and Go-- 

man Books of Courtesy, by W. 

M. Rossetti, and E. Oswald, 

Esqs. 



* Mr Bkeat feels certain that the Original of the Alliterative 'Joseph of 
Arima^ea* was Northern or Midland, but wbioh he cannot say, on account of 
the Southern Bcribe*B alterations of its language and forms. 
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§ 2. Our Ten Tears' Texts classt by Buhjects. % 3. 8ummary. 7 



Social and Political History.' 

1389 English Gilds, their Statutes 

and Customs. &c. 
1399 Kichard the Redeles. 
1415 The Crowned King. 
1420 Palladins on Hnsbondrie. 
1440? Political, Eehgious, and Love 

Poems. 
1500? Early Scotch Prophecies (in 

Bc^mardns). 
1528-53 Supplycacyon of the Beggers, 

Poore Commons, &c. 
1535-50 Lyndesay's Monarche. 
1535-50 Lyndesay's Satirical Poems. 
1540? StarkeVs England in Henry 

VIirstime,II. 
1542-7 Andrew Boorde's Introduction 

andDyetary. 
1549 The Compdaynt of ScotUnde. 
1550-1 R. Crowlefs 31 Epigrams, Way 

to Wealth, Ac. 
1556 Lander on the Dewtie of Kings. 
1565-92 Awdelay's Yacabondes, and 

Harman's Vagabondes. 
1668 Lauder's Minor Poems. 
1616 Times Whistle, &c., by JEC. C. 

Philo8op?¥y ofnd Science* 
1380 ? Chaucer's Boethius. 
1391 Chaucer on the Astrolabe. 
1465 ? Book of Quinte Essence. 



Morals^ Theology arid Legends. 

10th cent K. Alfred's 'Gregory's Pas- 
toral Care'. 

1200 Hali Meidenhad. 

1200-1330 Seinte Marherete, &e. 

1230 Life of St. Juliana (l^endaiy). 

1250-1300 Early English Homilies, 2 
Series. 

11-15 cent. Legwidsof the Holy Rood, 
&c. 

13th cent. Old English Miscellany. 

1340 Hampole's English Prose Treat- 
ises. 

1340 Dan MicheFs Ayenbite of Inwyt. 

1350 Genesis and Exodus. 

1360 Early English AHiterative Poems. 

1362-1393 Willam's Vision of Piers 
Plowman. 3 versions. 

1394 Pierce the Plowman's Crede. ' 

1420 Myrc's Duties of a Parish Priest 

1430 Hymns to the Virgin and Christ; 
the Pailiiunent of Devils, &c 
Stacions of Rome, &c 

1530 Oiure Ladyes Myroure. 



Grammar, Criticism, <ft?. 

1570 Levins'sManipulusVocabulorum. 
1599 Thynne's Animadversions on 

Speghf s Chaucer. 
1617 Hume's Orthographle and Con- 

gruitie of the Britan Tongue. 
A.-Saxon to 1874. Mr A. J. EUis's 

Early English Pronunciation. 

§ 3. Summary and Effect of the Society's Ten-Yea/r^ Work. 
For the History of our Language the Society has produced the 
most important 10th-century Text, in which Mr Sweet has for 
the first time pointed out the characteristics of Alfred^s Eng* 
Ksh. For the 11th century our Society has been prevented, for 
want of fimds, from printing more than two Homilies. For 
the 12th century, in the latter half, it has produced the only 
Texts of the specially Transition Period of our Language, of 
imequalled value for the history of our inflexional formations, 
and for the first time brought to light by the skilled eye and 
hand of the Rev. Dr R. Morris. For the 1 3th and 1 4th centuries 
the Society has produced a series of most valuable dialectal 
Texts which, under Dr R. Morris's editing, have made far 
clearer than ever before, the three great divisions of our 
dialects, and the subdivisions of each, but specially of the Mid- 
land, the most important of the three. For the 14th, and also 
the later centuries, from the 15th to the early part of the 1 7th, 
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'8 § 3. Summary and Effect of our Ten Tears' Work. 

the Society has produced^ a very large number of excellent 
Texts in the standard language^ at and after the period of its 
formation, together with the earliest English ryming diction- 
ary, a Grammar of James Fs time, and Mr Alexander J. Ellis's 
masterly treatise on the pronunciation of our language, from 
Anglo-Saxon to Victorian times, "Early English Pronuncia- 
tion, with especial reference to Chaucer and Shakespere." It 
can be truly said that no other Society like ours has ever been 
able to do so much for the History of English, as our Early 
English Text Society has. 

If we turn, to the Lives of our Forefathers, the Books they 
read, the Societies they belonged to, the Wiays they had, the 
Beliefs they cherisht, the Superstitions they clung to, the 
Evils that beset them, the same fact stares one in the face ; 
the Early English Text Society have produced a set of Texts 
that can challenge comparison with those of any other Society ; 
they know that their own cannot be beaten. For Story, take 
Havelok, Arthur, Merlin, Lancelot, Gawayne, King Horn, 
Troy-book, William of Paleme, Partenay; for Society, take 
our English Gilds, William's * Vision of Piers Plowman ' (in 
Mr Skeat's noble edition). Political Poems, Lyndesay^s scath- 
ing satires, Lauder's Poems, Starkey's England, Andrew 
Boorde^s picture of the England and Europe of his time, 
Awdelay, Harman, Crowley, &c. : for Ways of Women and 
Men, the curious pictures of the Babees Book, John Bussell, 
Hugh Rhodes, Ratis Raving, Times' Whistle, &c. ; for Faith 
and Superstition, the long series of theological Texts the 
Society has publisht ; and let us all be glad that we have 
had time and power to do so much. Not only has our So- 
ciety produced its own fine series of Texts ; but it has also 
given birth to other Societies, whose publications are carry- 
ing out its purpose in other directions ; to other books that 
brmg its teaching within the reach of every student and boy 
in the British Empire, the United States, Germany, and 
Austria. From the Early English Text Society sprang, in 
1867, its own Extra Series; in 1868, the printing of the 
Percy Folio MS. ; the Chaucer Society, the Ballad Society, 
the Spenser Society, and the Roxburghe Library; in 1871 
the Hunterian Club; in 1873 the PalaDographical Society, tho 
English Dialect Society, and the New Shakspere Society. 
From the Early English Text Society, by members of it, 
have also gone forth, in 1866, Dr Richard Morris's Aldine 
edition of ' Chaucer's Poetical Works ' ; in 1867 his Claren- 
don-Press ^ Selections from Chaucer ' (now in its 3rd edition) ; 
in 1867 his 'Specimens of Early English' (vol. 1 now in its 
2nd edition ; vol. 2 now in its 3rd) ; in 1869 his Globe edi- 
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§ 3. Summary and Effect of our Ten Years' Work. 9 

tion of 'Spenser's Works ^; in 1872 his 'Historical Acci- 
dence of the English Language ' ; in 1870 Mr Skeat's 'Vision 
of William concerning Piers the Plowman ' (for the Clarendon 
Press) ; in 1871 his 'Specimens of English Literature a.d. 
1394-1597'; in 1872 his 4.Text edition of St Mark (two 
texts Anglo-Saxon, two Early English, for the Cambridge 
Press) ; in 1871 Mr Earle's 'Philology of the Enghsh Lan- 
guage ' ; in 1873 Mr Kington Oliphant's ' Sources of Standard 
En^sh'; in 1871-3 Dr Stratmann's 'Old Enghsh Die 
tionary of the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th centuries'; in 
1871 his edition of 'The Owl and Nightingale'; in 1871 Dr 
Matzner's ' Altenglische Sprachproben ' ; and in 1873 his 
' Worterbuch,' Part 1; in 1873 Dr Mall's edition of 'The 
Harrowing of Hell ' ; Dr Zupitza's ' Altenglisches TJebungs- 
buch,' &c. Truly the effect of the Society's work is a thing 
for every Englishman to rejoice over. As a * Leader ' in the 
Daily News, of Nov. 20, 1873, on the Director's appeal 
for money-help to the Early English Text Society, says, 
our Society "has wiped away, as Mr Furnivall proudly 
boasts, the old well- deserved reproaoh of indifference to the 
sources of our own language ; it has stirred up the study of 
Enghsh historically ; it makes possible a knowledge of the 
language ; it makes accessible the most valuable documents 
of that history ; and it shows how, in the teeth of ignorance, 
civil war, and obstacles of all kinds, hterature, that is, the 
power of expression, went on growing, now slowly, now 
quickly, putting forth in this direction and that, tiny tendrils 
which were destined to grow in time into great branches, 
laden with the fruits of labour and genius. No single form 
of literature springs suddenly into existence, and the old 
familiar phrases, such as that which used to describe Chauceb 
as the Father of Enghsh Poetry, have to be abandoned alto- 
gether, or used in a modified sense. 

" But the Society has yet other claims upon us, in addition 
to those which appeal chiefly to students of literature. It 
is to such works as are issued under its auspices that we 
must look, far more than to the State records, for the social 
history of the country. In the 'Babees Boke,' the 'Boke of 
Norture,' the ' Boke of Carving,' the statutes of the Enghsh 
Guilds, and the ' Supplycacyon of the Beggars,' we may read 
the very mind of our forefathers, the way in which they 
regarded the common duties and responsibiUties which make 
up every-day hfe, their methods of making existence comfort- 
able, gentle, easy, and cultured, their way of dress, their pro- 
tection and advancement of the arts ; how they ate, drank, 
talked, and slept. And if there linger among us any rehca 
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lO § 4. Tl^ Duke of Manchester's Commemoration Fund. 



ofrthat most ancient religion, the worship of ancestors, Mr 
Furnivall's appeal for help should touch ns there. But, 
indeed, his Society is doing so great a work for all the English- 
speaking race on both sides of the Atlantic, that its claimB 
reach higher than mere pride or patriotism/' 

§ 4. Why then has our Society, which has done so much, 
need to ask urgently for more money, for a continuous supply 
of fresh Members and Funds ? Simply because it h^is done so 
much, and wants to do much more. The material it has 
supplied to scholars has been quickly condensed and arranged 
for the use of all readers, by Dr Richard Morris, Mr Skeat, 
Mr Murray, Mr A. J. Ellis, Mr Earle, and Mr Kington 
Oliphant, here ; by Dr Stratmann, Dr Stiirzen Becker, Drs 
Matzner and Goldbeck, Dr Mall, Dr Horstmann, Dr Zupitza, 
on the Continent ; by the late lamented Prof. Hadley, Prof. 
March, Prof. Whitney, Prof. Child, and others, in America. 
The Committee have always been eager to put in print the 
utmost amount of MS. every year. Sharing that eagerness, 
and relying on the payment of arrears which ought to have 
come in, but did not, the Director authorized the issue of more 
Texts to the subscribers to the Original Series than those sub- 
scribers had paid for. He was therefore obliged to strive to 
make up the deficiency by an Extra Fund, which the Duke of 
Manchester was kind enough, with his unfailing good-will 
towards the Society, to head, and which was meant to raise 
£200, but had only brought-in the sum of £90, 17s. by the 31st 
of December, 1873. Still the balance is needed. We want 
all the money that can possibly be got. And the Committee 
trust that every Member will try to give or get a donation to 
the ' Duke of Manchester's Commemoration Fund,' in aid of 
the Society. Many people who are not Members of the So- 
ciety might be induced to subscribe to the Fund, if Members 
would but explain to their friends and acquaintances the pur- 
pose, nature, and extent of the Society's work. The following 
donations and promises have been received : — 
SUBSCRIBERS TO THE DUKE OP MANCHESTER'S COMMEMOR- 
ATION FUND, TO 3l8T Jakuabt, 1874. 

His Grace the Duke of Manchester . . 
His Grace the Duke of Devonshire . . 
The Most Noble the Marquis of Ripon 
The Rev. W. H. Thompson, D.D., Master 

Trinity CoU^e, Cambridge 
Richard Johnson, Esq. 
A Friend . . 
J 8 B 

Prof. P. J . Child, Harvard 
Triibner & Co.', Messrs 
C. Childs, Esq. 
John Lister, Esq. . . 
Cornelius Payne, Esq. 
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§ 4 Commemoraiion Fund. % 5. Second lO-i/ears' Work^ 11 



William Euing, Esq., Glasgow 

Col. Thos. Brooke 

Professor Henry Morley 

Thos. Hughes, Esq., M.P. . . 

J. L. Trafford, Esq. . . . . " 

W. G. Stone, Esq. 

R. S. Turner, Esq. 

Robert White. Esq. 

F. J. Fumivall, Esq. . . . . 

The Rev. E, Thring 

F. Harris, Esq. . . 

A. Macmillan, Esq. 

Prof. A. W. Ward 

The Rev. E. A. Abbott, B.D. 

Dr Ernest Adams 

Miss A. M. RichardBon 

Prof. Joseph Payne 

^Ir Bumpus 

The Rev. Wm. Williamson 

The Rev. Canon Toole 

Edwin Lloyd, Esq. 

J. Oakey, Jr., Esq. 

R«v. H. 8. Wflcocka 

J. W. Hales, Esq. 

H. Candler, Esq. 

§ 5. Sketch of the Society* s Second Ten-Years* Work, We 
have, may be, done from a fourth to a third of our work. 
At any rate we give a sketch of that which lies at once before 
us, just to show what our Editors can and will produce if our 
Members will find them money enough, and what will, if 
printed, probably leave only a Third like Ten- Years' Work to 
finish the task the Society has set itself, the printing of the 
whole of the unprinted MSS. of Early English : ^ — 

1874. 
Alliterative Troy-Book, Part II. Bede's Day of Doom, &c. 
Four-Text Ckrsor liundi^ Part I. Thomas of Ercildoun's Eymes and 
Blickling Homilies^ Pt I now ready. Prophecies. 
Palladium, Part II. Generydes, Part IL 

Merlin, Part IV. 

1876. 
Four-Text Cursor Mundi, Part 11. The Pystfl of Swete Susane. 
Blickling llomilies, Part II. Lyndesay, Part VL 

Lay Folks' Mass-Book. Gospel of Nichodemus. 

Piers Plowman Notes, Part I. Maydcnston's Poems. 

* It would be difficult to estimate the value of the work in wbicli the 
Early English Text Society has been engaged for several years past. . . . 
We rejoice to see that they have resolved not to rest satisfied till English- 
men will be able to say of their early literature what the Germans can now 
say of theirs : * Every work of it 's printed, and every word of it *8 glossed.* 
It is a noble resolve, and one which it is the duty of every student of the 
language, and every one deriving pleasure from its literature, to lend a help- 
ing hand to encourage.— W. W. TuUoch in Belgravia, March, 1871, p. 118. 
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12 § 5. Sketch of our Second IW- Tean' Work. 

1876. 

Poor-Text Cursor Mundi, Part III. Cliarlema^e Bomances^ I : Sir 

Pier8 Plowman Notes, Part IL Femmbras. 

Old English Homilies, III. M&ig's Metrical Homilies. 
Cato's Morals. 

1877. 
Pour-Text Cursor Mundiy Part IV. Catbolicon Anglicom. 
Cbarlemagne Bomanoes, Part II. Psalters, Anglo-Saxon and Eaiij 
The Legend of Tpotis. Englih. 

The Bule of St Benet (5 Texts). Gawaine Poems. 

1878. 

Troy - Book (Bodleian Libraiy), Meditacions on the Lord's Sapper 
Part I. (perhaps by Bobert of Bninne). 



Awdelay's Poems. Barbour's Lives of Saints, L 

Shoreham's Psalms. Anglo-Saxon Homilies, L 

1879. 

Troy-Book (Bodleian), Part II. Vernon MS. Poems, I. 

Barbour's Lives of Saints, II. The Siege of Jerusalem. 

Guy of Warwick, I (Caius Coll., Anglo-Saxon Homilies, II. 

Cambr., and Auchinleck MSS«). Elutherius (Mr Wynne's MS.). 

1880. 

Guy of Warwick, II. Vernon MS. Poems, IL 

Jon the Gardener, &c. William of Nassington. 

Northern Version of DeGuileville. Anglo-Saxon Hoimlies, III. 

1881. 

Barbour's Troy-Book. Lives of Saints, Southern, L 

Hampole's Psahns. Anglo-Saxon Orosius. 

Vernon MS. Treatises. Early English Psalters. 

1882. 

Lives of Saints, II. Peter Idle's Poems. 

Adam Davie's Poems. Anglo-Saxon Homilies, IV. 

Siege of Jerusalem. Anonymous Poems. 

1888. 

Lives of Saints, III. A Troy-Book. 

George Ashby's Active Poliqr of a Anglo-Saxon Miscellanies. 

Prince. Bonaventure's life of Christ eng- 
V^ecius of Elnyghthood and Chyu- lisht. 

alrie. The Eule of the Moon, &c 

Then Hampole's other version of his Prick of Conscience, Mr Small*8 
* Metrical Homilies • MS., Trevisa's Glanville, Myrc's Liber Festivalis. 
E. E. Homilies, MSS. on Cookeiy, Medicine, Alchemy, Astrology, and 
Superstitions ; Mandeville, Hoccleve, Lydgate, Verse DeGuileville, Lone- 
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§ 5. Sketch of our Second Ten-Tears' Work. 13 

licVs * Merlin/ the unprinted Alexander Bomances (in MS. in Scotland), 
Lord Bath's Early English unprinted MSS. (if he will give ns leave). 
Then we have two or four texts of the Ancren Sitole to print, Wyclifs 
Testaments and unprinted works, so as to complete a uniform 8vo edition 
. of the tohole of Early English Literature to Caxton's time. 

EXTRA SERIES. 
1874. 

Lonelich's History of the Holy Ellis's Early English Pronuncia- 

Grail, Part I. tion, IV. 

Barbour's Bruce, Part 11. Bnnklow's Tracts on London, Su;. 

1876. 

Lonelich's History of the Holy Starkey's Description of England 

Grail, Part U. to Hen. VUL, Part IL 

Alexander Bomances, 1. 

1876. 

Lonelich's Histoiy of the Holy Early English Pronunciation, V. 
Grail, IlL Alexander Bomances, 11. 

1877. 
Arthour and Merlin (from the Alexander Bomances, 111. 
Affleck MS.). Early Holy-Land tracts. 

1878. 
Le Morte Arthur, &c. The Duke of Orleans's Poems. 

The Douce MerUn, &c. 

1879. 

Auchinleck MS. Bomances, 1. : Gesta Bomanorum. 

Sir Bevis of Hamtoun, Su;. 

1880, 

Auchinleck MS. Bomancea^ II. : Book of Noblesse. 
Sire *Degarr^,' &c. 

188L 
Partenope of Blois; with 'Perti- Bokenam's Lyvys of Seyntys. 
Bope. Northumberland Household Book 

1882. 
Bitson's Bomances. Early Education and Grammar tracts. 

188S. 

Bomances from the Lincoln's Inn Caxton's Curial, and Book of Grood 
MS. 150. Manners. 

§ 6. Difficulty of meeting Subscribers' opposing Wishes. 
Complaiiits of two opposite kinds as to our Texts have reaclit 
the Committee's ears. One comes from the workers, the 
students, who echo Mr Kington-Oliphant's words in his Sources 
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14 § 6. Uembere' cppo^ng Wishes. § 7. Origmal Series, 1874-5. 

of Stcmdwrd English, p. 820, note, "I wish they [the Com- 
mittee] would print more works written before 1400, and fewer 
works written after that year." With this wish the Committee 
heartily sympathize, and would l)e only too glad if they dared 
gratify it. jfothing would have pleased them better than to 
have begun at the earliest Anglo-Saxon MS., and printed 
everything steadily in order. But the other compliant has 
warned them that such a course would have halved or thirded 
the number of our subscribers ; and the late decrease in the 
Society's list of members since the earliest Texts have in- 
creast in number, has shown the necessity of restoring, if 
possible, the original proportion between later and easier 
Texts — often more attractive in subjeot — and the earlier and 
harder ones, which are, with rare exceptions, theological and 
dull, though of extreme interest in point of language. The 
Committee live in hope that the feeling of duty to the Society 
and to its purpose will more and more make members willing 
to help it, though they themselves happen to feel no speoisJ 
interest in any one year's Texts ; meantime the Committee 
will try their best to meet the wishes and tastes of the bulk of 
the Society's Members, whose forbearance they crave in this 
difficult task, and whom they remind that interesting inedited 
MSS. of Romance and Adventure, of social Life, and Fun, 
are rare indeed,. and grow rarer year by year. But the one 
great fact remains, that till all our early MSS. are printed, 
the History of the English Language cannot be fully known, 
the Society's work cannot come to an end. 

The Publications for 1874 ^ 1875 (Original Series) are:— 

66. .Th* G«st Hrttoiiale of the Dostrootioii of Ttqj, in alliterative verse : edited ftt>iii 
the uniqiie MS. in the Hunterian Muieum, GlMgow, by D. Dovaldsov* Ssq., and 
the late Rev. G. A. Pavtov. Part IL IQg, M. 1874 

67. The Sariy Snf^iah Vonioa of the " Oimor ■nudi," in four Texts ; edited bythe Eev. 
B. Morris, LL.D. Part I. vith 2 photolithographic fnsimiles. 10t.6d. 1874 

68. The Blioklinc HondUet, edited fkom the Marqms of Lothian's Anglo-Saxon MS. of 
071 A.D.. by the Eev. R. Morris, LL.D. (With a photolithograph.) Part I. 8f. 1874 

69. The Barly Hnglish Yersion of the *' Oorsor Mundi,** in fonr Texts ; edited by the Rev. R. 
Morris, M. A., LL.D. Part II. 16«. 1876 

00. Meditaoynns on the Boper of our Lorde (perhaps by Robert of Bmnne), edited fh>m the 
MSS. by J. M. CowFRR. Bsq. ^. 6d. 1876 

Hh The Bomsnoe and Prophedes of Thomas of Eroeldoane, printed ftom five MSS. ; edited by 
Dr. JucBS A. H. Murray. IQ*. 6d. 1876 



The PuhlicaHons for 1874 ^ 1875 (Exira Series) are ;— 

XX. LoiieUoh*8 History of the Holy Grail Tab. 1450 A..D.)* firom the French prose of R. de 
Borron; edited fh>m the unique MS., by F. J. Furkiyall, MA. Part I. 8#. 1874 

XXI. Barbour^s Biuoe. Part II., ed. by the Rev. W. W. Skrat. H.A. 4s. 1874 

XXII. Henxy Brinklow s (knnplaynt of Roderyok Mors, for the Redresse of evel Customs (ab. 



1642) ; and The Lamentadoa of a Ohzlaaan against the Oitie of London, a.d. 164S. Ed. 

by J. M. COWFKR, Esq. 9s. 1874 

XXIII. Barhr Bnglish Pronimeiation. by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part IT. 10s. 1874 



XXIV. LoneUoh's History of the Holy OraiL Part II. 10s. 1876 

XXV. TheBomanoe of Ony of Warwick, the ISth-oent. version, edited from the Cambr. 
Univ. MS., by Prof. J. ZUPIXZA, PhiD. Part I, 20s. 1876 
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fiat d % d^arlg ^nglb^ ^t^ Somtrt'^ goohs- 

OBIQINAL flWRTEfl (One guinea a year), 

Thd Publicatiomfor 1864 (21#.) are:— 

- -— - J »b. 1860 A.D., ed. B. Monris. 16t. 

10«. 

1%^ Puhlioationsfor 1866 (21#.) flr^r .• — 
B Huma*! Ortiiosnpliia and Oongmitto of the Britaa Tongiw, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4.t. 
6! Laaodot of the Laik, ftb. 1600, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 8«. 

7. Oeneiii and Bzodoa, ab. 1260. ed. B. Morris. {Beprintinff.) 

8. Mart* Arthnre, ab. 1440, ed. B. Brock. 7#. _. , 

9. Thyma on Ohaoear'a W<nka, ab. 1696, ed. Dr Kingsley. 

10. Martin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 

11. Lyndaaay'a Monarohajte., 1658, Fart I., ed. P. Hall. _ 

12. TbiW^gbffM Ghaata Wife, ab. 1468, ed. P. J. Pumivall. U. 

The Publieatiom for 1866, out of print, a/re: — 
IS. Sainta Mazharata, 1200-1880. ed. Ber. O. Cockayne. 

14. Kine Horn, Fknia and Blanohafloor, fto.. ed. Bev. J. B Lumbj. 

15. Pdsuaal, BaUgioaa, and Love Poama, ed. P. J. PumivaU. 

16. Tha Book of Qninta Eaaanoa, ab. 1460-70, ed. P. J. PumivaU. 

17. Pazallal Eztcaeta fkom 89 M88. of Pian tha Plowman, ed. Ber. W. W. Skeat 

18. KaU Maiianhad, ab. 1200, ed. Bev. O. Cockavne. 

19. Lyndaaaj'a Monaroha, fto.. Part XL, ed. P. Hal). 

80. dampola'a Encliah Proaa Traatiaaa, ed. Bev. G. G. Peny. 

21. MarUoi, Partn.. ed. H. B. Wheatley. 

82. Partanay or Lnaicnan, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 

88. Ban Miohal'a AyanUta of Inwyt, 1840, ed. B Morris. 

The PuhUeations for 1867 (one guinea, leu No. 24, 26, 26, out of print) are: — 

84. l^BBnatotibaYiigiaandOhzist: thaParliamantofBavila,fta.,ab.l480,ed.P.J. PumivaU. Sa. 

85. Sa Staoiona of Boma, tha Pilnuns* Baa-vmca, with Olana Mardanhod, ed. P. J. PumivalL 1«. 

86. BaUgiona Baoaa in Proaa and vena, from B. Thornton's MS. (ab. 1440), ed. Bev. G. O. Peny. 2a. 

87. Lavina'a Man^nfaia Yooabolonim, 1670, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12«. 

88. iniUam's YisLm of Pian tha nownan, 1862 A-D. Part L The earUest or Yeraon Text; 
Text A. Edited by Bev. W. W. Skeat. 6t. 

89. Barbr Xa^iah TTomiliaa (ab. 1220-80 a.d.) firom unique MSS. in the Lambeth and other 
libraries. Part I. Edited by B Morris. 7«. 

80. Pisroa tha Plowman's Orada, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. ' ^ 

The Publieations for 1868 (one guinea) are: — 

81. Myra's Dntiaa of a Pariah Priaat, in Yerse, ab. 1420 A-D., ed. B. Peacock. 4t. 

81 Tha Bahaaa Boka, Brbanitatia^tha Bokaa of Hortora of John Boaaall and Hugh Bhodaa, tha Bokea 
of KanTng, Oortanra, and i>amaanour, fto., with some Prenoh and Latin Poems on Uke 
sublets, ed. fh)m Harleian and other MSS. by F. J. FuroivaU. 15f. 



88. Tha jCnight Da La Tour Landry (from Prenoh of A.D. 1872), ab. 1440 a.d. A Father's Book for 

his Daughters,ed. fW)m Harl. MS. 1764 and Caxton's version, by Thomas Wright. 8». 
84. Early EagUah HowiMaa (before 1800 a.d.) from unique MSS. in the Lambeth and other 



Libraries. Part II. Edited by B. Morris. 8a. 

85. Lyndaaay'a Worka, Part IlL: The Hi&torie and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed. P. 
HaUTla. 

The Puhlieatione for 1869 (one guinea) are : — 

86. MarUn, Part III. Edited by H. B. Wheatley, Esq. ; with an Essay on Arthurian Localities, 
by J. S. Stuart Glennie, Esq. 12a. 

87. Lyndaaay'a Worka, Part lY., containing Ane Satyre of the Three Estatts. Edited by 

P. Hall, Esq. 4a. 

88. Wimam^sYlaian of Pian tha Plowman, Part IL TeztB. Edited flrom the MSS. by the Bev. 
W.W.8keat,M.A. 10a. 6d. 

89. The AU i te nti va Bamaiioa of tha Baatrootioa of Tray, translated fh)m Guido do Colonna. 
Edited by D. Donaldson, Esq., and the Bev. G. A. Panton. PartL 10a. 6<i. 

The Publieations for 1870 (one guinea) are : — 

40. Xagliali Gilds, their Statutes and Customs. 1389 a.d. Edited by the late Toulmin Smitii, Esq., 
and Miss Lucy Toulmin Smith, with a Preliminarv Essay, in 6 parts, on *The Histoiy and 
Development of Gilds, and the Origin of Trades-Unions,' by Dr Lujo Brentano. 2l«. 

41. WiUiam Landar'a Minor Poema. Edited by P. J. FumivaU, Esq. Sa. 

42. Banuurdoa Ba Can Bai PamnUaria, with some Earbr Scottish Prophecies, Ac. Prom a MS. 
KK. 1. 5, in the Oambridire University Library. Edited by J. B. Lumby, M.A. 2a. 

48. Batis Bavinf , and other Moral and Beligious Pieces in Prose and Yerse. Edited flrom the 
Camb. Univ. MS. KK. 1. 5, by J. B. Lumby, M.A. 8a. 

The Publicatione for 1871 are (for one guinea) : — 

44. Tha Allitarative Bamaiioa of Joaaj^ of Arima^a, or Tha Holy Chail : a fracment fW)m the 
Yeraon MS. ; with Wynkyn de Worde's and Pynson's (a.d. 1526 and 1520) Lives of Joseph •, 
edited by the Rev. W.W. Skeat, M.A. 5a. 

45. Xiar Alfratfs Waat-Sazan Yaraion of Oracoi7*a Paataral Oar^ edited from 2 MSS.. with an 
BneUahtnoalation, by Henry Sweet, Esq., of BaUiolCoUfige, Oxford. PftrtL lOr. 
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List of the Ea/rly English Text Society* s Books. 

46. LagvndacfttMSoly Rood, Symbols cfttMPBMlaii and Gnm. PoemsinOldEnsUahoriheUth, 
14th, and 16th centuries. Edited firom MSS. by Rev. R. Morris* LL.D. 10«. 

47. LyndaMjr's Works* Part Y., containing his Minor Poems, edited by James A. H. Muirayf Esq., 
with a critical Essay by P^fessor Nichol of Glasgow. St. 

46. The Timoo' Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C, 1616; edited by J. M. Oowper, Esq. 6*. 



The Publications far 1872 are (for one guinea) ;- 

. Ab Old English MisoeUaar, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Be 

ligious Poems of the ISth century, eaited from the MSS. by 



I Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, Re- 

„ J century, edited from the MSS. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. lOf. 

SO. Kmg Alfred's Wost-Saxon Veraum of Gregory's Pastoral Oare. edited from 2 MSS.. with an 
English translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq., Balliol Collpge. Oxford. Part II. 10«. 

61. The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions, with translations; edited frt>m the MSS. by the Rev. T. 
O. Cockayne and Mr. Brock, is. 

62. Palladios on Husbondrie, tram the unique MS., ab. 1420 a.d., ed. Rev. B. Lodge. Part I. 10s; 

I.-— 

63. «ntury MS. in Trinity Coll. Cam- 

Irgin and God, ftx>m a unique ISth- 
> two of them, and transcriptions of 
us, Esq., F.R.S.; the whole edited 

64. ersions of this grpat poem), with an 

he Reddles (by William, the author 
!V. W. W. Skbat, M.A. 18#. 

66. 1440 i..D., in Trin. ColL Cambridge, 

PartL St. 

EZTBA SERIES (One guinea a year). 

The Publications for 1867 are (for one guinea) : — 
L William of Paleme ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited fh>m the unique MS. in King's 
Colleg«, Cambridge, by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18». 
~ noiatio] 



ZZ. Esr^ Kiglish Pronnnoiation, with espedal reference to Bhakspere and Chancer, by A. J. 
Ellis, FJB^S. PartL 10«. 

ITie Publications fdr 1868 are (for one guinea) : — 
XXL Oaxton's Book of Ooxteaye, in S Versions; 1, fh>m the unique print in the Gamb. XTidv. 
Libr. ; 2, the Oriel.MS. 79 ; 8. the Balliol MS. 854. Ed. by F. J. Pumivall, Esq., M.A. 5s. 

IV. Eavelok the Dane. Re-edited from the unique MS. by the Rev. W. W. Skei^, M.A., with 
the sanction and aid of the original editor, Sir Frederic Madderu 10s. 

V. Ohaooer's Boe«hiua. Edited from the two best MSS. by R. Morris. LLJ>. 12*. 

VI. Ohevdere Assigne. Re-edited from the unique MS. by H. H. Gibbs, Esq. St. 

The Publications for 1869 are (for one guinea) : — 
Vn. Eazly EngUah Prononoiation, with especial reference to Shakapere and Chaucer, by A. J. 

Ellis, FjSs. PartilL 10». 
Vm. Qneene Elixabethes Aohadsmy, a Book of Preoedenoe, fte. Edited by F. J. Fumivall, Esq.. 

with Essavs on early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti, Esq., and 

E. Oswald, Esq.N ISt. ' 

IZ. Awdeley's Fniemitye of Vaoabondea, Haman's Caveat, fto. Edited by E. Vilea, Eaq., and 

F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 7t. 6(i. 

The Publications for 1870 are (for one guinea) : — 
Z. Andrew Boorde's Introduotion of Knowledge, 1647, and Dyetary of Helta. 16tt ; with Baniea In 

the Defenoe of the Berds, 164S-3. Edited, with a Lifo of BOORDE, and an account of his Worka. 

by P. J. Fumivall, M.A. 18t. 
ZI. Barbour's Brace, Part I. Edited from the MSS. and early printed editions, by the Rev. 

W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12t. 

The Publicatio ns fo r 1871 are (for one guinea) : — 
Zn. Enriand in Hflnry VIEI.*s Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lupset, mainly on 

the Condition of England, written by Thomas Starkey, Chaplain to Henry VIIL Edited by 

J. M. Oowper. Esq. Part IL 12t. (Part I., .STterA^ti^/'tf and i>«*r». lain preparation^ 

Xm A Boptilyeaoyon of the Beners, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 A.D.. edited by F. J. Fumivall. MJL,t 

with A Bupplioation to oar Moste Soueraigne Lorde ; A BappUcation of the Poor* Gommona ; and 



T he Beoaye of England by the Great Mulfitode of Bheep, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6t. 
ZIV. Eariy Enfriish Prononoiation, with especial reference to Shnkapere and Chnucer, by A. J. 
Ellis, Esq7F.R.S. PartlU. lOt. 

The Publications for 1872 are (for one guinea) : — 
ZV. Robert Crowley's Thir^-one Epigrams, Voyoe of The Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, fto., 1650-1 

A.D., edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12t. 

XVL Ohaooer's Treatise on the AstroUbe. 1S91 A.D. Ed. fh>m MSS. by Rev. W. Skeat, M.A. lOr. 
ZVn. The Oomplaynt of Sootlande, 1540 A.D., with an Appendix of four Contemporary Engliah 
Tracts, edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. Part L lOt. 

The Publications for 1873 are (for one guinea) : — 

ZVm. The Oomplaynt of SootUnde, 1549 AD., with an Appendix of four contemporary English 
_Tru5ts (1542-48), edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. Part II. 8t. 

ZIZ. Dors ladyes Myroore. a.d. 1560, edited by the Rev. J. H. Bluitt, M.A., with four fUll-pago 
photoUthographio faosimUea by Cooke and Fotheriugham. Mt. 
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